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Lady Fatima Masuma (a) of Qum

Lady Fatima Masuma (a) was the daughter of the 7th Imam, Imam Musa
al-Kadhim (a), and the sister of the 8th Imam, Imam Ali al-Rida (a). She
was a hoble lady who dedicated her life to ISam and Allah. Sheis buried in
the city of Qum in Iran. This book includes her biography, education, and
narration of traditions. It also includes the history and description of her
shrine and a brief look at the city of Qum.
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Foreword

All praise and thanks are due to Allah, Who has guided us to this, for we
would not have been guided except by His guidance. May the salutation and
blessings of Allah shower on the last and best of His Prophets, Muhammad
Mustafa (S) and the sinless members of his progeny (A).

In the autumn of 2002, my family and | were blessed with the
opportunity to come and pursue our studies in the city of Qum in Iran. | was
immediately struck by the influence and effect that the presence of Lady
Fatima Masuma (A) has on the inhabitants of the city.

| tried to find out more about this holy personality and discovered that
hardly any material is available about her in the English language; of course,
there was material in Persian, which | had just started to learn.

| distinctly remember sitting at her shrine, upset because the Persian
language was proving difficult to master; at the time | made a pact with the
noble lady, “Bless me in the task of learning this language and | will first
use this knowledge to write your biography in English!”

This book is the result of that noble lady’s blessing and love for all those
who reside in her city. Alhamdulillah, it was completed on the birthday of
her noble father, Imam Masa al-Kadim (A).

I would like first and foremost to thank Allah for giving me the
opportunity to have spent 9 months in this holy city. | would next like to
thank my children, Shaahid Hasan, Tahira Mahdiyya and Mujtaba Husain
for their help in typing this book and their enthusiasm. And of course my
husband, Abbas for his encouragement, criticism, editing and patience.

| would aso like to thank my tutor, Agha Mohammed Ali Shomali, for
meticulously proof-reading the book and for his valuable suggestions and
input.

This book is dedicated for the pleasure and approval of Allah, and in
honour of Lady Fatima Masuma (A) and her grandfather the Prophet of
Allah (S) and the Pure Members of his household (A). May Allah accept
this small token from all of us.

Some Notes on the Transliteration
In the book, some of the names of individuals and places, that may be
less well-known, have been trandliterated as a guide to pronunciation.
The key isasfollows:

Arabic letter Trangliteration
C

P D

5 dh

C h

J° S

L t
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& th
L d
a for the long vowel, pronounced asin car

1 for the long vowel, pronounced as in meet
a for the long vowel, pronounced as in boot

Masuma Jaffer
Qum, Iran

7th Safar 1424 A.H
10th April 2003 C.E
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I ntroduction

Lady Fatima Masuma (A) was the daughter of the 7th Imam, Imam Musa
al-Kadim (A) and the sister of the 8th Imam, Imam Ali a-Rida (A). Shewas
a noble lady who dedicated her life to Islam and Allah. She was highly
gifted and due to the training of her father and brother, she has achieved a
high reputation in history for her knowledge and piety.

She was only six years old when her father was arrested by Haran (the
6th Abbasid Caliph) and thereafter, she was brought up under the care of her
brother, Imam al-Rida (A) for twenty-one years.

In the year 200 A.H, Ma man (the 7th Abbasid Caliph) forced the Imam
(A) to move from Madina to Khurasan, in Iran. And so, Lady Fatima
Masuma (A) was once more separated from her guardian.

In the year 201 A.H, she decided to leave Madina and travel to Khurasan
to be at the side of her brother, intending to help him in his mission to
preach Islam. But regrettably, she never reached him.

The caravan that she was travelling with, was ambushed at Saweh, where
she had to witness the brutal killing of her close family members. As a
result, she can be compared to Lady Zaynab (A), who suffered a similar
plight in Karbala.

Lady Fatima Masuma (A) was taken ill at Saweh. From here, the Shi"a of
the nearby Qum brought her to their city, where she spent her last few days,
before passing away during the month of Rabi™ al-Thani in 201 A.H.

Lady Fatima Masuma (A) is buried in Qum, Iran. Due to her blessed
presence and patronage, the city has grown into a centre of Shialearning; a
destination for thousands of Muslim students from over 80 countries.

The Mirror Tiled Porch Entranceto the Shrine of Lady Fatima
Masuma (A), from the New Courtyard
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Life in Qum largely revolves around the Haram of Lady Fatima Masuma
(A), which isthe focal point of this holy city.

Every year hundreds of thousands of pilgrims come from all over the
world to pay homage to this noble lady. They come to pay their respect to
Lady Fatima Masuma (A) in accordance to the reliable traditions of three
Holy Imams (A) which are quoted below:

From the 6th Imam, Imam Ja'far al-Sadiq (A):

S Bliky 31 sk &4 LU LR (sl e B3 b e
el L

“A lady from my children whose name will be Fatima, daughter of Masa,
will diein Qum. On the day of Judgement this lady will intercede for all my
Shiato enter Heaven.”*

From the 8th Imam, Imam Ali al-Rida (A):

g U
“Whoever visits Masuma in Qum is like the one who has visited me.
From the 9th Imam, Imam Muhammad Tadf al-Jawad (A):

aiwu;%"gzjg&;
"Whoever visits my aunt in Qum will enter Heaven.”*

Notes
1. "Allamah Muhammad Bagir Majlisi, Bihar a-Anwar, vol. 60, p. 228; Qadi Narullah
Shashtart, Mgalis a-Mu'minin, val. 1, p. 83.
2. Mirza Muhammed Tagi Khan Sepehr, Nasikh al-Tawarikh, vol. 3, p. 68; Shaykh
Dhabihullah Mahallati, Rayahin al-Shari"ah, val. 5, p. 35.
3. Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 102, p. 265.

n2
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The Biography of Lady Fatima Masuma (A)

1.1 - Predictions about this Noble L ady
It is interesting to know that the Imams (A) foretold the birth of this
noble lady and her presence in Qum many years before her birth.
Qadi Nurullah Shashtart (d. 1109 A.H) reports from the 6th Imam, Imam
Ja'far a-Sadiq (A):

sred LBlidy 355 (wsd &4 DL WS celld 2e B L e

sl T

“A lady from my children whose name will be Fatima, daughter of Masa,
will die in Qum. On the Day of Judgement this lady will intercede for all my
Shi*ato enter Heaven.”*

"Allamah Majlisi narrates from Imam al-Sadiq (A):

A 4 S Ll a8 ekl and oVl 2 ST L 233

“A lady from my children, by the name of Fatima will be buried in Qum.
Whoever visits her [shrine], will certainly be admitted to Heaven.”?

The writer of the above tradition says that Imam al-Sadiq (A) gave these
glad tidings even before the birth of his son, the 7th Imam, Imam Masa al-
Kadim (A), the father of Lady Fatima Masuma (A).

Since Imam a-Kadim (A) was born in 128 A.H and Lady Fatima
Masuma (A) in 173 A.H; this speech was made at least 45 years before her
birth. Therefore, the good news of her birth was foretold more than 45 years
before she was born!

1.2 - Thedate of her birth

According to certain traditions, some of which are mentioned below,
Lady Fatima Masuma (A) was born on the 1st of Dhul Qa'dah, 173 A.H in
Madina.

1. The narrator Ayatollah Shaykh Ali Namazi (d. 1405 A.H)
writes:“ Fatima Masuma was born at the beginning of the month of Dhul
Qa'dah in the year 173 A.H"?

2. Mulla Muhsin Fayd narrates:

“Lady Fatima [Masuma), daughter of Imam al-Kadim (A) was born in
Madina at the beginning of the month Dhul Qa'dah in the year 173 A.H and
she passe? away in Qum on the 10th of the month Rabi™ al-Thani in the year
201 A.H.

Others who have also written that the birth of Lady Fatima Masuma (A)
isin the beginning of the month of Dhul Qa dah are mentioned below:

1. "Allamah Bahrani in his book “Awalim al-"Ulam, vol. 21, p. 328.

2. Shaykh Mahdi Mansiiri in his book Hayat Al-Sadat, p. 10.

3. Dr. Muhammad Hadi Amini in his book Fatimah Bint a-lmam Masa
al-Kadim, p. 21.

4. Ahmad Zadeh in his book Zendegani Hadrat Musa Ibn Ja'far, vol. 2, p.
375.
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Some of the authors above have recorded the year of the birth of Lady
Fatima Masuma (A) as 183 A.H instead of 173 A.H, but thisisincorrect on
account of two major points, which are:

i. If we study the details of Imam Musa al-Kadim's (A) life we see that
on the 25th Rajab 183 A.H he died in prison in Baghdad. We also know the
minimum amount of time that he spent in prison was four years and during
this imprisonment, his family was in Madina. So it cannot be possible for
Lady Fatima Masuma (A) to be born in this same year of 183 A.H.

ii. Also, it is well documented that Imam al-Kadim (A) had more than
one daughter named Fatima, and that Lady Fatima Masuma (A) was the
eldest Fatima (Fatimat al-Kubra), therefore she could not have been born in
the same year asthe year of her father’s death.

From the foregoing, it can be seen that it is not possible that Lady Fatima
Masuma (A) was born in the year 183 A.H, and the authors who have
guoted this date have made a mistake, (either in counting or writing) and
should have recorded 173 A.H.

1.3 - The date of her death

There is no difference of opinion about the fact that Lady Fatima
Masuma (A) died in Qum in the year 201 A.H. The year of her death is
further corroborated by the tiles in her shrine, dating back from centuries
ago, which have the same date written on them.®

However, there are various possibilities about the month and day of her
death:

1. 10th Rabi™ al-Thani®

2. 12th Rabt" al-Thani’

3. 8th Sha'ban®

There is no evidence to say which of the three datesis correct, and so the
scholars have decided that because the first and the second dates are so close
together, the mourning for the death of this noble lady should be over a
three day period (10th, 11th and 12th of Rabi™ al-Thani).

Thisthree day period is called: “ & s.2xs UV - “the days of Masuma’.

Lady Fatima Masuma (A) was about 28 years old when she died,
although some scholars have said that at the time of her death her age was
18 (from the mistake of the year of her birth - 183 A.H instead of 173 A.H)
and others have said her age was 23, but this last narration is not very
reliable, due to its weak chain of transmission.

1.4 - Her father

The father of Lady Fatima Masuma (A) was the 7th Imam - Imam Masa
al-Kadim (A). It has been recorded in history that Imam a-Kadim (A) had
numerous children.

Shaykh Mufid (d. 413 A.H) writes that Imam al-Kadim (A) had 37
children (whom he has named), 19 sons and 18 daughters; and that two of
these daughters were named Fatima - Fatima al-Kubra and Fatima al-
Sughra.’
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Sibt ibn Jawzi, the famous 8th century scholar of the Ahl a-Sunnah,
narrates that four daughters of Imam al-Kadim (A) were named Fatima:
Fatima al-Kubra, Fatima al-Wusta, Fatima al-Sughra and Fatima al-Ukhra. ™

Fatima al-Kubra is the very same Lady Fatima Masuma (A) buried in
Qum.

It is narrated that Fatima al-Wusta is buried in Isfahan and her Haram is
called Sitti Fatima (near Chahar Suq Shirazi-ha).

Fatima al-Sughra is well known as “Bibi Heybat”. She is buried in
Azerbaijan,"* where the beautiful dome and gardens at her shrine were
destroyed during the era of Communist Russia.

F{i\gi ma al-Ukhra, who is a'so known as Fatima Tahira, is buried in Rasht,
[ran.

The contemporary researcher, “Allamah Shaykh Muhammad Tagi Tustart
writes: Amongst all the children of Imam al-Kadim (A), other than Imam
Ali ?BI-Rida (A) there was no one equal in status to Lady Fatima Masuma
(A).

In 173 A.H, Harin a-Rashid became the Caliph. Six years later, on the
20th Shawwal 179 A.H, he ordered Imam a-Kadim (A) to be arrested in
Madina. At the time of hisarrest, Imam (A) wasin the state of prayersinthe
Prophet’s (S) mosgue. After his arrest, he was brought to Irag, where he was
imprisoned in the dungeons of Baghdad. This is where the Imam (A) spent
the rest of hislife.

Haran had the Imam (A) poisoned, and he died in the prison of Baghdad
on the 24th or the 25th of Rajab in the year 183 A.H. He is buried in the
“Magabir Quraysh” which is now known as Kadimayn, because the 9th
Imam - Imam Muhammad al-Tagfi (A) is also buried there.™

From the dates above, we can conclude that the Imam (A) was in prison
for four years. However, some historians have quoted that histime in prison
was seven years, and Ibn Jawzi has mentioned that it was eleven years.™”

1.5 - Her mother

The mother of Lady Fatima Masuma (A) was aso the mother of the 8th
Imam - Imam Ali al-Rida (A) and she had no children other than these two.

She was known by several names, the most well known of them was
Najmah Khatan.*

Lady Najmah was a dave from North Africa and was bought by Lady
Hamidah, the mother of Imam al-Kadim (A). After she came into the house
of the Ahl al-Bayt (A), she reached a high level of intellectual and spiritual
excellence, with lessons and teachings from Lady Hamidah.

Lady Hamidah narrates that one night she had a dream, where she saw
the Prophet (S) and he said to her: ‘Make Naymah the wife of your son,
Misa ibn Ja'far, so that soon the best of people in the world (Imam al-Rida
(A\)) will be born from her.'” Lady Hamidah acted upon this order, and so
Namah became the wife of Imam al-Kadim (A) and later, the mother of
Imam al-Rida (A) and Lady Fatima Masuma (A).

Some of the other names mentioned for Lady Ngjmah are:

Tuktam: This was a popular name amongst the Arabs, and it was the
name of the mother of Imam a-Rida and Lady Fatima Masuma (A) at the
time when she was bought as a slave.

10
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The name Tuktam was also used to refer to the well of Zamzam (the well
near the Ka'bah) in the dream of Abdul Muttalib, when he was told to dig
up and find the hidden well, and in this way it seems a very appropriate
name for Najmah Khatan whose excellence was also hidden at the time of
her slavery.®®

Umm al-Banin: This was the only title that was given to her; the meaning
of this title is the “mother of boys’ although Najmah Khatan only had two
children - Imam a-Rida (A) and Lady Fatima Masuma (A). Due to the
noblengss of both of her children, she had this title “Umm al-Banin” given
to her.

Tahira: It has been narrated that after giving birth to Imam Ali al-Rida
(A) on 11th Dhul Qa'dah in the year 148 A.H in Madina, she was known as
Tahira, which has the meaning of purity.”

Although Lady Fatima Masuma (A) was born 25 years after Imam al-
Rida (A), the fact that they had the same mother and father, led to a special
closeness between them.

1.6 - The names and titles of Lady Fatima Masuma (A)

It has been emphasised in many traditions that the choosing of a suitable
name for a child is the responsibility of the father.”* The recommendation is
that, if the child is a boy, then the name of the Prophet (S) and the Imams
(A\), especially the names Muhammad and Ali should be chosen for him.?
And for a daughter there is no name more suitable than Fatima.*®

The Imams (A), due to their high esteem of Lady Fatima Zahra (A)
would accord great respect and reverence to the name ‘ Fatima’'. So much so,
that when one of his companions informed Imam al-Sadiq (A) that he had
chosen the name Fatima for his daughter, the Imam (A) exclaimed: “Ah,
Ah.” Then he said: “Now that you have kept her name Fatima, be careful
not to ever curse or beat her.”**

And it was due to this respect that the Imams (A) would name their
children by these holy names, and usualy more than one child had the
fortune to have such a noble name. Especialy so in the case of Imam al-
Kadim (A), who named four of his daughters Fatima, as mentioned
previously. We know that the name of Lady Fatima Masuma (A) was
Fatima (al-Kubra).

Masuma: The title of Masuma was given to this noble lady by her
brother, Imam al-Rida (A). It is worth noting that this title was awarded to
her after her death and she was not referred to by this name during her life-
time. This also nullifies the erroneous view that she died after her brother,
Imam al-Rida (A), on hearing the news of his death.

Mirza Muhammad Tagi (d. 1297 A.H) reports that the title “Masuma’
was given to her by her brother - Imam al-Rida (A). And according to this
tradition Imam al-Rida (A) said:

g R U

“Whoever visits Masuma in Qum is like the one who has visited me.

The question arises, was this title “Masuma’ given to her to indicate her

sinless status? |n other words, was she infallible in the sasme sense as the 14
Ma'samin (The Prophet, Lady Fatima Zahra and the 12 Imams - peace be

n25
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upon them all), who are considered sinless and Divinely protected according
to the verse of Purity:
oS 383kts ol A s 1K el A G

“Verily, Allah intends to keep all uncleanliness away from you, O Ahl al-
Bayt, and to purify you thoroughly.” %

Several scholars believe that some of the noble personalities from the
household of the Prophet (S), such as Lady Zaynab (A), Hadrat "Abbas (A)
and Lady Fatima Masuma (A), due to their proximity to the Ma'simin (A)
have acquired a high state of purity.

Infallibility (al-‘ismah) has two meanings: Infallible from error and
infallible from sin. When speaking of the infallibility of the Ma' samin (A),
both these meanings apply, but when speaking about special and noble
people, such as Lady Zaynab (A), Hadrat "Abbas (A) or Lady Fatima
Masuma (A), the latter meaning of infallible from sin is meant.

Here we do not have the space to discuss this issue, but we can mention
that the Imams (A) never falsely praised anyone, and the fact that the Imam
al-Rida (A) gave the title of Masumato his sister is proof that she deserved
such atitle.

Karimat Ahl al-Bayt: This title, meaning “the Noble one of the family of
the Prophet (S)” was given to her by either Imam al-Bagjir (A) or Imam al-
Sadiq (A) in a dream seen by Ayatollah Sayyid Mahmad Mar ashi NajafT,
the author of Mashjirat al-" Alawiyin.

This noble man was very interested in finding the exact location of the
burial place of Lady Fatima Zahra (A), and for this purpose he spent 40 days
supplicating, so that he could be privileged with this information.

On the 40th night, after the completion of his prayers, he went to deep
and in his dream he saw himself present at the grave of either Imam al-Baqir
(A) or Imam al-Sadig (A) (both of whom are buried in Jannat al-Bagi” in
Madina). Imam (A) said to him:

NS E AN

“1 advise you to go to the Karimat (Noble one)

of the Ahl al-Bayt”

He thought that by Karimat Ahl al-Bayt, Imam (A) was referring to Lady
Fatima Zahra (A), and so he answered, “Yes, | have been supplicating for
this very purpose, so that | may know the exact place of the holy grave of
this noble personality, enabling me to perform her pilgrimage.”

The Imam (A) said, “1 meant the holy grave of Lady Fatima Masuma (A)
in Qum.” Then the Imam (A) added, “It is Allah’s desire that the location of
the holy grave of Lady Fatima Zahra (A) be hidden from everyone.”

Therefore, the Imam (A) has placed the grave of Lady Fatima Masuma
(A) in place of the grave of Lady Fatima Zahra (A), and so al the honour
and grandeur that would have been accorded to the grave of Lady Fatima
Zahra (A) should be given to the grave of Lady Fatima Masuma (A).

On waking from his dream, the late Mar ashi made an intention to travel
to Qum with his family, in order to perform the pilgrimage of Lady Fatima
Masuma (A) and he carried out this intention without any delay.”” He died
in Najaf, in the year 1338 A.H.

12
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Grand Ayatollah Sayyid Shahab al-Din Mar’ashi Najafi, the illustrious
son of the late Mar ashi, migrated to Iran in the year 1342 A.H. He often
cited that one of the reasons for his emigration to Iran was the dream of his
father.

After ashort stay in Tehran, he entered the seminary in Qum, al-Hawzah
al-‘lIlmiyah, in the year 1343 A.H, and here he lived, in the proximity of the
Karimat of Ahl al-Bayt - Lady Fatima Masuma (A) - until his death in the
year 1411 A .H.

For over sixty years, every morning, the late Shahab al-Din Mar ashi,
was the first person to perform the pilgrimage of this noble lady. He would
wait outside her shrine for the doors to be opened.

Even during his final illness before his death, he requested to be carried
to her shrine in order to perform her pilgrimage.

Other titles that have been given to Lady Fatima Masuma (A) are:

1. Tahirah 6. Nagiyah

2. Hamidah 7. Radiyah

3. Barrah 8. Mardiyah

4. Rashidah 9. Sayyidah

5. Tagiyah 10. Ukht al-Rida.

All of these ten titles can be found in her salutation (Ziyarat), which has
been narrated by Shaykh Muhammad Ali Qummi in his book, Anwar al-
Musha'sha'in. This salutation for Lady Fatima Masuma (A) is other than the
more famous one that has been narrated by "Allamah Majlisi in Bihar al-
Anwar, quoting from Imam a-Rida (A).

1.7 - The high status of L ady Fatima Masuma (A)
In the salutation (Ziyarat) of Lady Fatima Masuma (A) which has been
narrated from Imam al-Rida (A) (the salutation is quoted in the final chapter
of this book), one reads:

362 £ 288k wleg v 5
“(We ask from Allah) not to deprive us from understanding your status.
Indeed, He is the Protector and has Power over everything.”
And so in this chapter we will attempt to understand something of the
great status of this noble lady. Some traditions that are indicative of her

status are mentioned below:

1. The authentic tradition from Imam al-Rida (A):

g R

“Whoever visits Masumain Qum is like the one who has visited me.”?®

This tradition implies that the rewards and benefits awarded to a pilgrim
are the same whether he does the pilgrimage of Lady Fatima Masuma (A) or
Imam al-Rida (A). Also, from this tradition, as discussed previously, we get
the title of Masuma (infallible) that was given to this noble lady by Imam
(A) himself.

1. The authentic tradition from Imam al-Sadiq (A):

B Esng byl a5 Aabl and ooVl 5 S L i
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“A lady from my children, by the name of Fatima will be buried in Qum.
Whoever visits her [shrine], will certainly be admitted to Heaven.”**

This narration also illustrates the high status of this noble lady, because
her pilgrim is ensured entry into Heaven.

3. Another authentic tradition from Imam al-Sadiq (A):

S Bk 31 (msh &4 LU LR (el e B3 b e

“A lady from my children whose name will be Fatima, daughter of Masa,
will diein Qum. On the day of Judgement this lady will intercede for all my
Shi*ato enter Heaven.”*®

This narration indicates the honour and position of Lady Fatima Masuma
(A), who will be the means of intercession of the Shi‘a of the Ahl al-Bayt
(A) on the Day of Judgement.

Although there have been other traditions by the Imams (A) stating that,
through the intercession of the scholars and the martyrs, people will enter
Heaven, never has a non-Masum been specifically named for this
intercession, as in the case of Lady Fatima Masuma (A).

4. The Ziyarat to Lady Fatima Masuma (A) that we have in our hand
today has been narrated from Imam al-Rida (A). Interestingly, no other non-
Ma'sum has had an Imam dictate the text and manner of their Ziyarat other
than Lady Fatima Masuma (A).

Also, because we know that this Ziyarat has been narrated by the Imam
(A) through a reliable tradition, the virtues of Lady Fatima Masuma (A)
within it must be considered true.

Some extracts from her Ziyarat are discussed here as an example:

i. Inthis Ziyarat, sheis called:

the daughter of the Prophet of God,

the daughter of Fatima and Khadijah,

the daughter of Amir al-Mu’ minin Ali,

the daughter of Hasan and Husain,

the daughter of the Vicegerent of God (al-Kadim),

the sister of the Vicegerent of God (al-Rida),

and the aunt of the Vicegerent of God (al-Jawad)

(may the blessings of Allah be on all of them).

That portion from her Ziyarat is reproduced below:

o J}M) e bkl (‘M‘
Peace be on You, O Daughter of the Messenger of Allah!
Agdstg dabls oy |y Sls (M\
Peace be on you, O Daughter of Fatima and Khadijah!
Crisll ol o b e 2O

Peace be on you, O Daughter of the
Commander of the Faithful!

by el 2 b 2l 2
Peace be on you, O Daughter of Hasan and Husain!
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Peace be on you, O Daughter of the Vicegerent of Allah!

B 7y el b el L

Peace be on you, O Sister of the Vicegerent of Allah!

A tly axe b elds pd)

Peace be on you, O Aunt of the Vicegerent of Allah!

The above relation given of Lady Fatima Masuma (A) shows the
honourable family that this noble lady comes from and also her nobility due
to being a ‘true’ child of the Prophet (S), Lady Khadijah a-Kubra, Lady
Fatima Zahra (A) and the Pure Imams (A).

ii. Inthis Ziyarat, Imam al-Rida (A) refers us to her for intercession, due
to her nearness, status and special esteem in the eyes of Allah.

OLEN 3 Ble e Gl 06 ) (3 sl 2l

O Fatima! Intercede for me, so that | enter Heaven, for indeed you have a
great statusin the eyes of Allah. **

The intercession of this noble lady in the matter of our entrance to
Heaven has been mentioned before in the authentic traditions from Imam al-
Sadiq (A) and in the salutation taught by Imam al-Rida (A).*

5. One of the noble qualities attributed to Lady Fatima Zahra (A) was
that her father, the Prophet (S) would say about her:

gl B

“May her father be sacrificed for her.”*

This phrase was also used in reference to Lady Fatima Masuma (A) by
her father, Imam al-Kadim (A).**

This statement is indeed worthy of attention because:

i. it compares the status of Lady Fatima Masuma (A) to that of Lady
Fatima Zahra (A), since it is the same phrase that the Prophet (S) also used.

ii. the statement itself comes from an Imam (A) and that further
emphasises the status of Lady Fatima Masuma (A).

1. The shrine of Lady Fatima Masuma (A) is equivalent to the shrine of
Lady Fatima Zahra (A).™

7. The coming of the two men, whose faces were not clearly seen, at the
time of the burial of Lady Fatima Masuma (A). These two men, who are
believed to have been Imam al-Rida (A) and Imam al-Tagi (A), buried the
noble lady.®

Aninfallibleis aways buried by an infallible. Thisincident in itself does
not necessarily prove that Lady Fatima Masuma (A) was infallible, because
the Imams (A) would take part in the burial rituals of many of their
followers. However, it does indicate her high status, and the fact that the
Imams (A) came from afar and took over the responsibility of her burial is
worth noting.

8. The number of traditions from the Imams (A) on the virtues of Qum,
(mentioned in section 4.5), due to the fact that this noble lady is buried here.
There is no other place where a non-Ma'sum is buried, that has been
mentioned so numerously.
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9. The number of miracles, that have been narrated by scores of people,
in different generations (mentioned in section 3.11) has not occurred in any
other place where a Prophet (S) or Imam (A) is not buried, except for the
shrine of Hadrat "Abbas (A) in Karbala and Lady Zaynab (A) in Damascus.

10. The authentic traditions that have been narrated by this noble lady
(mentioned in section 1.9) show her high degree of knowledge of the
various Idamic sciences and the teachings and merits of the family of the
Prophet (S), in addition to her other qualities.

1.8 - Why did Lady Fatima Masuma (A) not marry?
It is amost certain that Lady Fatima Masuma (A) did not marry. The
guestion arises “Why?’
We know that marriage is a highly desirable and recommended act in
Islam and in regards to marriage, some of the traditions of the Prophet (S)
are quoted below:

e G Bl e 2 A D EsTin Y G ol L

There is no institution more honourable and beloved to Allah, than
marriage.*’

S oo G G e s

Marriage is part of my Sunnah (practice) and whoever disregards my
Sunnah is not from me.

It has been narrated that in the time of the 5th Imam, Imam al-Bagir (A),
a certain woman did not marry for the sake of honour, self discipline and
gaining nearness to Allah. The Imam (A) told her: “If the abandonment of
marriage gave a person more honour, then Lady Fatima Zahra (A) would
not marry, for there is no woman purer and more honourable than her.*

Therefore, we can be sure that there must have been a good reason for
Lady Fatima Masuma (A) not marrying. Two possible reasons are cited
below:

The first reason may be due to the fact that, the daughters of Imam al-
Kadim (A), especialy Lady Fatima Masuma (A), were women of great
distinction and to find husbands who would be compatible to them was not
easy. Imam al-Kadim (A) had therefore recommended them to take the
advice and opinion of Imam al-Rida (A) in matters such as marriage, due to
his own inaccessibility while he was imprisoned by Haran.*

The fact that there were no suitable spouses present for the daughters of
the Ahl al-Bayt (A), does not seem so far-fetched when we consider the
tradition from Imam al-Sadiq (A) in reference to Lady Fatima Zahra (A):

aabla) el el sl Jlasg L5 il ST Y

wiss ag 231 o 2V g s ST ST
“1f God had not created the Commander of the Faithful [Ali] for Fatima,
then there would not have been a suitable husband for her in the whole
world from the time of Adam to the end of mankind.”*
The second reason is that the fear and anxiety caused by Harin's
government at that time was such that no-one dared to get close to the
family of the Ahl al-Bayt (A).
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To marry one of the daughters of Imam al-Kadim (A), and become his
son in-law was considered too dangerous.

This was one of the many sad difficulties that Imam’s (A) family faced,
due to the tyranny of the rulers of their time.**

We cannot determine with certainty why Lady Fatima Masuma (A) did
not marry, however, we can be sure it was not due to the abandonment of
marriage as a personal choice.

1.9 - Lady Fatima Masuma (A) asanarrator of traditions

One of the qualities of Lady Fatima Masuma (A) was her considerable
knowledge of the various Islamic sciences and the teachings and merits of
the family of the Prophet (S). She is counted amongst the highest rank of
reliable narrators of traditions.

Unfortunately, due to the oppressive rulers at her time, there was great
restriction in narrating anything from the Ahl a-Bayt (A) and so a lot of
material has been lost.

Some of the traditions (ahadith) which have been narrated by this noble
lady, that have reached us, are given below, with their chain of transmission
(sanad).

1. Thetradition of Ghadir and thetradition of Manzilat

Jg&wwu@b <&$JJ~«.¢¢*@M\§$§.\> (Aol daz i
c@\wl«bbwC\jzlf(tuccg)&dw\m\ijb@ib cg_yw;-\
1B () dl gy oo Babls oo

N3 1 3N38 B0 i g () 1 Jsey U3 anen]
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The daughters of Imam a-Kadim (A), Fatima (Masuma), Zaynab and
Umm Kulthim have narrated to me;

Fatima daughter of Imam al-Sadiq (A), narrated to us:

Fatima daughter of Imam al-Bagir (A) narrated to me:

Fatima daughter of Imam al-Sajjad (A) narrated to me:

Fatima and Sakinah, daughters of Imam Husain (A) narrated to me:

Umm Kultham daughter of Lady Fatima Zahra (A) narrated to us, from
her mother, the daughter of the Prophet (S) that she said:

“Have you forgotten the words of the Prophet of God on the day of
Ghadir Khum, when he said: ‘Whosever's leader | am, then Ali is also their
leader’, and his words, to Ali (A) ‘Your relationship to me is like the
relationship of Haran to Masa.””*

2. With the same chain of narrators as above, Lady Fatima Masuma (A)
narrates from Lady Fatima Zahra (A):

“1 heard from my father, the Prophet (S), who said:

‘When | went to Mi'raj (ascension to the Heavens), | entered Heaven,
and there | saw a palace made of white pearls, the door of that palace was
decorated with pearls and rubies, and on that door was hanging a curtain.
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| raised my head towards it and saw written on the door:

(t}fﬂ\ i;j EA:G c;\)\ jj.irj j\.i.é cfj\)\ Yl Z\.Sl N
“Thereisno God but Allah, Muhammad isthe Messenger of Allah, Ali is
the Guardian of the community.”
| then looked at the curtain and on that was written:

s i E
“Ah, ah! Who islike the Shi*aof Ali?”
| entered the palace, init | saw a castle, made of red ‘Adig. It had a door
of silver, decorated with green topaz and on that door was hanging a curtain.
| raised up my head and saw written on that door:

At g 2o i U2 02
Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah, Ali is the Successor of
Mustafa.”*
3. Lady Fatima Masuma (A), through a reliable chain, has narrated from

Saftyah, the daughter of “Abd a-Muittalib, [the paternal aunt of the Prophet
(9)], who relates:

Lty oSy a3l oy o (5) oned! B W 1B CIBY s oy B e
Jﬁ.¢g4ﬂzsgt\&\JyU\igiéggmg\gunawwiQf)&\@w)Jg
o 5by il 18 Ly Sy ) O ailas sl e L (o)
“When Imam Husain (A) was born and | was attending to his mother, the
Prophet (S) said to me: Oh aunt ! Bring my child to me. | said: | have not
yet washed him [to make him Tahir (clean)]”. He said: “Oh aunt ! Do you
want to wash him, when God the Most High has washed him and made him

pure?’*
4. |t is narrated that:

uﬁcv\msldﬁ»dsw\wwuu&cﬁ»dwywwuf
(o) oy eed) e sl s A e (e e 3L ey Al
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Fatima (Masuma) daughter of Imam al-Kadim,

narrates from Fatima daughter of Imam al-Sadiq,

who narrates from Fatima daughter of Imam al-Bagqir,

who narrates from Fatima daughter of Imam al-Sajjad,

who narrates from Fatima daughter of Imam Husain,

who narrates from Zaynab daughter of Imam Ali,

who narrates from Lady Fatima Zahra daughter of the Prophet of God,

who has narrated that the Prophet (S) has said:

“Know that whoever dies having the love of the family of Muhammad,
dies a martyr (shahid).”*
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From the above traditions, narrated by Lady Fatima Masuma (A) with a
reliable chain of narrators, we see that not only the men folk of the family of
the Prophet (S) narrated traditions from the Prophet (S), but also the women
of this family had arole in narrating his traditions.

1.10 - Theinfluence of Imam al-Kadim (A) and Imam al-Rida

(A) on Lady Fatima Masuma (A)

According to authentic traditions, during the year 179 A.H, Imam al-
Kadim (A) was arrested on the orders of Haran (the 5th Abbasid Caliph)
and taken from Madina to Baghdad via Basra. In Baghdad, he was
imprisoned and he remained in prison until his death in the year 183 A.H.

This separation of Lady Fatima Masuma (A) from her father was very
difficult for her. She longed to see her father again but this was not to be,
because the family of the Imam (A) learnt of his death within the prisons of
Baghdad about 4 years later.

From the time of the imprisonment of her father, Lady Fatima Masuma
(A) was under the guardianship of her brother, Imam al-Rida (A), who was
25 years older than her. This lasted until the year 200 A.H, when he was
summoned to Khurasan by Ma man.

This guardianship was according to the will of their father, Imam al-
Kadim (A).

In the beginning of the will of Imam al-Kadim (A), after mentioning the
guardianship of Imam al-Rida (A) for his wives and daughters, the
following was written:

a2l £33 O 2gde 945 511 O)
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“...and if anyone of the brothers wants his sister to get married, he must
get his (Imam al-Rida’s) permission...”*’

Imam al-Rida (A) was not only instructed to be the guardian of Lady
Fatima Masuma (A) but also that of all the wives and daughters of Imam al-
Kadim (A).

Fatima Masuma (A) spent the first six years of her life by the side of her
noble father, which she utilised to the maximum, learning all she could from
him.

Even as a child her level of knowledge and spiritual awareness was very
high, as seen from a report by the late Ayatollah Sayyid Nasrullah
Mustanbit,”® who reported that there were some manuscripts found in the
Shashtari libraries in the Holy city of Najaf, that had the following tradition
written on them:

“One Friday, a number of Shi'awent to Madinato meet Imam al-Kadim
(A) to get some questions answered. But when they reached the house of the
Imam (A), they were informed that he was away on ajourney.

They decided to write their questions on a piece of paper and entrust this
to the family of the Imam (A), so that when he returned from his journey he
could answer the questions.

After a few days in Madina, the Shi'a decided to return home. Before
their homeward journey, they passed by Imam’'s (A) house to say their
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farewells and here they were given their paper back with all their questions
answered. The replies to their queries had been provided by Lady Fatima
Masuma (A), who at the time was only six years old.

They left Madina satisfied with the answers. On their journey home, they
happened to meet Imam al-Kadim (A), who was returning to Madina. They
related to the Imam (A) the events that had occurred.

The Imam (A) asked to see the paper with the questions answered by
Lady Fatima Masuma (A). After studying her replies and finding all the
questions answered so correctly and eloquently by his young daughter, the
Imam (A) remarked:

Lyl ks

May her father be sacrificed for her.

Imam (A) repeated this phrase three times.*’

This same phrase had also been used by the Prophet (S) for Lady Fatima
Zahra (A).

The tradition above demonstrates the special giftedness of Lady Fatima
Masuma (A), even as a child. It comes as no surprise, therefore, when we
read in her Ziyarat - which was dictated by Imam Ali Rida (A), the
following:

sy ity s oF g & BB L L 3

Salutations to you, Oh Fatima, daughter of Miasa ibn Ja'far, the proof
(hujjah) and trusted one (amin).**

After benefiting for six years from the guardianship of her father, Lady
Fatima Masuma (A) was then under the supervision of her brother for
another 21 years. She took advantage of the opportunity to learn under
another Imam (A).

Indeed, she acquired such a high spiritual level that, after her passing
away, her brother gave her the title of “Masuma’ (the infallible). This was
high praise indeed, especially from an Imam (A).
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The Holy Shrine of Lady Fatima Masuma (A) in Qum
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Journey to Qum

2.1 - The separation of Lady Fatima Masuma (A) from I mam
al-Rida (A)

Although the separation from her father had been very difficult, Lady
Fatima Masuma (A) still had her brother to comfort her. However, in 200
A.H, Maman (the 7th Abbasid Caliph), demanded Imam al-Ridha's (A)
presence in Khurasan. The departure of her brother further increased her
sorrow. This separation lasted for only about one year, but sadly she passed
away before they could be reunited.

When Amin (the 6th Abbasid Caliph) was killed by the soldiers of his
brother Ma miin, and Ma man became the Caliph, hisrule was initially very
unstable. The kingdom was divided and Ma man felt the need to gather
support. So as to gain the support of the Shi“a, he insisted that Imam al-Rida
(A) come to Khurasan.

Here, he received the Imam (A) with great honour, pretending to respect
his position, and even claiming to be his follower. The true test of his
sincerity would have been to abdicate in favour of the Imam (A). Instead, he
declared the Imam (A) his successor, never intending that that day should
come.

The Imam (A) was forced to accept this invitation and he went to
Khurasan, where his presence in the court of Ma man served the interests of
the Shi"a and Islam. The Imam (A) reached Khurasan in 200 A.H, and he
was poisoned to death by Ma min in 203 A.H.

Ma min had prepared a document of the ‘wilayat’ (successorship) of
Imam al-Rida (A) in five copies. One of these copies was sent to Makka,
one to Madina, one to Sham, one to Baghdad and one was kept in
Khurasan.

According to the orders of Ma mun, the name of Imam al-Rida (A) was
mentioned in the khutbah (sermons) of the Friday prayers, in al the Islamic
lands and coins with the name of the Imam (A) were minted.

As aresult of the intense desire of the Shia to be near the Imam, many
of them decided to migrate to Khurasan. Some were also misled by the
apparent respect being accorded to the Imam (A) by Maman, and were
unaware of his deceit and political ploys.

2.2 - Thejourney of Lady Fatima Masuma (A) from Madina

After a difficult year of separation from her beloved brother, Lady
Fatima Masuma (A) decided to go to him. She began this journey from
Madina to Khurasan, in the year 201 A.H, accompanied by a caravan made
up of some members of her household and friends of the Imam (A).

Some historians are of the opinion that Lady Fatima Masuma (A)
undertook this long and hazardous journey just to be close to her brother,
but thisis unlikely to be the only reason.

A more plausible reason for this journey is that she had arole to play at
the side of the Imam (A). Her immense learning and piety would help him
in the propagation of 1slam, especially amongst the ladies.
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In this aspect her role would be similar to that of Lady Fatima Zahra (A)
at the side of the Prophet (S) or that of Lady Zaynab (A) at the side of Imam
Ali (A), Imam Hasan (A) and then at the side of Imam Husain (A) in
Karbala and in the aftermath of Karbala at the side of Imam Ali Zayn al-
“Abidin (A).

There are many different narrations of the events leading to this journey
of the family of the Imam (A) from Madina to Saweh and the events that
unfolded during this journey.

According to one narration, the Imam (A) wrote a letter to his sister,
Lady Fatima Masuma (A), which he sent to her with one of his servants,
instructing him to hasten to Madina without stopping anywhere on the way.

After receiving the letter from her brother, Lady Fatima Masuma (A),
immediately prepared herself for the journey to Khurasan via Saweh.”

According to another tradition, the Imam (A) wrote a letter to al his
family members, inviting them to come to Khurasan.

It is narrated that after the arrival of this letter, a group consisting of the
sons and other family member of the Imam (A), and other Shi“a, numbering
over 12000 people made their way to Khurasan.®

Another tradition says that when the letter of the Imam (A) to his family
members arrived, their sadness at their separation from the Imam (A) made
them decide to join him. A caravan was prepared, under the leadership of
Ibrahim, son of Imam al-Kazim (A), and they began their journey to
Khurasan.*

It is narrated that two separate caravans headed towards Khurasan. One
of these groups was the one that Lady Fatima Masuma (A) was in. It was
comprised of 23 people, under the leadership of Haran ibn Masa ibn Ja'far.”

The other group travelling to Khurasan consisted of about 12,000 people
under the leadership of Ahmad ibn Masa al-Kadim.®

These caravans reached a town called Saweh on their way to Khurasan.
Here they were attacked by enemies of the family of the Prophet (S).

Many were martyred, including Hariin, and many others were wounded
or taken prisoner. A few managed to flee. A woman from the enemies put
poison in the food of Lady Fatima Masuma (A) and she becameill.

She then asked to be taken to Qum and her request was granted. After a
few days stay in Qum, she died of her illness and was buried there.”

Another narration states that Hartin and the other members of Lady
Fatima Masuma's (A) family, totalling 23, were killed in an ambush by the
people of the town of Saweh, who at that time had great enmity towards the
family of the Prophet (S). In the book Qiyam-e Sadat-e "Alawi, it is
mentioned that the ambush was actually carried out by the soldiers of
Ma miin.

It is narrated that the soldiers insisted that the caravan progress no
further. In the discussion that ensued, the soldiers falsely alleged, “Your
Imam is dead.”

This lie caused consternation in the camp and some people decided to
return to Madina, while others wanted to press on. This might account for
the mistaken notion that Lady Fatima Masuma (A) died as a result of being
heartbroken at the news of the death of her beloved brother.
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In any case, a confusion ensued and the soldiers took the opportunity to
attack the camp. During the assault, Lady Fatima Masuma (A) had to
witness the brutal death of 23 close family members.

She is therefore sometimes compared to Lady Zaynab (A), who aso
witnessed the slaughtering of her close family members. And due to this
intensely sorrowful event, Lady Fatima Masuma (A) became ill and was
taken to Qum. And here after 16-17 days she passed away in Qum, and was
buried there.?

It is also narrated that the second group consisting of about 12000 Shia
were also attacked on the orders of Ma man, through the ruler of Fars, in a
place gal led Shiraz. All the members of this group were either killed or ran
away.

The narrations above may explain why there are so many graves of the
sons of the Imams (A) and other family members found within Iran. For
instance in Saweh itself, the graves of Sayyid Ishag, Sayyid Abi Rida,
Sayyid "Ali Asghar (all from the family of Imam (A)) are popular sites for
pilgrims, as are the graves in villages around Saweh, also attributed to
children of the Imams (A).10

2.3 - Lady Fatima Masuma’s (A) journey from Saweh to
Qum

When Lady Fatima Masuma (A) becameill at Saweh, she enquired from
her companions, how far Qum was. She was told 10 farsakh (approx 60
km).11

She asked to be taken to Qum, which at the time was a centre of the
Shi"a.12 Saweh, on the other hand, was hostile towards the family of the
Prophet (S).13

"Allamah Majlisi narrates:

“The more accurate narration is that, when it became known to the
family of Sa'd Ash'ari, the leading Shi’a family in Qum at the time, that
Lady Fatima Masuma (A) was in Saweh and that she was ill, al of them
went to Saweh to invite her to come to Qum.

Prominent amongst this family was Misa ibn Khazragj ibn Sa'd Ash'art
who was a companion of Imam al-Rida (A). When he reached Lady Fatima
Masuma (A), he took the reins of her camel and brought her to Qum, to his
own house. Here she spent the last few days (16 or 17 days) of her life.” 14

It is believed that Lady Fatima Masuma (A) died on the 10th or the 12th
of Rabi al-Thani and that she spent the last 16 or 17 days of her life in
Qum, therefore we can estimate that she arrived in Qum around the 24th
Rabi al-Awwal, 201 A.H.

The house of Masa ibn Khazrg ibn Sa'd Ash’ari, where Lady Fatima
Masuma (A) lived for the few days that she was in Qum, has now become a
school named “Madres-ye Sittiyeh”. [Sittiy means Lady - hence the name of
the school is “School of the Lady”]. Till today, opposite the gates of this
school and within its grounds, there remains the alter of worship (mihrab
“ibadat) of this noble lady, where she spent hours of the last days of her life
worshiping Allah. It has been named “Bayt al-Nur - “the House of
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Radiance’. The site is popular with pilgrims, who go there to pay their
respects.

2.4 - The eventsat the burial of Lady Fatima Masuma (A)

The place where Lady Fatima Masuma (A) is buried was known at the
time of her burial as “Babelan”. It was a deserted area with no buildings. It
belonged to Musa ibn Khazraj, who donated it for the purpose of the burial
of this noble lady.

After the place of burial of Lady Fatima Masuma (A) was selected, the
family members of Sa'd prepared her final resting place by digging a crypt
in which to place the holy body.

Once the Ritual Bath (ghusl) and the Shrouding (kafan) of the holy body
had been completed, the family of Sa'd began discussing who would have
the privilege of entering the crypt to lay the holy body into the ground.

After much discussion, they finally agreed on a man by the name of
Qadir, who was a pious and God-fearing old man from the family of the
Prophet (S).

At that moment, they saw two masked riders appear, from the direction
of the desert. These two masked riders approached swiftly and dismounted
at the burial site. They came forward and recited the prayer for the dead
(salat al-mayyit) for Lady Fatima Masuma (A). Then, one of them entered
the crypt while the other passed the holy body of Lady Fatima Masuma (A)
to him. In thisway her burial took place.

After the ceremonies of burial were completed, these two masked riders,
without uttering a word to anyone, mounted their horses and rode off into
the distance.15

No one knows for certain who these masked men were, but those who
were familiar with the character and behaviour of the Imams (A), werein no
doubt that these two personalities were Imam al-Rida (A) and his son Imam
a-Taqi (A).

They had come from Khurasan and Madina respectively, by the miracle
of being able to cross vast distances in an instant (tayy al-ard), to participate
in the burial ceremonies of Lady Fatima Masuma (A).

The presence of an Imam (A) at the burial ceremony of atrue Shi‘ais not
in itself unusual as there are many examples of this in history. In one
instance, Imam a-Kadim (A) came from Madina to Neyshabur to
participate in the burial ceremonies of an old woman by the name of
‘ Shatiteh’, who was a sincere and devout Shi“a. At that time, Imam (A) said
to Abu Ja'far Neyshabari, who was present and wondered at Imam’s (A)
presence so far from Madina:
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“1, and whoever is the Imam of the Ahl al-Bayt after me in my place, has
to be present in the escorting of your dead bodies, in which ever land you
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die in. So be God-fearing and pious and persist in doing good, so that we
come and help free you from the fire of Hell.” 16

From the tradition above, it would not be unjustified to assume that the
two masked riders who appeared from nowhere, to take part in the burial
ceremonies of Lady Fatima Masuma (A) were, in fact, Imam al-Rida (A)
and Imam al-Tadqi (A).

The Tomb of Lady Fatima Masuma (A)

2.5 - Otherswho have been buried near Lady Fatima
Masuma (A)

Some years after the burial of Lady Fatima Masuma (A), Umm
Muhammad, daughter of Masa Mubarga’, son of Imam a-Tagi (A), was
buried near her grave. Some time later, Mayminah, sister of Umm
Muhammad died and was also buried near the grave of Lady Fatima
Masuma (A).

The dome on the graves of these two ladies was separate from that of
Lady Fatima Masuma (A). Then Burayhiyah, daughter of Musa, son of
Imam al-Taqi (A), was also buried in that place.17

The respected narrator, Shaykh “Abbas Qummi, has mentioned that
severa other ladies have also been buried in the same place, such as:
Zaynab, daughter of Imam al-Tadi (A); Umm Ishaqg, slave of Muhammad
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ibn Miisa Mubarga® and Umm Habib, slave of Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn
Miasa Mubarga'.18

The fact that other noble ladies from the family of the Imams (A) have
also been buried near Lady Fatima Masuma (A) explains why we find the
following passage in Lady Fatima Masuma's (A) salutation (ziyarat), where
we recite:
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“Salutation on you, O daughters of the Prophet of Allah, Salutations and
Mercy and the Blessings of Allah be on all of you.”

Another proof that others from the holy family are buried here is the
incident narrated by the late Ayatollah Hajj Aga Husain Muijtahid, who
narrates:

“At the time of Nasir a-Din Shah (d.1313 A.H), when the floor of the
shrine of Lady Fatima Masuma (A) was being covered with marble, an
opening was noticed in apart at the foot of the burial chamber (darih) of this
noble lady.

It was decided that this opening would have to be repaired from within
the crypt.

Two pious women were chosen to go into the crypt, to repair this
opening. When they entered the crypt, they saw that the opening was not
into the grave of Lady Fatima Masuma (A) herself, but led to an adjoining
crypt where the bodies of three ladies were buried. They reported that the
bodies looked completely unmarked, as if they had been buried that very
day.”

After investigation it was concluded that these bodies were of
Mayminah, daughter of Miasa Mubarga’, son of Imam al-Tadi (A) and her
two daves, Umm Ishag and Umm Habib, who had been buried there eleven
centuries ago! 19

The above does not seem surprising if one looks at the tradition of
Prophet Muhammad (S):
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“Indeed Allah has made our flesh forbidden to the earth, and the ground
never consumes from our bodies.” 20
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The Dome of the Shrine of Lady Fatima Masuma (A)
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The Shrineof Lady Fatima Masuma (A)

3.1- A brief history

After the burial of Lady Fatima Masuma (A), Masa ibn Khazraj placed a
ceiling made of wicker over the grave, which remained unchanged until
Zaynab, daughter of Imam a-Tagi (A), came to Qum and had a dome built
on the grave." The dome was built of bricks and mortar. This event occurred
in the middle of the third Islamic century.

After the passing of some time, two other domes were built near the first
dome and it was under the third dome that Zaynab, daughter of Imam al-
Tadi (A) was herself buried.

These three domes remained till the year 457 A.H, when the vizier of
Tughrul the Great, Mir Abi al-Fadl a-Tracf, at the urging of the great
scholar, Shaykh Tasr (d.460 A.H) built one high dome in place of the three
domes.

3.2 - During thereign of the Safavids

From the time of the replacement of the three domes by one, until the
time of the reign of the Safavids,” the condition of the shrine of Lady Fatima
Masuma (A) remained somewhat the same. At this time there was no
chamber above the grave, nor any porches or courtyards.

In the year 925 A.H Shah Isma’il | built a gold porch on the North side
and laid the foundation of what is now called the old courtyard. After him,
Shah Tahmasb |, built a burial chamber, with glazed tiles, around the holy
grave. He also built a porch on the South side of the grave (in the old
courtyard).

In the year 1077 A.H Shah Safiy built a courtyard for women, in the
south of the threshold of the grave, which is now the area surrounding the
enclosed area of the Mosque of Tabataba'i. This courtyard is the burial
place for Shah "Abbas and Shah Sulayman and Shah Sultan Husain.

In the time of the reign of Shah "Abbas, the burial chamber was covered
with white steel and the present chamber contains some of the same steel
with sheets of silver added to it.

3.3-During thereign of the Qajars

After the reign of the Safavids, further repairs to the shrine of Lady
Fatima Masuma (A) did not take place until the time of the reign of the
Qajarsin Iran.®

In the year 1218 A.H Fath Ali Shah Qajar made a dome of gold using
12000 gold-covered bricks. In the year 1236 A.H, the mosque known as
Masgjid-e Bala Sar [the mosqgue at the head of the holy body of Lady Fatima
Masuma (A)], was built.

In the year 1276 A.H, the porch of Shah Isma'il Safavi was decorated
with gold and in the year 1275 A.H the steel burial chamber of Shah “Abbas
was remade using silver.

Towards the end of the 13th century A.H, the foundation for a new,
bigger courtyard was laid, and the building was completed during the reign
of Nasir al-Din Shah, in the year 1303 A.H.*
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3.4 - After thevictory of thelslamic Revolution

During the course of its history, alot of elegant and beautiful decorative
work, using different materials and scripts has been added to the shrine of
Lady Fatima Masuma (A), which we are unable to go into in this book.

After the victory of the Islamic Revolution of Iran, the leader, Grand
Ayatollah Khomeini, authorised a number of important changes to the
layout and organisation of the holy shrine. More facilities for pilgrims were
introduced. The Magjid-e A'dam, built by the Grand Ayatollah Burujadi,
was annexed to the holy shrine. The shrine was enlarged and currently this
expansion project is continuing. Other changes were also been made, but
again the details lie outside the scope of this book.

3.5- Theconstruction of the burial chamber to the present
time

In the year 605 A.H, Amir Ahmad ibn Isma’il commissioned the leading
glass tileemaker and engraver of the time, Muhammad ibn Abi Tahir
Kashikar Qummi, to decorate the tomb of Lady Fatima Masuma (A). The
work was completed in 8 years.

In the year 950 A.H, Shah Tahmasb Safavi, erected a burial chamber
made of bricks and decorated with tiles of seven colours, around the tomb.
The chamber had a screen through which pilgrims could see the tomb and
put in donations and petitions into the chamber.

After some years, by the order of Shah "Abbas, a steel grill was placed in
front of the bricked burial chamber.

In the year 1230 A.H, Fath Ali Shah Qajar, covered this steel grill with
silver. This remained in place until it showed signs of deterioration and in
the year 1280 A.H, a new chamber, using silver from the old one, as well as
additional silver from the treasury, was erected, entirely replacing the old
one.
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The Old Burial Chamber (Darih) of Lady Fatima Masuma (A)

This new chamber remained for a long time over the tomb of Lady
Fatima Masuma (A), being repaired as needed, until the year 1368 A.H.
Then, by the order of the Custodian of the time, a newer burial chamber,
with a different shape was erected in place of the former one.

After over 40 years, due to the increase in the numbers of visitors to the
holy shrine, and natural deterioration, the grills of the burial chamber
became corroded.

Additionally, the wooden interior of the chamber, which had been in
place for over a hundred years, had become badly damaged. More
importantly, the constant washing of the chamber with rose water had given
it ared tinge, and cracks were found in its foundations. The considerable
damage to the chamber necessitated a replacement.

The custodian of the shrine, Ayatollah Mas'tidi, made the decision in the
year 1415 A.H to replace the burial chamber. For this purpose, the leading
expert in the field, Agha Husain Parwaresh Isfahani was commissioned to
design a new chamber. He died before he could finish the work and it was
completed by Agha Muhammad Husain “Abbaspir Isfahani.
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The New Burial Chamber (Darih) of Lady Fatima Masuma (A)

In this last and latest version of the burial chamber several changes have
been made:

» the poems and verses that were inscribed on the upper part of the old
chamber were collected and inscribed in gold lettering to go at the top of the
new chamber.

* the section between the top of the chamber and the area accessible to
the pilgrims, which was formerly made of silver, was replaced with gold.

* The upper chambers and grills which contained over 5000 spheres and
tubes were all replaced and made thicker and sturdier. For this section alone,
over 200 kilograms of pure silver was used.

» The old wooden foundations, which are not visible, were also replaced
with better and more hardwearing wood.

The chamber itself is 4 meters high, 5.25 meters long and 4.73 meters
wide. Although outwardly the latest chamber does not seem much different
from the former one, it has been made much stronger, sturdier and durable.
The total cost of these renovations to the chamber was approximately 3
billion Rials (nearly £250,000).

The project took 5 years to complete. However, by the swift work of the
builders who worked three shifts round the clock, the installation of the new
chamber was completed in just one month, thereby not unduly
inconveniencing the pilgrims.

The new burial chamber was re-opened to the public on the day of
Ghadir 1422 A.H, by Grand Ayatollah Muhammad Tagi Bahjat.

3.6 - The holy shrine at the present time
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The total area of the grounds of the shrine is over 13,000 square meters,
which includes the burial chamber (darth), the porches, the halls, the three
courtyards and the two earlier mosques (Tabataba't and Bala Sar).

More recently, a new mosque (Magjid-e A dam), which was built by the
great Marja', Grand Ayatollah Sayyid Husain Burijirdi, was annexed to the
Haram. Its dimensions alone exceed 25,000 square meters. His tomb is
situated at the entrance of the mosque that he built.

In this mosque, in the mornings, the leading scholars of today give
classes to advanced students. The mosgue is also used for al the
congregational prayers.

Between Magjid-e A’dam and the darih of Lady Fatima Masuma (A) is
situated the mosque known as Masjid-e Bala Sar. Within this mosgue are
buried several great scholars of the past, including:

* Grand Ayatollah Shaykh "Abd al-Karim Ha'iri.

 Grand Ayatollah Shaykh Muhammad Ali Araki,

* Grand Ayatollah Sayyid Muhammad Rida Gulpaygani

* Grand Ayatollah Sayyid Sadr a-Din Sadr

* Grand Ayatollah Sayyid Muhammad Tagi Khansari.

* Grand Ayatollah Sayyid Muhammad Hasan Shiraz

* Allamah Sayyid Muhammad Husain Tabataba 1

» Shahid Shaykh Murtada Mutahhart
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The Graves of Some Grand Ayatollahsin Magjid Bala Sar, in the
Shrine of Lady Fatima Masuma (A) in the Shrine of Lady Fatima
Masuma (A) in the Shrine of Lady Fatima Masuma (A)
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3.7 - Thegolden dome

In 1218 A.H, Fath Ali Shah Qajar commissioned the original golden
dome of Lady Fatima Masuma (A), using 12000 gold-covered bricks. The
dome remained unchanged for over 200 years.

In the year 1421 A.H, plans were made to change it. The event took place
asfollows:

Ayatollah Mas' udi, the custodian of the holy shrine, narrates:

“One day | went near the dome to study its condition closely. | found that
some of the gold had come off and the bricks under it were worn away.

Specialists were called for their opinion on the matter and, after some
discussion, they advised that the dome in its present state was not repairable.
It needed to be completely covered with copper first, before gold could be
placed over it.

It was calculated that the gold that would be recovered from the present
dome would be about 20 kilograms, but the restoration would require 10
tonnes of copper and 200 kilograms of 24 carat gold, the cost of which
would be about 30 billion Rials (approximately 3 million pounds)

In a special meeting the matter of the cost was brought forth for
discussion and | said: “I cannot undertake the responsibility for procuring
this cost and furthermore my age does not allow me to take on this great
task.”

The discussion took place in a private meeting with only those present in
the meeting having knowledge of it.

Some days later, | went to Ayatollah al-"Udma, Muhammad Tagi Bahjat
to discuss the matter of the reconstruction of the dome. | had not previously
informed him of the reason for my visit.

To my great surprise, after greeting me and asking me about my health,
he himself said: ‘“Why is the dome of Lady Masuma (A) not being fixed, the
dome is very worn, start the work, God will send the money needed for this
work and He will also grant you along life.’

| was indeed surprised because the matter of the reconstruction, the
problem of the cost involved and my own reservations, were not public
knowledge. It was a matter which no one other than those present in the
initial meeting knew of .

| answered: ‘ The cost of thiswork is very high and at the present time we
do not have the necessary funds.”

After a few days, Ayatollah Behjat contacted me and said, “Start the
work, God will send the money for it. Meanwhile, inform the Leader of
Iran, Ayatollah Khamene'1.”

I went to the office of the Leader and explained the matter to him. He
said, “| agree with whatever Ayatollah Behjat recommends.”

After the approval of the Leader, | decided to proceed with the
reconstruction of the dome. Ayatollah Bahjat gave me 100 million Rials.
and an amount of gold to start the work.” °

36



www.alhassanain.org/Zenglish

The Old Golden Dome of the Shrine of Lady Fatima Masuma (A)

This work commenced at the beginning of the Iranian New Year two
years ago and is presently continuing apace. It is aimed to complete the task
in the year 1426 A.H, (2005 C.E), Insha Allah. Continuous progress reports
are published in the monthly newspaper of the Haram, Payam-e Astan.

The importance of maintaining and looking after the holy shrines is

underlined by the following tradition, where the Holy Prophet (S) said to
Imam Ali (A):
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“O Ali, whoever maintains, repairs and reconstructs your tombs, and is
constantly engaged in this task, it is as if he has helped Sulayman ibn
Dawid (A) build the Bayt al-Mugaddas.”®

3.8 - Inscriptionswithin the shrine
On the walls of the buildings within the shrine are inscriptions of poems,
traditions and verses from the Qur’an in different scripts and using different
materials. These decorate the walls, porticos and minarets. A small sample
of some of these inscriptions is given below so as to familiarise the reader
with the shrine and its markings.

3.9 - Inscriptions within the dome

On the inside of the dome, and within the burial chamber that was fixed
in place in the year 1240 A.H, there are inscribed poems in Nasta'liq script,
by Fath ‘Ali Khan Saba. Both poems are in praise of Lady Fatima Masuma
(A) and the Ahl a-Bayt (A).

In the inside of the dome, a gold balcony has been constructed using
glazed multicoloured tiles.

On a background of cobalt blue, in the Thulth script, the following
tradition has been inscribed in Arabic: (this tradition has been reported by
both Shi*a and Sunni scholars)
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The translation of the text is as follows:

Zamakhshari in his al-Kashshaf and Tha'labi in his Kashf al-Bayan [two
great Sunni scholars] have both narrated from the Messenger of Allah, who
SHEiiBe aware that whoever dies having love for the family of Muhammad
dies a martyr.

Be aware that whoever dies having love for the family of Muhammad
diesforgiven.
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Be aware that whoever dies having love for the family of Muhammad
dies with faith and perfection.

Be aware that whoever dies having love for Muhammad and the family
of Muhammad, the angel of death and the two angels, Nakir and Munkar
will give him good tidings of Heaven.

Be aware that whoever dies having love for Muhammad and the family
of Muhammad, will be raised to Heaven.

Be aware that whoever dies having love for Muhammad and the family
of Muhammad, Allah will open two doors leading into Heaven in his grave.

Be aware that whoever dies having love for Muhammad and the family
of Muhammad, Allah will make his grave a place of pilgrimage for the
angels of Mercy.

Be aware that whoever dies having enmity for Muhammad and the
family of Muhammad, on the Day of Judgement, in between his two eyes
will be written, “He has no hope of receiving the mercy of Allah.”

Be aware that whoever dies having enmity for the family of Muhammad,
dies an unbeliever (Kafir).

Be aware that whoever dies having enmity for the family of Muhammad
will not even smell the fragrance of Heaven.”

Then under it, has been written:
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Which trandlates as:

“O Allah! Send Your blessings on a-Mustafa Muhammad, on al-
Murtada Ali, on a-Batal Fatima, on the two grandsons [of the Prophet],
Hasan and Husain, on Zayn al-"Abidin Ali, on al-Bagir Muhammad, on al-
Sadiq Ja'far, on al-Kazim Misa, on al-Rida Ali, on al-Tagi Muhammad, on
al-Naqt Ali, on al-Zaki Hasan and on al-Hujjat al-Qa’im Mahdi, Master of

the Time. These are the Imams of guidance and the lights in the darkness; |
accept their guardianship and maintain enmity with their enemies.”

3.10 - Inscriptions on thetomb

The tomb is built up with bricks, which are decorated with different
coloured glass tiles, and on them are inscribed:

* The Verse al-Kursi (2:255), written in Naskh script

* Various verses, written in Naskh script, in gold lettering

* Various verses, written in Kafi script

* The Chapter al-Mulk, written in Naskh script, in gold lettering

* Other verses from the Qur’ an.

Under the inscriptions, it is written in Naskh script: “Written and
inscribed by Muhammad ibn Abt Tahir ibn Abt al-Husain.”
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On the glass tiles around the grave from above to below are engraved:

* The Chapter Yasin,

* The Chapter al-Rahman,

* The Chapter al-Mulk,

* The Chapter Hal Ata

* The Chapter a-Qadr

and7also several traditions from the Prophet (S), which are reproduced
below:

Tradition 1
Gl a3 55 D0 6T D a3 5 Bl G870 (L) D J

“Whoever guards his tongue from dishonouring the people, on the Day of
Judgement, God will forgive his lapses.”

Tradition 2
“Whoever causes a separation between a mother and her child, God will
cause a separation between him and Heaven.”
Tradition 3
ol Galas Jigzd 22
“A good question is half of learning.”
Tradition 4
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RSy A R (K
“God, Most High, helps His servant so long as the servant helps his
brother.”

3.11 - Miraclesthat have occurred at the holy shrine

Numerous miracles have taken place at the shrine of Lady Fatima
Masuma (A) over the centuries. Pilgrims come here for the blessing of the
noble lady and are not disappointed. Miraculous events are scrupulously
recorded in aspecial office within the shrine and details of some of them are
regularly published in issues of the shrine’s monthly newspaper, the Payam-
e Astan.

There are so many miracles which have occurred at this holy site, that it
would not be possible to mention them all. Perhaps the only non-Ma'sum
whose shrine is the site for similar occurrences is Hadzrat "Abbas (A) in
Karbala and Lady Zaynab (A) in Damascus. Here, afew brief examples are
mentioned:

1. Cureof aSeriouslliness

A man by the name of Mirza Asadullah, who was a guard at the shrine of
Lady Fatima Masuma (A), developed gangrene in one foot. It had become
so bad that the doctors advised amputation of the foot to halt the progress of
the disease.

The night before the scheduled amputation, Mirza Asadullah decided to
go to the shrine of Lady Fatima Masuma (A) and pray for a miracle. He
prayed earnestly in the shrine late into the night, until the shrine was shut.
He remained inside weeping and beseeching the noble lady for assistance.

Next day early morning, while it was still dark, the guards who had come
to reopen the doors of the Shrine heard him shouting, “Open the door, the
Lady has been kind to me, through her intercession | have been cured.”

They opened the doors and found Mirza Asadullah standing there,
completely cured. He gave the following account of the events leading up to
his cure, which have been recorded in his words:

“A noble lady approached me and asked: ‘What is it that you want?' |
replied, ‘Cure me of thisillness in my foot; ask Allah for my cure or my
death!’

Then that noble Lady rubbed the corner of her scarf on my foot a few
times and said: ‘Allah has cured you'. Immediately, | felt better and the
constant pain in my foot disappeared. | asked her who she was, and she
replied: ‘How do you not recognize me, while you are one of the guards of
my shrine? | am Fatima, daughter of Miisa ibn Ja'far.””®

2. Seeking guidance from Lady Fatima Masuma (A) by Mulla Sadra
Sadr al-Din Muhamad ibn Ibrahim Shirazi, well known as Mulla Sadra or
Sadr al-Muta allihin, was a great scholar of philosophy during the time of
the Safavids. After the death of his father, Mulla Sadra moved to a village
called “Kahak” (near Qum), where he spent alot of histime in deep thought
and contemplation.
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Mulla Sadra would continuously go to Makka for pilgrimage and it was
on his return from the seventh of these journeys that he died in Basra, in the
year 1050 A.H.

His works include: Al-Hikmat al-Muta'aliyat f1 al-Asfar al-* Agliyah al-
Arbi‘at (The Transcendent Wisdom Concerning the Four Intellectual
Journeys), Kitab al-Masha‘ir (The Book of Metaphysical Penetrations) and
Al-Hikmat al-‘ Arshiyat (The Wisdom of the Throne).

Whenever Mulla Sadra encountered any scholarly problems he would
travel to Qum and pay homage to Lady Fatima Masuma (A) and through her
guidance, he would be able to solve these problems.’

The late Grand Ayatollah Sayyid Shahab al-Din Mar ashi Ngjafi has
said, “Whenever Mulla Sadra faced a philosophical problem or something
which he had difficulty in understanding, he would come to the shrine of
Lady Fatima Masuma (A) and ask for her assistance. With her help, he
would invariably find the answers which he was searching for.” *°

3. Theresolution of the difficulties of Ayatollah Najaft by Lady Fatima
Masuma (A)

The late Grand Ayatollah Sayyid Shahab al-Din Mar ashi Najaf narrates,
“When | was young, | faced some difficult times, the most difficult of which
was when | wanted to get my daughter married and did not have the money
or possessions for her trousseau.

With sadness in my heart | went to the shrine of Lady Fatima Masuma
(A) and with tears in my eyes, | asked reproachfully, ‘Oh my Lady and
Mistress, why do you not care about my life? How can | get my daughter
married with these empty hands?

After pleading in this manner, | returned home. | dozed off and in my
dream | heard someone knocking at my door. | opened it, there stood a
person who said: ‘ The lady is seeking you.’ | quickly went to the shrine.

When | entered the courtyard, | saw a number of ladies cleaning the
golden porch. | asked them why they were cleaning so thoroughly, they
replied that the lady was coming soon. After a little time, Lady Fatima
Masuma (A) appeared. Her appearance and manner, was just like my
grandmother, Lady Fatima Zahra (A), whom | had previously seen in my
dreams three times.

| went closer to my aunt, Lady Fatima Masuma (A) and kissed her hand.
She said to me: ‘Oh Shahab! When have we not thought of you, that you
now expect harshness from us and are complaining. You have been under
our eyes since the time you have arrived in Qum and we have been granting
you your desires.’

When | woke from my deep. | understood that | had been impolite in my
approach to Lady Fatima Masuma (A) and so | immediately went to her
shrine to apologize and ask for her forgiveness. Soon after that, my
problems were solved and my life became easier.™

This is a mention of only a few of the miracles as there is not enough
space in this book to mention more. However, probably, the greatest of all
the miracles of this noble lady is her influence on this city of Qum which
has become what it is, due to her presence, guidance, inspiration and
blessing.
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TheHoly City of Qum

4.1 - Introduction

Qum is the smallest province in Iran. It was previously a district
belonging to the state of Arak, then it was attached to Tehran until it was
finally certified as an independent province.

The province has an area of approximately 12,000 square kilometres. It is
bounded by Tehran and Saweh to the north, Delijan and Kashan to the
south, and the Salt Lake and Tafresh to the east. The province includes one
city, four regions, nine rural districts and 256 villages. Since it adjoins the
central desert, Qum has a semi-desert climate.

In 1947 C.E, its population was no more than 150,000 but by the time of
the Islamic Revolution in 1979 CE, the population of Qum had reached
about 400,000. After the revolution, the city underwent rapid growth and its
current population approaches 1,000,000, a large number of whom are
religious students coming from all over the world to study in this great
centre of Islamic Learning, under the holy patronage and in the blessed
presence of Lady Fatima Masuma (A).

Aside from being a world-renowned centre of Islamic knowledge, Qum
isalso:

* an agricultural city, producing wheat, cotton, pomegranate, fig,
pistachio and melon.

* an industrial city, manufacturing carpets, pottery, plastic products and
building materials.

» a commercia city, due to its location at the crossroads that connects
northern Iran to its south, and the vast number of pilgrims.

A slight disadvantage of Qum’s location is that its main water supply is
through the salty rivers that come from the mountains around it.

4.2 - Thehistory of Qum

In the period just before the advent of Islam, Qum was populated by
Zoroastrians. The city was conquered by the Muslims in 23 A.H, under the
command of Abii Miisa Ash'ar, and has remained Muslim since.!

In 66 A.H, after the uprising of Mukhtar (who was seeking revenge for
the murder of Imam Husain (A) in Karbala), a group of his Shi‘a followers
from the Bani Asad tribe travelled from Kufato Qum, and took refuge in the
area of Jamkaran.?

In the year 83 A.H, a large number of Arabs belonging to the Ashart
tribe of Y emen, migrated and settled in this region and repopulated the city.

From the beginning of its Islamic history, the city of Qum became the
centre of the Shi‘ain the area, and by the end of the first Islamic century,
more than 6000 Shi“a had settled in the city.

The Shi“a of this city revolted against the Umayyad caliphs and after the
inception of the Abbasid caliphate in 132 A.H, they also remained at odds
with the Abbasid caliphs.

In the year 200 A.H, when Imam a-Rida (A) was on his way from
Madina to Khurasan, he passed through Qum, and the house where he
stayed was |ater converted into a Madrasah (an Islamic seminary).
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In the year 201 A.H, Lady Fatima Masuma (A) came to the city, and
after a brief illness, she died and was buried there. Her sacred grave became
apilgrimage site for the Shi“a, and the city of Qum was thereafter popularly
called “Qum-e Mugaddas’ (the Holy Qum).

Over the centuries, Qum emerged as a Shi"a learning centre. The Islamic
Seminaries (al-Hawzah al-"Ilmiyah) in Qum became particularly popular
after the Islamic Revolution in Iran and aso due to the decline of the
seminariesin Najaf, following the persecution of the hostile regimein Iraqg.

4.3 - Theldamic Seminaries of Qum

Qum is well known for its many religious seminaries and institutes that
offer advanced religious studies. These collectively make up the Hawzah (a
short form of al-Hawzah a-"IImiyah), which presently consists of over 200
education and research centres and organisations, catering for over 40,000
scholars and students from over 80 countries of the world.

From the earliest arrival of the Shiain the first Islamic century, schools
and Madrasahs were set up for learning and propagating the teachings of the
Prophet (S) and his household (A).

The first of these Madrasahs is attributed to the Ash'ari family, who
settled in Qum towards the end of the first century and set up a Hawzah.
When Imam al-Sadiq (A) heard about this establishment, he gave the good
tidings of the future greatness of Qum.*

The Hawzah gained strength and was further blessed with a visit by
Imam al-Rida (A) at the beginning of the third century. The house in which
Imam (A) resided was later converted to a Madrasah, known as “al-
Radawiyah” >

However, it was after Lady Fatima Masuma (A) was buried in Qum, that
Shi‘a scholars began to gather around her shrine and Qum gained a
reputation as a centre of higher religious learning.

During this period there were many great Shi'a scholars, including
Ahmad ibn Ishag Ash’art Qummi, who was the deputy of Imam al-"Askari
(A) in Qum and who was privileged to have been shown the infant Imam al-
Mahdi (A).

Under the orders of Imam al-"Askart (A), Ahmad ibn Ishaq built the
oldest mosque in Qum today, the Masjid-e Imam.®

Probably the greatest Qummi scholar of the fourth century was Shaykh
Abt Jafar Muhammad ibn Ali Babawayh Qummi, popularly known as
Shaykh Sadiiq (d. 381 A.H). It is famously reported that he was born as a
result of the prayer of Imam al-Mahdi (A).

The Hawzah continued to gain strength and the sixth century writer,
Shaykh “Abd al-Jal1l Razi, reported over ten active Madrasahs in Qum at his
time.

The Safavids, who ruled Iran from 905 A.H until 1135 A.H, were great
patrons of the Hawzah and provided financial assistance for the construction
of new Madrasahs and for improving the facilities for the students.

It was at this time that the Madrasah Faydiyah was built.

Great scholars of Qum of this era include, Mulla Sadra Shirazi, (the
author of Asfar), and his two illustrious sons-in-law, Mulla Muhsin Fayd
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and Mulla "Abd al-Razzaq Fayyad. Shaykh Baha'i is also reported to have
spent some time in Madrasah Faydiyah during this period.”

The presence of these great scholars in Qum was a great boost for the
Hawzah and their influence persisted in the rule of the Qajars, who ruled
Iran between 1200 A.H and 1339 A.H. During this time, the Hawzah was
under the guardianship of great scholars such as, Grand Ayatollah Mirza
Abi al-Qasim Qummi, Grand Ayatollah Mirza Muhammad Fayd and Grand
Ayatollah Shaykh "Abd al-Karim Ha'ir1.

Grand Ayatollah Ha'iri (d. 1355 A.H) is credited with reviving the
Hawzah of Qum and setting the foundation of the present day organisation.
He organised the classes and syllabi, devised a system of examinations,
arranged the stipends for the students and brought uniformity to the formal
dress of the scholars. During his time, the Hawzah gained world-wide fame
and over 3,000 students flocked to Qum to study. Some of the well known
scholars who studied under him were Grand Ayatollah Shaykh Muhammad
Ali Araki, Grand Ayatollah Sayyid Muhammad Rida Gulpaygani and Grand
Ayatollah Sayyid Ruhullah Khomeini.

After the passing away of Grand Ayatollah Ha'iri, the running of the
Hawzah fell to the responsibility of Grand Ayatollah Sayyid Muhammad
Hujjat, then Grand Ayatollah Sayyid Sadr al-Din Sadr and then Grand
Ayatollah Sayyid Muhammad Tagi Khansari.

Then came the era of the eminent scholar, Grand Ayatollah Sayyid
Husain Burgjerdi (d. 1380 A.H), under whom the Hawzah gained new
heights. He built a great mosque next to the shrine of the Lady Fatima
Masuma, called “Magid-e A"dam”.

After the victory of Islamic Revolution in Iran, the political pressure on
the Hawzah and religious scholars and students was removed and the
activities of the Hawzah were expanded.

At present, a high council of scholars (Shura-ye “Ali-ye Hawze-ye
“lImiyeh-ye Qum) appointed by the Supreme Leader and Grand Ayatollahs
(maraji’) supervise the Hawzah. Under this council, there is an
administrative body that runs the religious training of over 40,000 students
in Qum.

4.4 - Other placesof interest in Qum

Museum of the holy shrine

The museum, which is called “the Astane Museum”, is attached to the
Madrasah Faydiyah, abutting the new courtyard. It contains the gifts and
bequests that have made to Lady Fatima Masuma (A) over the years by
various well-wishers.

Prior to the establishment of the museum in 1314 A.H./1925 C.E, the
endowed treasures of the sanctuary which are now on display were stored in
what was termed "the treasury”. The treasury was deemed necessary by the
custodians of the sanctuary after a spate of thefts at the end of the Safavid
period.

In 1992 C.E, as a result of the extra acquisitions of the museum, the
basement level of the building was refashioned and annexed to the museum.
The result was a museum complex, including administrative rooms, display
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areas and restoration facilities in some 1000 square metres. The displays are
on two floors and include costly carpets, coinage, artwork and rare
manuscripts of the Holy Qur’ an.
Magid-e Jamkaran
This mosgue was built in 293 A.H, during the Minor Occultation (al-
Ghaybat al-Sughra) of Imam Mahdi (A), and according to his
recommendation.

The M osgue of Jamkaran

Grand Ayatollah Sayyid Shahab al-Din Mar ashi Najafi (d. 1411 A.H)
writes, “This mosque was established from the earliest days of the
Ghaybah...® Imam al-Mahdi (A) has been continuously seen at this mosque
since that time...Shaykh Sadiq enlarged the mosque and during the Safavid
era it was repaired several times...| personaly have witnhessed numerous
miraculous events at this mosque...In short, there is no doubt that this
mosgue is one of the frequenting places of Imam Mahdi (A), and, after
Magjid-e Sahlah in Kufa, it is the most probable site for a viewing of the
Imam (A).”°

The mosqgue is situated six kilometres to the south-east of Qum, and
draws large crowds of pilgrims, especially on Tuesday nights. According to
many reports, thisisthe night on which the Imam (A) visits this mosgue.

Musalla-ye Quds
Thisis alarge mosque situated near Safa’tyeh Square in Qum and is the
location for the weekly Friday prayers. Presently, the three Imams of Friday
prayers are, Ayatollah Ali Meshkini, Ayatollah lbrahim Amini and
Ayatollah Jawadi Amuli.
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The huge silver-coloured dome of this beautiful mosgue, which is
currently under construction, is afamiliar landmark in Qum.

Various shrinesof children of thelmams (A)

Various members of the family of Ahul Bait (A) migrated to Iran after
Imam al-Rida (A) moved to Khurasan. After the martyrdom of the Imam
(A), many of them came to settle in Qum, the major Shi'i centre at the time.
It is estimated that there are over 400 graves of these members of the family
of the Imams (Imamzadehs) in Qum.

Some of these graves are within the holy shrine of Lady Fatima Masuma
(A). They are situated at different locations in the shrine, some with small
domes of their own. These days, the chambers in which their graves are
situated also serve as administrative offices for the various departments in
charge of the shrine.

Other graves are scattered around the city, for example:

« Miisa Mubarga’, son of Imam Taqf (A) isburied in Azar Square, where
thereisalso alarge buria site called “Chehel Akhtaran” which was reserved
asaburial areafor the descendants of the Prophet (S).

» Imamzadeh Ahmad, the grandson of Imam al-Sadiq (A), is buried at
“Darvazeh Qal eh” in the southern side of Qum.

* Ali ibn Ja'far (A) is buried in “Chahar Mardan.”

There is a narration that whenever one visits these graves of the pious
descendants of the Prophet (S), one should recite the following salutation:™
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4.5 - Traditions about thevirtues of Qum
There are many traditions narrated from the Prophet (S) and the Imams
(A) about the virtues of Qum, and a few are narrated below:
1. "Affan Basr1 narrates that Imam al-Sadiq (A) asked him:
6.; {"J wﬁ‘ é szub\
“Do you know why Qum has been named ‘ Qum’ ?”

| answered: ‘God, the Prophet (S) and you are more knowledgeable.’
Imam (A) replied:
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“Qum has been so named because the people of Qum will gather around
the Steadfast Imam of the household of the Prophet (S) [Qa’im-e Al-e
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Muhammad; Imam Mahdi (A)]; they will make a stand (Qiyam) under his
banner, stay loyal to him and be helpers for him.”*?

2. The Prophet (S) narrates that at the time of his Mi raj [Ascension to
the Heaveng], his attention was drawn to a land which stood out [Qum]. He
asked Jibra’1l about it and Jibra’1l answered:

GRS IUERE S
“Thisisthe land of your Shi a and the Shi*a of your successor, Ali.”

In the beginning of this tradition, it is narrated that the Prophet (S)
banished Satan from this area, saying to him:

Sala 23
“Get away, Oh cursed one!”

And thisis how the name of Qum came about.*®
3. Imam al-Kadim (A) has said:
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“Qum is the home of the family of the Prophet (S) and a sanctuary for
their Shi"a. However, a group from their youth will be destroyed due to their
disobedience to their fathers and their belittling and insulting of their great
figures and elders. However, Allah will defend them [the people of Qum]
from the evil intent of their enemies and from any unpleasant event.”**
4. Imam a-Kadim (A) has said:
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“A man from the people of Qum will call the people towards the truth. A
group of men will be attracted to him like pieces of iron to a magnet. Strong
winds will not shake them. They will not flinch from war and they will not
be afraid; they will trust in Allah; and the [good] end belongs to the
pious.” ™
5. Imam al-Sadiq (A) has said:
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“Soon Kufa will become empty of the faithful, and knowledge will go
out of Kufa as a snake goes out of its lair. Then the knowledge will appear
in a land called Qum. It will become the centre of knowledge and merits.
No-one, not even the women at home, will be unaware of the religion of

God. Thiswill be close to the time of the reappearance of our Qa’im (Imam
Mahdi).”*
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Islamic Republic of Iran
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The Pilgrimage of Lady Fatima Masuma (A)
5.1 - Themerits of the pilgrimage of Lady Fatima Masuma

(A)

There have been many traditions from the Imams (A) about the rewards
awarded to those who perform the pilgrimage of this noble lady, some of
which are mentioned below:

1. Imam al-Sadiq (A) has said:

B Esns Lyl a5 Aabl and ooVl 5 S L i
“A lady from my children, by the name of Fatima will be buried in Qum.

Whoever visits her [shrine], will certainly be admitted to Heaven.”*
2. Imam al-Sadiq (A) has also said:

SN

“Visiting her earns Heaven.””

3. Sadibn Sa'd al-Ash'ari narrates, “| asked Imam al-Rida (A) about the
reward awarded for performing the pilgrimage of Lady Fatima Masuma (A)
and the Imam (A) replied:”

a4 4B W)y o

“Whoever visits her [shrine], his reward will be Heaven.”*

4. Imam a-Rida (A) has also said:

2 6 iz Bl Wy o
“Whoever visits her [shrine], while knowing and being aware of her high

status, the reward for him will be Heaven.”*
5. Imam al-Rida (A) has also said:

B S 5 Bsardllly s
“Whoever visits Masumain Qum, it is like he has visited me.”*
And Imam a-Rida (A) has also said:
W8I 58 0903 1 5 (Jos o 385 gy A3 YT

“Be aware, whoever visits me in a state of purity [after doing ghusl], he
will come out of sin and become cleansed [purified of sin], asif he has just
been born from his mother.”®

Therefore, it follows that that same purity is obtained from performing
the pilgrimage of Lady Fatima Masuma (A).

6. A Shi'awent to perform the pilgrimage of Imam a-Rida (A) and after
the pilgrimage he decided to go to Karbala. On his way, he saw Imam al-
Rida (A) in a dream. Imam (A) said to him, “Why did you not also pass
through Qum and perform the pilgrimage at the grave of my sister?"’

7. Mulla Haydar Khansari narrates a tradition from Imam al-Rida (A):
“Whoever is unable to perform my pilgrimage, he should perform the
pilgrimage of my brother in Ray [Hadrat Hamzah, buried near Hadrat “Abd
al-"Adim] or my sister [Lady Fatima Masuma (A)] in Qum. He will get the
same reward as he would for performing my pilgrimage.”®

1. Imam Muhammad Taqi al-Jawad (A) has said:
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“Whoever visits my aunt [Lady Fatima Masuma (A)] in Qum, will enter
Heaven.”®

From the foregoing traditions we can see the immense reward, narrated
from three Imams (A), of performing the pilgrimage of this noble lady.

An interesting point is that, in tradition no. 5 above, Imam al-Rida (A)
has made the reward of performing the pilgrimage of Lady Fatima Masuma
(A) equal to that of performing pilgrimage at his own grave.

It is also interesting to compare this tradition with the following: Imam
al-Sadiq (A) was asked, “what is the reward of someone who performs the
pilgrimage of one of the Imams (A)?” Imam (A) replied:

D dyes Sl 345
“It islike he has visited the Prophet (S) of Allah.”*°

5.2 - Etiquettes of the pilgrimage

The following points should be borne in mind at the time of going to the
holy shrine for Ziyarat:

Before going to the shrine, purify yourself by performing the ritual bath
(ghusl).

Then with clean, perfumed clothes go to the shrine. Before entering the
hall of the burial chamber, one must recite the short request of permission to
enter (idhn-e dukhal).

Then enter with the right foot, with humility and reverence, face the
Qiblah and recite:

Allahu Akbar (571 & - Allah is Greater) 34 times;
Subhan Allah (&) 0. - Glory be to Allah) 33 times;

Allhamdu Lillah (4‘» Lt - All praiseisfor Allah) 33 times.

On first seeing the tomb, recite the Salawat, then recite the Ziyarat facing
her shrine, with full concentration and awareness of the meaning of the
words you are saying and of the personality you are addressing.

After completing the Ziyarat, recite two units of prayer (salat), which is
recommended after every Ziyarat. This prayer demonstrates the fact that
while we revere the personalities that we have addressed in the Ziyarat, it is
only Allah Whom we worship. All prostrations are for Allah only, and
prostration for anyone else is forbidden.

St A )

“[O Ahl al-Bayt!] | seek nearness to Allah through my love for you.

Notes
1. Bihar a-Anwar, vol. 48, p. 317; val. 60, p. 216 & vol. 102, p. 266.
2. Ibid., vol. 60, p. 219.
3. “Uyin Akhbar al-Rida, val. 2, p. 267.
4. Bihar a-Anwar, vol. 48, p. 317.
5. Nasikh al-Tawarikh, vol. 3, p. 68; Rayahin a-Shart a, val. 5, p. 35.
6. “Uyan Akhbar al-Ridaa, val. 2, p. 260.
7. Anwar al-Masha'sha'in, val. 1, p. 212.
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8. Mulla Haydar Khwansari, Zubdat al-Tasanif, vol. 6, p. 159.
9. Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 102, p. 265.
10. "Uyan Akhbar al-Rida, val. 2, p. 262.
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Ziyarat (salutation) of Lady Fatima Masuma (A)
A 3gheo 23 e oL
Peace be on Adam, the Selected one of Allah.

) s e e
Peace be on Nih, the Prophet of Allah.
A et e oSl
Peace be on Ibrahim, the Friend of Allah.
B S pse o 2L

Peace be on Musa, who was Spoken with by Allah.
& T e e el
Peace be on "Esa, the Spirit of Allah.
h gy b Elde (M\
Peace be on you, O Messenger of Allah.
A gl b e pSL)
Peace be on you, O Best of Allah’s creatures.
A ao b alde aoL)
Peace be on you, O Selected one of Allah.
) Ft Al sy i b elde 2L
Peace be on you, O Muhammad son of "Abdullah, the Seal of the
Prophets.
bl o e el el L Elde 2L
3 I (23

Peace be on you, O Commander of the Faithful, Ali son of Abt Talib,
and the Successor of the Messenger of Allah.

Gkl slad B bl L e p3L)
Peace be on you, O Fatima, the leader of the women of the worlds.
B! ol Ols iy 2 15 e | LSCle 2D
Peace be on you, O the two grandsons of the Prophet of mercy, and the
masters of the youth of Heaven.

d#&urpﬁjJQungmqy;uﬁgugagufmA\
Peace be on you, O Ali son of Husain, the leader of worshippers, O
tranquillity for those who gaze at you.

&mJQFhM;p&u¢ﬂx;g¢gu¢mA\
Peace be on you, O Muhammad son of Ali,
O reveder of knowledge after the Prophet.

¥ S Galall aas oy e | Elds S5
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Peace be on you, O Ja'far son of Muhammad,
the truthful, the righteous, the trusted.

AR RNV PP TR W W
Peace be on you, O Miisa son of Ja'far,
the pure, the purified.

@M Lo s o e b Elde aDL)
Peace be on you, O Ali son of Musa,
the pleased, the pleasing.

&J\ e o s L slle L
Peace be on you, O Muhammad son of Ali,
the pious.
w‘y\@auj\ A A3 nde b sl L
Peace be on you, O Ali son of Muhammad,
the pure, the benevolent, the trusted.

Peace be on Hasan son of Ali.
odny s :;.pj)\ LSLC (M\
Peace be on the successor after him.
Sl e lafimg Slioy rangy Ly tlgy Sy dyg el 2l
O Allah, Bless Your light and torch, the heir of your vicegerent, the
successor of Y our appointed successor and guide for mankind.

:m Jj"-*') o b el (M‘
Peace be on you, O daughter of the Messenger of Allah!
Afdoty dabls ey | Sls (m)L..J\
Peace be on you, O daughter of Fatima and Khadijah!
Gt el e bl 2Ll

Peace be on you, O daughter of
the Commander of the Faithful!

Gty ) i b Elde 2L

Peace be on you, O daughter of
Hasan and Husain!

B tly o b alde pOLL)

Peace be on you, O daughter of
the vicegerent of Allah!

A tly el elle poL

Peace be on you, O sister of
the vicegerent of Allah!

A tly axe b Elds pd)
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Peace be on you, O aunt of the vicegerent of Allah!
S o gmse iy lde 2O
51Sye &) Ay
Peace be on you, O daughter of

Musa son of Jafar! May Allah shower
His mercy and blessings on you!

) 3 oSy Ly 1 e e 2L
Peace be on you.
May Allah grant us your companionship in Heaven,

WSS 3 Loy
And put us in your group,
oS5 2 Loyl
And lead us to your Prophet’s Fountain,
b 1 e 8 2 S I Ul

v&l&ﬁ\)\ sk

And quench our thirst out of your grandfather’s own cup, in the hand of
Ali. May Allah bless you all!

Al 5l oSy OF i L
| ask Allah to grant us, through you,
happiness and ease,

.&;rﬁhémL}Pﬁbhmédg

ey o

And to brings us and you into the group of your grandfather,
Muhammad. May Allah bless you all!

And not to deprive us from understanding your status. Truly, He is the
Guardian and is All-powerful.

WSl e selilly oSGt I ) s
| seek nearness to Allah through my love for you, and through my enmity
for your enemies,

7S Ny oo b 4y Ly A1 ] s
And | surrender to Allah willingly, neither denying nor being arrogant,
Ubb@nggfu&@yj

And | accept with unshaken faith what was brought by Muhammad, and
am content with that.

Gl 5—«-15‘ Sl b Sy Iy s
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5N Il
We seek Your providence by this, O my Master! And Your pleasure in
the next world, O my Lord!

i 3 sl bl |
ol 2 Gle d wee e U
O Fatima! Intercede for me, so that | enter Heaven,
for indeed you have a great status in the eyes of Allah!
Bzl o of Sl &) 2l
b Ul Lo Zo s D
O Allah, I ask You to make my destiny good,
and not to take away what | have [out of Y our favour] at present.

weaal) ol L V)55 Yy Js Y

There is no might or power save that of Allah, the Exalted, the Great.
iy LS Ay W ot 2l
&:ALG) mjj

So by Your Generosity, Honour, Mercy and Bounteousness, accept our
supplication.

Lbos Loy comal Ty a2 e iy Loy
oA e T
And may the blessings of Allah shower on Muhammad and all his

household and give them abundance and peace. O the most Merciful of the
merciful!
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