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Trandslator’s Foreword

| thank God the Almighty for the opportunity granted to me to undertake
the preparation of this two volume book - The Source Of Traditions On
Imam Ridha (as) or Uyun Akhbar Al-Ridha - after the successful
completion of An Anthology Of Idamic Poetry Vol.1; Imam Ridha’s
Pilgrimage Procedures And Prayers; A Divine Perspective On Rights; The
Complete Edition Of The Treatise On Rights; Mishkat Ul-Anwar Fi Ghurar
[I-Akhbar and The Islamic Family Structure. The present work has been
compiled by Sheikh Sadooq and covers the major traditions about the life,
the decrees, the arguments, the writings and the sayings of Imam Musa ibn
Jafar (a-Kazim) (a.s.) and Imam Ali ibn Musa Al-Ridha (a.s.). The book
mainly focuses on Imam Ali ibn Musa Al-Ridha (a.s.). However, it covers
much of what happened to his father (a.s.), as that affected him. | have
translated this work from Arabic into English for the interested readers.
Regarding the references to the Holy Quran's verses, | have exactly cited
them for coherency using an available translation of the Quran into English
by Mr. Abdullah Yusuf Ali - may God reward him. The trandation of the
Holy Quran that | used is the following:

The Holy Quran

Text, Trandation, Commentary and Notes Large Size (1 Volume)

Abdullah Yusuf Ali (English & Arabic).

First of al, | thank God for His help in granting the health, the strength,
and the sustenance to undertake and complete this tremendously difficult
task. May He accept it as a minor service.

I have relied on many sources of reference materials in completing this
tremendous task. | am indebted to all those sources which | cannot name
one by one. | am also indebted to my dear wife for her careful editing of the
work which has added a lot of value to it. | am also indebted to Ansariyan
Publications for patiently supporting this work and completing the final
typesetting of the book.

| warmly welcome any suggestions made by the readers that might help
me become informed about my errors and shortcomings, and help me
improve future works.

As there are many references to the names of the Divine Leaders in this
book, | have listed them in order here so that the reader can refer to thislist
whenever needed:

1- Imam Ali (a.s.): The Commander of the Faithful - Ali ibn Abi Talib
(as.)

2- Imam Al-Hassan (a.s.): Al-Hassan ibn Ali ibn Abi Talib (a.s.)

3- Imam Al-Husayn (a.s.): Al-Husayn ibn Ali ibn Abi Talib (a.s.))

4- Imam As-Sgjjad (a.s.): Ali ibn Al-Husayn ibn Ali ibn Abi Talib (a.s))

5- Imam Al-Bagir (a.s.): Muhammad bin Ali ibn Al-Husayn ibn Ali ibn
Abi Taib (as.)

6- Imam As-Sadiq (a.s.): Ja'far ibn Muhammad bin Ali ibn Al-Husayn
ibn Ali ibn Abi Talib (a.s.)

7- Imam Al-Kazim (a.s.): Musaibn Ja far ibn Muhammad bin Ali ibn Al-
Husayn ibn Ali ibn Abi Talib (a.s.)
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8- Imam Al-Ridha (a.s.): Ali ibn Musaibn Ja far ibn Muhammad bin Ali
ibn Al-Husayn ibn Ali ibn Abi Talib (a.s.)

9- Imam Al-Jawad (a.s.): Muhammad ibn Ali ibn Musa ibn Ja'far ibn
Muhammad bin Ali ibn Al-Husayn ibn Ali ibn Abi Talib (a.s.)

10- Imam Al-Nagi (a.s.): Ali ibn Muhammad ibn Ali ibn Musa ibn Ja far
ibn Muhammad bin Ali ibn Al-Husayn ibn Ali ibn Abi Talib (a.s.)

11- Imam At-Tagi (a.s.): Al-Hassan ibn Ali ibn Muhammad ibn Ali ibn
Musa ibn Jafar ibn Muhammad bin Ali ibn Al-Husayn ibn Ali ibn Abi
Talib (as)

12- Imam Al-Mahdi (as.): Muhammad ibn Al-Hassan ibn Ali ibn
Muhammad ibn Ali ibn Musa ibn Ja'far ibn Muhammad bin Ali ibn Al-
Husayn ibn Ali ibn Abi Talib (a.s.).

| have also listed them in order in the form they appear in Tradition No.
6-1 recorded on a silvery-white pear| brilliant sheet of paper in the hands of
the Blessed Lady Fatima (a.s.):

1- Abul Hassan Ali ibn Abi Talib al-Murtadha (Imam Ali) whose mother
is Fatima - the daughter of Asad ibn Hashem ibn Abd Manaf

2- Abu Muhammad Al-Hassan ibn Ali al-Barr, whose mother is (the
Blessed Lady) Fatima - the daughter of Muhammad

3- Abu Abdullah Al-Husayn ibn Ali At-Tagi whose mother is (the
Blessed Lady) Fatima - the daughter of Muhammad

4- Abu Muhammad Ali ibn Al-Husayn a-Adl whose mother is Shahr
Banu - the daughter of Yazd Gird

5- Abu Jafar Muhammad ibn Ali Al-Bagir whose mother is Umm
Abdullah - the daughter of Al-Hassan ibn Ali ibn Abi Talib

6- Abu Abdullah Ja far ibn Muhammad As-Sadig whose mother is Umm
Farwa - the daughter of Al-Qasim ibn Muhammad ibn Abi Bakr

7- Abu lbrahim Musa ibn Ja far whose mother is a slave maid called
Hamidah al-Mosaf’ fat

8- Abul Hassan Ali ibn Musa Al-Ridha’ (a.s.) whose mother is a slave
maid called Najma

9- Abu Ja' far Muhammad ibn Ali al-Zak’ ki whose mother isa slave maid
called Khayzaran

10- Abul Hassan Ali ibn Muhammad Al-Amin whose mother is a slave
maid called Susan

11- Abu Muhammad Al-Hassan ibn Ali al-Rafiq whose mother is a slave
maid called Samanah and whose nickname is Ummul Hassan

12- Abul Qasim Muhammad ibn Al-Hassan (a.s.) who is the Riser - the
Proof of God - whose mother is a slave maid called Narjis.

May God' s Blessings be upon them all.

Dr. Ali Peiravi

Ali_peiravi@yahoo.com
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Master Of The Shrine
O The Master of the holy Shrinel
You are the Majestic and the Divine
O The Gem of Muhammad's Crown
You are the light of God in our town2
O The golden hands that fly
Above the sick and those who cry
O The savior of the deer3
People love you so sincere
O The shining star of the sky
You are always out there so high
O The source of light in the believer's heart
You are always shining out there so bright
O The shining face in my eye
| cannot stand to tell you bye
O The preacher of the Holy Book
Tell me the words and catch me on the hook
O Therain of peace and glory
Your lifeisfilled with many a story

Talat June Peiravi

1. Refersto Imam Al-Ridha (as.)

2. Refersto the holy city of Mashhad

3. Refers to the well-known incidence of a deer taking refuge in the holy shrine of Imam
Al-Ridha’ (as.).
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Shrine Of The Master
O The Shrine of the Master!
No one else existed like the Master
Guidance perished after him
Death followed it
O his shrine!
May not God'’ s blessings upon you ever stop
Every evening and every dawn
Like a breeze
To ushewas like arain full of mercy
From which we were nourished
To us he was like a bright star
With whose light we could find our way
Ibn Moshaya

10
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A Residence Short-Lived
Now you live in a residence short-lived
In which the deeds of the doers are accepted
See you not how death encompasses it
And destroys all aspirations
There you rush to fulfill your lustful desires
And procrastinate your repentance
But death will overcome you by surprise
But what will the intelligent learn from this?

Imam Al-Ridha’ (a.s)

11
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About The Author

A Brief Bibliography Of The Author

The author of this book (a.s.heikh Sadooq) - May God have Mercy upon
him - is the highly esteemed, noble Abi Ja'far Muhammad ibn Ali ibn Al-
Husayn ibn Musa ibn Babooyeh al-Qummi known as Sheikh Sadoog. He
has such a high rank in knowledge, understanding, realization of the true
meaning of traditions, jurisprudence, honesty in speech and extensive highly
valuable writings that no one can write about and fully expressthese. All the
knowledgeable people who have either written his biography or used his
highly valuable books have tried to praise his works and declare his Divine
Leadership and honesty. They have called him Sheikh that is normally the
title of native scholars trained in the traditional sciences such as clerical
dignitaries, members of a religious order, or professors of spiritual
ingtitutions of higher learning - that is master of an order. He has also been
called honest and a forerunner.

We can say that he has been one of the signs of God. He passed away in
the year 381 A.H. (990 A.D.) when he was more than seventy yearsold. His
publications - that were more than 300 in number - were like brilliant stars
guiding those who sought to follow the Divine Path. Unfortunately, the
tragic occurrences in history resulted in the loss of the majority of his
works. We can clearly state that not even one tenth of his writings have
remained up until today.

His Nobility as Expressed by Noble Religious Scholars

There is no need to present any evidence or reasoning to prove his high
rank. However, we will briefly mention a few of the remarks of our noble
religious scholars about his noble personality here for the readers to get a bit
more familiar with him.

Sheikh al-Taefeh (may God have mercy upon him) has called him ‘of a
high position’ in his book Al-Fehrest. Then he wrote, "He is the protector of
the traditions, aware and informed about the personalities, and is an
informed person and a critic on Akhbar (traditions). One has not seen
anyone of similar capabilities among the scientists in Qum. He has about
300 publications." He also makes similar remarks about him in his Rijal.

Najjashi who was a great researcher on ‘great men’ calls him ‘Abi Ja far
from Qum’. He also calls him Sheikh, our jurisprudent, a shining character,
and the honor of the Shiites in Khorasan®. He wrote, “When in the year 355
A.H. (965 A.D.) he entered Baghdad, he was young. The great men of the
Shiites listened to him to learn traditions and gain Divine Knowledge.”

Al-Khatib al-Baghdadi in his famous book TARIKH BAGHDAD (the
history of Baghdad) wrote, “He (a.s.heikh Sadooqg) went to Baghdad and
guoted traditions on the authority of his father. He was one of the well-
known and noble men of the Shiites, and Muhammad ibn Talha an-Nadli
told me about him.”

Ibn Edris has praised him in hisbook SARA’IR and said, “He was honest
in speech, noble, informed about the traditions and a critic. He was very
knowledgeable about the great men. He had memorized many traditions.”

12
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Allameh al-Hilli has called him Sheikh, and has said that he is our
jurisprudent, our honor, and the bright and real character of the Shiites.

He has been called the following titles by the noble religious Shiite
scholars: Ibn Shahr Ashoob; Seyed ibn Tawoos; Fakhr a-Mohaghegin; ash-
Shahid al-Awwal (the first martyr); Reis al-Mohaditheen; al-Sheikh al-
Ajall; Imam Asreh; Rokn Min Arkan ad-Din (one of the pillars of religion);
Sadoog a-Muslimeen; Ayatullah fil-Alemin; al-Sheikh al-A'zam; a-Sheikh
al-Sadoog; Hujatul Islam; al-Sheikh ath-Thiga; al-Molood Bid-Dawat; al-
Sheikh a-lmam a-Moghaddam; a-Fadhil a-Mo adhdham; Omdatul
Fudhala; Sheikh Minal-Mashayekh; Rokn min Arkan ash-Sharia; Sheikh al-
Hafazah; Wajihat at-Ta efah al-Mostahfazeh; Emaduddin; and al-Sheikh al-
Alam Al-Amin, among many other titles.

HisTrips

He made many trips to various towns in order to learn nobility and hear
the traditions directly from the greatest scholars. He was born in Qum,
raised there and he acquired knowledge from the great scholars there. Then,
although there were many renowned religious scholars in Ray?, the people
of Ray invited him to go and reside there. Of course, there is no precise
mention of the date of his immigration to Ray in the books on Rijal and
Targjom. However, one can conclude from what is written in this book, and
in Al-Khisal and Amali, that his immigration was after the (Arabic) month
of Rajab of the (lunar) year 339 A.H. (949 A.D.), and before the (Arabic)
month of Rajab of the year 347 A.H. (957 A.D.) Thisis because he has cited
atradition he had heard from Hamza ibn Ahmad ibn Ja far ibn Muhammad
ibn Zayd ibn Ali ibn a-Husayn ibn Ali ibn Abi Talib (a.s.) in the Quran on
the first date, and has cited another tradition from Abul Hassan Muhammad
ibn Ahmad ibn Ali ibn Asad al-Asadi known as |bn Jaradeh al-Bardayee in
Ray on the second date.

He lived in Ray from 347 A.H. (957 A.D.) until he requested permission
from Rokn ud-Dowleh - the ruler of the Buya clan - to visit the holy shrine
of Imam Al-Ridha (a.s.) in Mashhad. He then traveled to Mashhad in 352
AH. (962 A.D.) and returned to Ray after visiting the holy shrine.
Regarding this he wrote in his book, “When | asked the successful ruler
Rokn ud-Dowleh for permission to visit the holy shrine of Imam Al-Ridha
(a.s.), he approved of my request in the (Arabic) month of Rajab in the year
352 A.H. (962 A.D.) When | returned home, he called me in again and said,
‘The place you want to visit is a blessed place of martyrdom. | have visited
it myself. When | was there, | asked God to fulfill the requests | had in my
mind. God answered my prayers and fulfilled them. Therefore, when you
get there, remember me, and do not forget to visit on my behalf and pray for
me since prayers will be fulfilled by God when they are presented in that
holy place.” | promised him to do so, and | fulfilled my promise. Upon my
return from the blessed Mashhad, | went to see the ruler. He asked meiif |
had prayed for him, and visited the Shrine on his behalf. | replied in the
positive. He said, ‘You did well since it has been proven to me that prayers
will be accepted there.’

On this trip to Mashhad that year, he entered Neishaboor. He recorded
some traditions from the religious scholars there, among whom we can

13
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name Abu Ali Husayn ibn Ahmad Bayhagi - who narrated several traditions
for him in his own house - Abdul Vahid ibn Muhammad ibn Ubdoos
Neishaboori, Abi Mansoor Ahmad ibn Ibrahim ibn Bakr Khori, Abu Saeed
Muhammad ibn Fadhl ibn Muhammad ibn Ishag Mozakkar Neishaboori
known as Abi Saeed al-Muallem, Abut-Tayyeb Husayn ibn Ahmad ibn
Muhammad Razi and Abdullah ibn Muhammad ibn Abdul Wahab al-
Segjezy. In addition, Abu Nasr Ahmad ibn Al-Husayn ibn Ahmad ibn Obayd
al-Zabee a-Marwani al-Neishaboori cited some traditions for him in
Neishaboor. In addition, a group of people cited traditions for him in Marv
Rood among whom we can name the jurisprudent Abul Husayn Muhammad
ibn Ali ibn al-Shah, and Abu Y usuf Rafeh ibn Abdullah ibn Abdul Malik. In
the same year, he traveled to Baghdad and heard some traditions from the
religious scholars there. He had also gone to Kufa, Fayd, Mawara un-Nahr,
Balkh, Samargand and Forghaneh and had heard traditions from the
religious scholars in these cites.

TheBirth of the Author - May God Have M ercy upon Him

We are not precisely aware of the year in which he has born. None of the
biographers has stated his birth date. However, we can draw some
conclusions in this regard from his own book Kamal Ad-Din, and Sheikh
Toos's Ghayba and Najashi's Fehrest that he was born after the demise of
Muhammad ibn Uthman al-Umari who was the second (of the four)
representatives of the twelfth Imam (as.) - that is in year 305 A.H. (917
A.D.) at the beginning of the mission of Abil Qasim Husayn ibn Ruh - who
was the third representative of the twelfth Imam (a.s.).

Sheikh Sadooq quoted on the authority of Abu Ja far Muhammad ibn Ali
ibn al-Aswad, ‘ After the demise of Muhammad ibn Uthman al-Umari - may
God be pleased with him - Ali ibn Husayn ibn Musa ibn Babawayh® asked
me to ask Husayn ibn Ruh to ask our Master - the Imam of Time (the
twelfth Imam al-Mahdi) (a.s.) - to pray and ask God the Almighty to grant
him ason. | did so, and he secretly reported that. He informed me after three
days that the Imam (a.s.) had prayed for Ali ibn Al-Husayn, and that God
the Almighty will soon bless him with a son, and will grant him more
children thereafter.’

The above has also been cited by Sheikh a-Ta ifeh and Najjashi - may
God have mercy upon them. What has been presented about his birth-date
was the information available from him himself who best knows about his
life history and some of the great religious scholars. Thus, we can conclude
that he was born after the year 305 A.H (917 A.D.). His birth was a
blessing, and he was blessed since he was born due to the prayers of the
Imam of Time (a.s.). Everyone benefited from him, and his being blessed.
That is why he was always very proud and said that he was born due to the
prayers of the Imam of Time (as.). He also said, ‘There were many
occasions when Abu Ja far Muhammad ibn Ali al-Asvaed (who narrated the
details about his birth) saw how studiously | attended the classes of our
Professor - Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn al-Valid (May God have mercy
upon him); and how eager | was to learn and memorize scientific books. He
would tell me there is no wonder | am so eager to acquire knowledge since |
was born due to the prayers of the Imam of Time (a.s.).’
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The Death of the Author and His Shrine
He died in 381 A.H. (990 A.D.) after living for seventy years. He was
buried in Ray next to the Toghrol Garden, near the shrine of the blessed
Abdul Azeem al-Hassani - may God be pleased with him. His shrine is
simple, but spiritual. Many people go visit his shrine and receive blessings.

A Demonstration of his Nobility

In the year 1238 A.H. (1859 A.D.), Fath Ali - the king of Qajar - ordered
the building of the shrine to be reconstructed. This resulted in a
demonstration of nobility. The word spread around among the people, and it
was finally approved of by the government officials and the king. The
details of this event have been recorded by many authors - may God have
mercy upon them. Among them we can mention Rowza by Khansari, Qisas
Al-Ulama by Tonikaboni, Tangih Al-Magal by Mamaghani, Montakhab Ul-
Tawarikh by Khorasani and Tava ed Ar-Razavieh by Qumi. This has been
recorded in Rowza by Khansari as follows: ‘ This event was a demonstration
of the nobility of the Sheikh. It attracted the attention of many people, and
was a source of guidance for many and a cause of happiness for many
enlightened people. There once appeared a rupture in the shrine of the noble
Sheikh - that is located near Ray - due to aflood.

When they investigated to find the degree of damage done in order to
reconstruct it, they reached a room in which he was buried. Once they
entered that room they found his body naked, with his private parts covered,
and in perfect shape. His face was absolutely peaceful and they could still
see the polish (khadhab) on his nails. The shroud with which his body was
wrapped at the time he was buried had worn out, torn into shreds and fallen
down on the dirt around his corpse. The news rapidly spread around in
Tehran. When Fath Ali - the grandfather of Naser ad-Din - the king of Qajar
heard about this around the year 1238 A.H. (1859 A.D.), he went there in
person to investigate.

He consulted with the government officials whom he trusted as to
whether or not he should enter the tomb in person. They did not recommend
the king entering the tomb, as they thought this was not appropriate for his
rule. Then a group of religious scholars and well-known people were sent
into the tomb to check the issue. When the numerous people who had
entered the tomb all testified to the truth of this issue, no doubt was left for
the king. Once he was certain about the truth of this issue, he ordered the
cavity to be closed off, and the building of the shrine to be reconstructed,
and decorated in the best possible fashion using mirror work. | have
personally seen some of the people who were present there. Some of our
religious professors who are of the noble scholars have also described this
event. And peace be upon him the day he is born, and the day he dies, and
the day he is resurrected.’

Notes
1. One of the provinces of Iran located in the north-east
2. A town in the South of Tehran, IRAN
3. The father of the author of this book.
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The Author’s Foreword

Al-Sahib al-Jalil Isma’il ibn Abbad - May God be pleased with him - has
respectfully expressed greetings for Al-Ridha’ (a.s.) and said,

O you who intend to go and visit Toos,

land of purity and sanctification,

Recite my greetingsto Al-Ridha’ and stop by

the most honorable grave of the best buried one.

By God! By God! Thisisan oath, which isissued

from a sincere one who is clinging to friendship!

Verily, if | possessed my own need,

| would reside at Toos, the inhabited.

Verily, it is the place of the martyr wrapped in

righteousness, famous for exaltedness and praise.

O son of the Prophet through whom God broke

the backs of the arrogant tyrants!

O son of the Testamentary Trustee™ who was the most

meritorious of powerful men, attained perfect pride and

naturally accompanied glory!

In another short poem he has also said,

O visitor who got up early, ran,

and walked like lightning when it flashes,

Recite my greetings to my master Al-Ridha’,

Who is at Toos,

The grandson of the chosen Prophet,

son of al-Murtadha, the Testamentary Trustee,

Who attained firm exaltedness and built white glory!

Say to him: (These greetings) are from a loyal one

who regards friendship as obligatory!

Note

1. Or ‘“Wasi in Arabic; the one who will superintend my affairs.
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Chapter 1: Why IsAli Ibn Musa (a.s.) Called Al-
Ridha’

The author of this book (a.s.heilkh Sadooq) lived in Ray. He was a
jurisprudent whose name was Abu Ja far Muhammad ibn Ali ibn Husayn
ibn Musa ibn Babwaih al-Qumi, a resident of Ray - may God help him in
obedience of God, and grant him success in His gratification.

1-1 My father, Muhammad ibn Musa ibn al-Motawakkil, Muhammad ibn
Ali ibn Majiluwayh, Ahmad ibn Ali ibn Ibrahim ibn Hashem; Al-Husayn
ibn Ibrahim Natanat; Ahmad ibn Ziyad ibn Ja far al-Hamadani; Al-Husayn
ibn Ibrahim ibn Hisham a-Mokattib, and Ali ibn Abdullah - may God be
pleased with them all - narrated that Ali ibn Ibrahim ibn Hashem quoted on
the authority of his father that Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Abi Nasr al-
Bezanti told Abi Ja far Muhammad ibn Ali ibn Musa (a.s.), “ Some of your
opponents think that Al-Ma mun called your father Al-Ridha (as.) that
means ‘acceptable’ or ‘liked’ since he liked your father and chose him to be
his crown-prince. Imam Al-Jawad (a.s.) said, “No, by God, they are liars.
God the Almighty the Sublime named him Al-Ridha (a.s.) since he was
accepted by God the Almighty in His Heavens', and he was accepted by his
Prophet (S) and the Imams (as.) that followed the Prophet (S) on His
Earth.” Al-Bezanti said, “Were not your father and grandfathers accepted by
God, the Prophet and the Imams?’ Imam Al-Jawad (a.s.) said, “Yes, they
were.” He then asked, “Why then only was your father called Al-Ridha and
they were not?” Then Imam Al-Jawad (a.s.) said, “That is because his
friends and followers as well as his opponents accepted him, while this was
never the case for my forefathers. Therefore, heisthe only onewho is called
Al-Ridha.”

1-2 Ali ibn Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Imran ad-Dagqgaq - with whom
God may be pleased - narrated that Muhammad ibn Abi Abdullah al-Kufi
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quoted on the authority of Sahil ibn Ziyad a-Adami, on the authority of
Abdul Azeem ibn Abdullah Al-Hassani, on the authority of Soleiman ibn
Hafs a-Marwazy that Imam Al-Kazim (a.s.) used to call his son Al-Ridha
and said, ‘Call my son, Al-Ridha’, or ‘I called my son Al-Ridha’.” When he
talked to his son Al-Ridha’, he called him Abul Hassan (that is the same as
Abul Hassan or Abil Hassan).?

Notes

1. “He Who created the seven heavens one above another: No want of proportion wilt
thou see in the Creation of (Allah) Most Gracious. So turn thy vision again: seest thou any
flaw?’ [The Holy Quran: Mulk 67:3]

2. According to some references Imam Musa ibn Jafar (as.) had as many as 39
children. They include Ali ibn Musa Al-Ridha (a.s.), Abdullah, Husayn, Farz, Ali, Hassan,
Ahmad, Muhsen, Saradin, Abdullah, Aqgeel, Tayyeb, Muhammad, Nasir, Yasir, Hamza,
Mahmood, Ahmad, Ridha’, ShahRidha', Sam, Lam, Yagoob, Ja far, Ibrahim, AbuJavab,
Yusuf, Fatima, Amina Khatoon, Khanoom Aga, Tavoos Khatoon. According to the
hypertext material a the following url address:
http://www.cogj.org/lisamic_resources/7thimam.htm, he (a.s.) had 19 sons & 18 daughters.
The most famous of his sons is his successor, Imam Ali Al-Reza (a.s.) buried in Mashhad
and the most famous of his daughters is Fatima Kubra known as Masuma who is buried in
Qum. Yasir and Nasir are also buried in the suburbs of Mashhad on the road to Torgaba
Another one is said to be buried in Babol in the north of Iran in a place known as
Imamzadeh Sultan Muhammad Taher. This shrine is located 3 km east of Babol and has
been officialy registered as an Iranian historica relic. Its tower is octagonal and each line
is erected on a rectangular artificial arch at the bottom. The shrine was built in the year
1470 A.D.
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Chapter 2: Traditions About Imam Al-Ridha’'s

Mother And Her Name

2-1 In the year 235 A.H. (849 A.D.) a-Hakim Abu Ali Al-Husayn ibn
Ahmad al-Bayhagi narrated from his home in Neishaboor that Muhammad
ibn Yahya al-Sowly said that Abul Hassan Al-Ridha (a.s.) is Ali ibn Musa
ibn Jafar ibn Muhammad ibn Ali ibn Al-Husayn ibn Abi Talib (a.s.). His
mother was an Umm Walad" who was called Toktam. She was named
Toktam when Abul Hassan Musa ibn Jafar (a.s.) became her master (i.e.
husband).

2-2 Al-Hakim Abu Ali Al-Husayn ibn Ahmad al-Bayhagi quoted on the
authority of al-Sowly, on the authority of Own ibn Muhammad al-Kendy
quoted on the authority of Abul Hassan Ali ibn Maysam® - Imam Al-
Kazim's mother - who was one of the noble Persian ladies called Hamideh,
bought a female slave of the Mowalledeh® type named Toktam. Toktam was
one of the noblest ladies in regards to intelligence, religion and respect for
her master and his mother Hamideh. She respected Lady Hamideh so much
that she would never sit down in her presence. Then Lady Hamideh told her
son - Imam Musaibn Jafar (a.s.), “O my son! Toktam is a female slave. |
have never seen any female slave better than her. | have no doubt that God
will purify any generations from her offspring. Therefore, | will bestow her
on you. Treat her with kindness. When she gave bhirth to Imam Al-Ridha
(as.), Imam Al-Kazim (a.s.) caled her Taherah.”

Then Ali ibn Maysam added, “Imam Al-Ridha’ (a.s.) drank alot of milk
and was a chubby baby. Then his mother asked for a wet-nurse to breast-
feed the baby. She was asked if she had run out of milk. She replied ‘No, I
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swear by God that | have not run out of milk, but since the birth of this
baby | cannot attend to my own prayers and supplications.””

Al-Hakim Abu Ali quoted on the authority of al-Sowly, “One proof that
the name of Imam Al-Ridha''s mother is Toktam can be found in this poem
composed about Imam Al-Ridha’ (a.s.):

The Naoble Ali is the best of the people

Who has the best father, forefathers and tribe.

Toktam gave birth to him

Who isthe eighth Leader.

With his knowledge and patience

He will stress God's covenant with the people.”

Al-Sowly said, “And some people have ascribed this to my paternal
uncle - lbrahim ibn Abbas - but no such thing has been narrated for me
about him. | neither accept nor will | reject what has been narrated for me or
what | have not heard. However, the following poem was undoubtedly
composed by my paternal uncle - Ibrahim ibn Abbas:

The deeds of just men are just witnesses for their doers.

O yes, they have some considerable amount of new wealth

That isnot at al similar to what they had before.

They” give you® only one percent of your own wealth,

Y et they mention it asif they are doing you a favor.

Whoever eulogizes your enemies, has not eulogized God.

Y ou are nobler than your eighth-generation cousin (al-Ma mun)

Just as your forefathers were nobler than his forefathers.”

Al-Sowly said, “I found these verses written in my father's notebook in
his own handwriting. My father used to say that his brother had recited these
poems and said that our uncle had composed them about Ali®. There is a
note in the margin of one of the pages of that notebook stating, ‘What is
meant by eighth-generation cousin is Al-Ma mun, since both Imam Al-
Ridha (a.s.) and Al-Ma mun were eighth generation descendants of Abdul
Muittalib.”
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Moreover, Toktam is an Arabic name that is often seen in Arabic poetry.
Al-Sowly said, “My uncle - Ibrahim ibn Abbas - had composed a lot of
eulogies about Imam Al-Ridha (as.). He used to recite them in public.
However, he was finally forced to hide them. Later he searched for them
and compiled them again.”
Some people have narrated that the name of Imam Al-Ridha''s noble
mother was Sakan An-Nawbiyeh. She was also called Arwa, Ngma, and
Somayeh. Her nickname was Ummul Banin.

2-3 Tamim ibn Abdullah ibn Tamim al-Qurashi - may God be pleased
with him - narrated that his father quoted on the authority of Ahmad ibn Ali
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Al-Ansari, on the authority of Ahmad ibn Ali Al-Ansari, on the authority of
Ali ibn Maysam, on the authority of his father, “When the mother of Imam
Al-Kazim (as.) - Lady Hamideh - bought (the female slave) Najma who
later gave birth to Imam Al-Ridha’ (a.s.), she said, ‘I had a dream. In my
dream God's Prophet (S) told me to give Najma to my son Musa (a.s.). The
Prophet (S) told me that Najma and Musa (a.s.) will have a child who will
be the best man on the Earth. Then | gave her to my son Musa (a.s.).” When
Nama gave hirth to Imam Al-Ridha (a.s.), Imam Musa Al-Kazim (a.s.)
named her Taherah. She also had other names including Ngjma, Arwa,
Sakan, Samaneh and Toktam. Toktam was her last name.” Ali ibn Maysam
added on the authority of hisfather, “I heard my mother say that Najmawas
agirl when Lady Hamideh bought her.”

2-4 (The author of the book narrated) my father - may God be pleased
with him - narrated that Sa'd ibn Abdullah quoted on the authority of Ahmad
ibn Muhammad ibn Isa, on the authority of Al-Hassan ibn Mahboob, on the
authority of Yagoob ibn Ishag, on the authority of Zakariya al-Wasety, on
the authority of Hisham bin Ahmed that Abul Hassan the first (Imam Al-
Kazim (a.s.) said, “Do you know anyone from the West who has come
here?’ | said, “No.” Imam Al-Kazim (a.s.) said, “Yes, a red man has come
here. Let’s go to see him together.” We mounted our horses and rode over to
see him. He was a Western man with several slaves. Imam Al-Kazim (a.s.)
said, “Show us your slaves.” The man showed the Imam (a.s.) nine of his
female slaves. About each one of them Imam Al-Kazim (a.s.) said, “1 do not
need her.”’ Then he said, “Show us the rest of them.” The man said, “I do
not have any more.”
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The Imam (a.s.) said, “Yes you do. Show them to us. The man swore to
God and said, “I swear by God that | do not have any more. Thereis just an
ill female dave left.” The Imam (a.s.) said, “What would happen if you also
show her to us?” The man refused and then the Imam (a.s.) left. The next
day Imam Al-Kazim (a.s.) sent me to that man, instructed me to ask him
what the last price was for her and to accept whatever price he quoted for
her. Then | went to see that man. He said, “I will not sell her for an less than
so much.” | said, “O.K. | accept the amount. Here is the money. It isyours.”
He said, “O.K. That female slave is ours. But please tell me who the man
with you was.” | said, “He isfrom the Hashemite® tribe.” He asked, “Which
branch? “I answered, “He is from the noble men of the Hashemite tribe.”
The man said, “Please explain more.” | said, “I do not know anymore than
this.” Then the man said, “O.K. Let me tell you then. | bought this female
slave from one of the farthest towns away in the West.” A woman of the
People of the Book saw me and asked me, “What is this female dave doing
with you?’ | said, “I have bought her for myself.” She said, “It is neither
proper nor possible for her to be with people like you. She must live with
the best of the people on the Earth. She will give birth to a child after living
in their house for a short while to whom all the people of the East and the
West will be humble.” Hisham said, “After buying her, | took her to Imam
Al-Kazim (as.). Then after a short while, she gave birth to (Imam) Ali ibn
Musa Al-Ridha (a.s.). Muhammad ibn Ali Magiluwayh - may God be
pleased with him - quoted the same tradition in the same form for me on the
authority of his uncle Muhammad ibn Ali al-Qasim, on the authority of
Muhammad ibn Ali al-Kufi, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Khalid, on
the authority of Hisham bin Ahmed.

Notes
1. Umm Walad in Arabic is used for a dave-wife who delivers her master's child.
2. Al-Kindy said that he had not seen anyone more knowledgeable about the history of
the Divine Leaders (a.s.) than Abal Hassan Ali ibn Maysam.
3. This applies to slaves born among the Arabs and raised by them. Such daves are
familiar with Arab traditions and customs: quoted from BIHAR UL-ANWAR by
Muhammad Bagir a-Magjlesi.
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4. The Cdliphs

5. The Divine Leaders

6. meaning Imam Al-Ridha (as.)

7. Implying | do not want her

8. The name “Hashem” is actually that of Qusay’'s grandson, who was the great-
grandfather of the Prophet Muhammad (S). The Hashemites are the direct descendants of
the Prophet (S) through his daughter Fatima (a.s.) and her husband Ali bin Abi Talib (as.).
Ali (a.s.) and Fatima (a.s.) had two sons: Al-Hassan (a.s.) and Al-Husayn (a.s.). The direct
descendants of their eldest son, Imam Al-Hassan (a.s.), are called the Hashemites.
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Chapter 3: On Thebirthdate of Imam Al-Ridha’(a.s)
3-1 Muhammad ibn lbrahim ibn Ishaq Talegani - may God be pleased
with him - quoted on the authority of Al-Hassan ibn Ali ibn Zakariyya from
Medina who quoted on the authority of Abu Abdullah Muhammad ibn
Khalilan, on the authority of his father, on the authority of his grand-
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father, on the authority of Attab ibn Osayd who narrated that he had
heard from a group of the Sheikhs from Medina, “Al-Ridha Ali ibn Musa
(a.s.) was born in Medina on Thursday the 11th of Rabi’ul Awwal® in the
year 153 A.H. (769 A.D.) - five years after the death of Imam As-Sadiq
(a.s) He died in Toos in a village called Sanabad in the town of Nawgan.
He was buried in Hamid ibn Al-Ta e€'s house in the same vault in which
Harun Al-Rashid was buried. He was buried on the Qibla’ side of the grave
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of Harun Ar-Rashid. This occurred on Friday the 21st (or the 20th) of the
(Arabic) month of Ramadhan in the year 203 A.H. (817 A.D.). He lived for
forty-nine years and six months. He spent twenty-nine years and two
months with his noble father Imam Musa ibn Jafar (as.). Then he
succeeded his father, and was Imam for a period of twenty years and four
months. He became Imam when he was twenty-nine years and two months
old. This period of his Divine Leadership coincided with the period of the
ruling of Harun Ar-Rashid. After Ar-Rashid, Muhammad known as Al-
Amin who was the son of Zobayda ruled for three years and twenty-five
days. Al-Amin was then dethroned and his uncle Ibrahim ibn Shaklah was
put in power for fourteen days. Then he released Muhammad ibn Zobayda
(al-Amin) from prison, and had the people pledge allegiance to him again.
He ruled for another year and a half and twenty-three days. Then Abdullah
Al-Ma mun ruled for twenty years and twenty-three days. It was then that
he (al-Ma mun) took a pledge of succession from Ali ibn Musa Al-Ridha
(a.s.) without his consent.

This he did after threatening him (Imam a-Ridha) with death. He
insisted on this over and over. The Imam (a.s.) refused to accept this offer
every time, until he finally faced the threat of being killed. Then he said, “O
My God! Verily you have admonished me against getting myself killed.
Indeed | didike it but | am forced to accept the succession of Abdullah Al-
Ma mun, else he would kill me. Indeed | didlike it but I am forced to do it,
just as Joseph (as.) and Daniel (as.) were forced to when they each
accepted the succession of the tyrant rulers of their time. O My God! There
is no pledge for me except Your Pledge, and there is no succession for me
except what You may grant to me. Help me succeed in establishing Y our
Religion, and reviving the tradition of your Prophet Muhammad - may
God's Peace and Blessings be upon him and his Household- since You are
my Master and my Helper. How good a Master and Helper!” Then he (a.s.)
accepted the succession from Al-Ma mun with
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tears and silence on condition that he will not appoint anyone, dismiss
anyone, or change any customs or traditions. He accepted to be a counselor
on the affairs from a distance. Then Al-Ma mun had all the people including
his persona entourage, and the general public pledge allegiance to Imam
Al-Ridha (a.s.). However, whenever one of the nobilities of Imam Al-
Ridha (as.), his knowledge and good management ability was manifested
in front of Al-Ma mun; Al-Ma mun became jealous of the Imam (a.s.) - up
to the point that he could not bear it anymore. He then tricked Imam Al-
Ridha (a.s.) and poisoned him to death to go to the Almighty God's Heaven
and His Nobility.”

3-2 Tamim ibn Abdullah ibn Tamim al-Qurashi - may God be pleased
with him - narrated that his father quoted on the authority of Ahmad ibn Ali
Al-Ansari, on the authority of Ali ibn Maysam on the authority of his father,
“l heard Ngima, the mother of Imam Al-Ridha (a.s.), say, ‘When | was
pregnant with my son Ali, | did not feel any burden. | used to hear God's
praises, glorification and supplications from my stomach when | slept. | got
scared hearing these sounds and woke up to hear nothing more when | was
awake. Once | gave birth to my child, he put both of his hands on the
ground, and raised his head towards the sky and moved his lips as if he was
saying something.” His father, Musa ibn Jafar (a.s.) came to me said, ‘O
Najmal Congratulations for this Divine Blessing that God has bestowed
upon you.” Then | wrapped the baby in white cloth and handed him to Imam
Al-Kazim (a.s.)’ He (a.s.) said the ‘ Azan® in hisright ear and the Igqamah® in
his left ear. Then he (a.s.) asked for some water from the Euphrates River
and gave the infant (Imam Ridha’) some of it. Then he gave the baby back
to me and said, “Take him. He is God's Continuation (baqgiyyatulah) on the
Earth.”

\

\

'S

Notes

27



www . allhassanain.org/Zenglish

1. One of the months in the Arabic calendar

2. The direction in which Muslims pray to or the Kaaba in Mecca.
3. Imam Al-Ridha's father (a.s.)

4. The general call to prayer

5. The call to stand to pray
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Chapter 4: On Imam Al-Kazim's (a.s.) Clear

Appointment of Imam Al-Ridha’ (a.s.)

4-1 (The author of the book narrated) my father - may God be pleased
with him - narrated that Al-Hassan ibn Abdullah ibn Muhammad ibn Isa
guoted on the authority of his father, on the authority of Al-Hassan ibn
Musa al-K hashshab, on the authority of Muhammad ibn al-Asbag, on the

-

L; YQ\L}; JJ}ij.aj—uyLJ\ .L@,J\W”M\wy“g
.gu‘*ggﬂbgw,W\écggog¢awy5u3/”y,¢b\¢~yju>
Wl G 0slell SaBl 55 OSS BW g Jou L B E 4 ol
Bl Blo g ol Hlieg A b Hes 6 padg ales 8 ) o
wb% ébé Al o\m é\@b;wu 433«35@ dia

f

M 1ok A s Juu\g‘wdgy&‘@mw&dxﬁ

2.

< ‘953ay$‘wu snal 4 NP AR SR EURA - SEN P RIS
dgn @ Eaming s s il (el 2 Tl SUES; b ol
s B bl d) b e W e e Tty 250 B 5 g D
tg%iu&ﬂmu&&éﬁuu%xﬁggdguﬁ@upﬁﬁgx
UﬁMAcuvéﬁJ\ubsdeuga lag B> 36 %ﬂﬂgé@

wzyl @ b o e 80 ik 10 S E

Lol ad) e B Uil dhs 3 g el ol Gl O -4
ool AaleYy pOE1 gl e o} s o (e

o~

R dew\m’”“\gx} Js 2 A &?ﬁé‘u*5‘1
2l ’“f¢eugcé¢w¢;ﬁég;¢gé$4@g;j¢piw’¢@ﬁ§
o o &35 106 sl LB 3 elen) 3 a2 106 - Ly O -

authority of Ahmad ibn Al- Has&an al- Maygaml - who was one of the
Wagjifites' quoted on the authority of Muhammad ibn Isma'il ibn Al-Fadhl
al-Hashemi, “I went to see Imam Musa Al-Kazim (a.s) when he was
serioudy ill. | asked him: If God forbid something should happen to you,
whom should we follow? He said, “Follow my son Ali (Imam al-Ridha’).
His writing is my writing. He is my Testamentary Trustee, and my
successor after me.

4-2 In another tradition it is narrated that Muhammad ibn Al-Hassan ibn
Ahmad ibn al-Valid - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
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Muhammad ibn Al-Hassan As-Saffar and Sa'd ibn Abdullah quoted on the
authority of Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Isa Al-Ash'ari, on the authority of
Al-Hassan ibn Ali ibn Y agteen, on the authority of his brother Al-Husayn,
on the authority of his father Ali ibn Yagteen, “I was with Abil Hassan’
Musaibn Jafar (a.s.). His son Ali (Al-Ridha (a.s.)) was with him. Then he
said, ‘O Ali, This son of mine is the master of my children. | put my
nickname on him.” Then Hisham (who heard this from me) hit himself on
the forehead and said, ‘Verily from God we are! Imam Al-Kazim (a.s.) has
thus informed you of his upcoming death.””

4-3 In another tradition it is narrated that Muhammad ibn Al-Hassan ibn
Ahmad ibn a-Vvalid - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Muhammad ibn Al-Hassan As-Saffar quoted on the authority of Abdullah
ibn Muhammad ibn Isa, on the authority of Al-Hassan ibn Mahboob and
Uthman ibn Isa, on the authority of Al-Husayn ibn No’aym As-Sahhaf, “I
was in Baghdad with Hisham ibn al-Hikam and Ali ibn al-Y agteen. Ali ibn
al-Yaqgteen said, ‘I was (a.s.itting) in the presence of the virtuous servant
Musa ibn Jafar (a.s.). Then his son Al-Ridha (a.s.) entered. Then he said,
‘O Ali! Thisisthe master of my children. | have given him my nickname”.’
Then Hisham hit himself on the forehead and said, ‘Woe! What did you
say? Then Ali ibn Yaqgteen said, ‘| swear by God that | heard him say (what
| just told you).” Then Hisham said, ‘By God, he has informed you that the
affairs are entrusted to him (Imam al-Ridha) (after Imam Musa Al-
Kazim).””

4-4 In another tradition it is narrated that Muhammad ibn Musa ibn al-
Mutawakkil - may God be pleased with him - narrated that Ali ibn Al-
Husayn As-Sa dabadi quoted on the authority of Ahmad ibn Abi Abdullah
al-Barqi, on the authority of his father, on the authority of
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Dawood ibn Zorbi, on the authority of Ali ibn Yagteen, “Musaibn Jafar
(as.) told me - without me having said anything to him, ‘This is my most
knowledgeable child. | have placed my nickname on him.” He pointed to
Al-Ridha (a.s.) with his hand.”

4-5 In another tradition we read that my father - may God be pleased
with him - narrated that Al-Hassan ibn Muhammad ibn Abdullah ibn Isa
quoted on the authority of his father, on the authority of Al-Hassan ibn
Musa al-Khashshab, on the authority of Muhammad ibn al-Asbag, on the
authority of Uthman ibn a-Qasim, “Mansoor ibn Y unus bin Bozorj told me
that once he went to visit Abul Hassan, that is Imam Musa ibn Ja'far (al-
Kazim) (a.s.). Imam Al-Kazim (a.s.) said, ‘O Mansoor! Do you know what |
have done today? Mansoor said, ‘No.” Imam Al-Kazim (a.s.) said, 'l have
appointed my son Ali as my Testamentary Trustee, and my successor after
me.’ Then Mansoor said, ‘I then went to see Al-Ridha (as) and
congratulated him (a.s.) this. | let him know that his father had instructed me
to do so.” However, Mansoor later denied this, confiscated the property that
he had* control over, and spent it.”

4-6 In another tradition it is narrated that Muhammad ibn Al-Hassan ibn
Ahmad ibn al-Valid - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Muhammad ibn Al-Hassan As-Saffar quoted on the authority of Al-Hassan
ibn Musa Al-Khashshab, on the authority of Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn
Abi Nasr Al-Bezanti, on the authority of Zakariaibn Adam, on the authority
of Dawood ibn Kathir that he said to Abi Abdullah, “May | be your ransom!
Who should | follow if anything should happen to you and you perish?’
Imam As-Sadiq (as.) said, “My son Musa.” Then this happened. By God, |
did not have the least bit of doubt in my mind about (the appointment of)
Musa (a.s.). About thirty years passed. Then | went to see Abul Hassan
Musa (al-Kazim) (a.s.) and said, “May | be your ransom! Who should |
follow if anything should happen to you and you perish?’ Imam Al-Kazim
(as) said, “My son Ali.” Dawood added, “Then this happened. By God, |
did not have the least bit of doubt in my mind about (the appointment of)
Ali (a-Ridha) (a.s).”

4-7 In another tradition it is narrated that (The author of the book
narrated) my father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that Sa’d ibn
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Abdullah guoted on the authority of Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Isa, on the
authority of Abdullah ibn Muhammad al-Haj'jal, on the authority
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of Muhammad ibn Sinan, on the authority of Dawood al-Rag'qi that he
asked Abi Ibrahim Musa ibn Jafar (a.s.), “May | be your ransom! | have
become old. Then tell me who will be the Divine Leader (Imam) after you?”
Dawood al-Riqqi then continued, “The Imam (a.s.) pointed at Abul Hassan
Al-Ridha (a.s.) and said, ‘He is the possessor of authority over you after
me.””

4-8 In another tradition it is narrated that Muhammad ibn Al-Hassan ibn
Ahmad ibn al-Valid - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Muhammad ibn Al-Hassan As-Saffar quoted on the authority of Ahmad ibn
Muhammad ibn Isa, on the authority of Abdullah ibn Muhammad Al-Haj'jal
and Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Abi Nasr Al-Bezanti, on the authority of
Abi Ali Al-Khazzaz, on the authority of Dawood Ar-Riqqi that he asked Abi
Ibrahim - that is Musa Al-Kazim (a.s.), “May my father be your ransom! |
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have become old. | am afraid that something might happen to me, and | may
not be able to visit you anymore. Can you please inform me about the Imam
after you?’ Then the Imam (a.s.) said, “My son, Ali.”

4-9 In another tradition it is narrated that my father narrated that
Muhammad ibn Al-Hassan ibn Ahmad ibn al-Valid, Muhammad ibn Musa
ibn a-Motavakil, Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Yahya al-Attar and
Muhammad ibn Ali Majiluwayh - may God be pleased with them - quoted
on the authority of Muhammad ibn Yahya a-Attar, on the authority of
Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Y ahya ibn Imran al-Ash'ari, on the authority of
Abdullah ibn Muhammad ash-Shami, on the authority of Al-Hassan ibn
Musa al-Khashshab, on the authority of Ali ibn Asbat, on the authority of
Al-Husayn Maula Abi Abdullah, on the authority of Abi a-Hakam, on the
authority of Abdullah ibn Ibrahim Al-Jafari, on the authority of Yazid ibn
Saleet az-Zaydi, “My travel companions and | met Abu Abdullah (Imam as-
Sagiq) (a.s.) on the way to Mecca. | told him, ‘May my mother and father be
your ransom! You are one of the Immaculate Imams (a.s.). There is no
escape from death for anyone. Then please tell me something (the Imam
who will succeed you) so that | could tell my descendants.” The Imam (a.s.)
said, ‘Yes. These are my children, and he is their master.” The Imam (a.s.)
pointed at his son, Musa (a.s.). He (a.s.) added, ‘He has knowledge, just
judgement, understanding, generosity and recognition of what the people
need regarding their conflicts concerning their religious affairs. He is good-
tempered. Heisa
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good neighbor. He is a gate from the gates of the Almighty the Sublime
God. There is another important point about him that is even more important
than all these points.” Y azid ibn Saleet continued, ‘ My father told him, ‘May
my father and mother be your ransom! What is this point? The Imam (a.s.)
said, ‘ The Almighty God will deliver this nation's helper through him - their
helper, their knowledge, their light, their understanding and their just
judgement. He will deliver through him the best baby and the best youth.
God will prevent bloodshed through him. He will settle the disputes through
him. He will eliminate separation through him. He will fill the gaps through
him. He will clothe the bare through him. He will feed the hungry through
him. He will secure the fearful ones through him. He will send down rain
because of him. He will make the servants obedient due to him. He will be
the best middle-aged man. He will be the best young man. His family will
be given the glad tidings (of his becoming the Imam before puberty). His
words are full of wisdom. His silence is out of knowledge. He will clarify
for the people issues on which they differ.’”' Yazid ibn Saleet continued, ‘My
father asked, ‘May my father and my mother be our ransom! Will we have a
child after him? Then the Imam (a.s.) said, ‘Yes.” Then he stopped talking.
Then Yazid ibn Saleet said, ‘1 met Abul Hassan - that is Musa ibn Jafar
(as.) after a while and told him, ‘May my father and my mother be our
ransom! | wish that you inform me (of the one who will follow you) just as
your father did.” Then Imam Al-Kazim (a.s.) said, ‘My father (a.s.) lived at
atime that was quite different from this time.” Then Yazid ibn Saleet said,
‘God will damn whoever stops the following of the Divine Leaders at ths
point!” Then the Imam (a.s.) laughed and said, ‘O Aba Imaral | left my
house. | set all my sons including Ali as my Testamentary Trustees on the
surface. However, in private, | appointed him (Imam al-Ridha’) as my
Testamentary Trustee. In fact, | dreamt of God's Prophet (S) and the
Commander of the Faithful (a.s.) with him, along with a ring, a sword, a
cane, a book and a turban. | asked what these were. The Prophet (S) said,
‘The turban is a sign of the kingdom of the Almighty God. The sword is a
sign of the Honor of the Almighty God. The book is a sign of the Light of
the Almighty God. The cane is a sign of the Might of the Almighty God.
And the ring includes all of these.” The Prophet (S) added, ‘ The affairs will
be entrusted to your son Ali.” Yazid ibn Saleet added, ‘ Then the Imam (a.s.)
said, ‘O Yazid! You are entrusted with these. Do not speak to anyone about
what | told you except
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for intelligent people, or those whose hearts have been tested for faith by
God, or honest ones. Do not be ungrateful for the Almighty God's
Blessings. Tedtify if you are ever asked to testify to this since God the
Blessed the Sublime has said, ‘ God doth command you to render back your
Trusts to those to whom they are due....’;> He also said, ‘...Ah! who is
more unjust than those who conceal the testimony they have from God?..."°
Then Yazid ibn Saleet said, ‘By God, | will never do that.” Then Abul
Hassan (a.s) said, ‘Then God's Prophet (S) started to enumerate his
characteristics and said, ‘Your son Ali is one who looks using God's light;
hears using God's understanding; speaks using God's wisdom; always acts
right and never makes any mistakes; he is knowledgeable and is not
ignorant; he is filled with wisdom and knowledge. But how short a period
will you be with him! It will be so short that it is as if he was never with
you. Thus settle your affairs upon your return from this journey. Relieve
yourself of your wishes, since you will be separated from them and be with
other things. Therefore, gather your children together, and have God be as a
witness over them all. It suffices for God to witness.” Then Imam Al-Kazim
(as) said, ‘O Yazid! | will die this year. My son Ali has the same name as

Ali ibn Al-Husayn (a.s.). He has been granted the understanding of the
former, and his knowledge, grandeur and honor. He is not allowed to say
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anything until four years after Harun. Then after the four years have passed,
you may ask him any question you have. He will answer your question by
the Almighty God's will.’”

4-10 In another tradition it is narrated that (the author of the book
narrated) my father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that Ahmad
ibn Idris quoted on the authority of Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Isa, on the
authority of al-Abbas an-Nakhkhas al-Asadi, “| asked Al-Ridha (a.s.), ‘Are
you the possessor of authority now? Al-Ridha (a.s.) replied, ‘Yes. By God,
| am the Divine Leader of the people and the genies.””

4-11 In another tradition it is narrated that Ahmad ibn Ziyad ibn Jafar al-
Hamadani - may God be pleased with him - narrated that Ali ibn Ibrahim
ibn Hashem quoted on the authority of his father, on the authority of
Muhammad ibn Khalid al-Bareqi, on the authority of Soleiman ibn Hafs al-
Marwazi, “1 went to see Abul Hassan Musaibn Jafar (a.s.). | wanted to ask
about the Divine Leader (Imam) after him. He (a.s.) looked at me. Before |
asked any question he (a.s.) said, ‘O Soleiman! Ali (Al-Ridha (a.s.)) ismy
son, my Testamentary Trustee and the Divine
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Leader (Imam) of the people after me. He is my noblest child. Then
witness on his behalf to my followers and my friends who want to know
about my successor if you live after me.””

4-12 In another tradition it is narrated that (The author of the book
narrated) my father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that Sa'd ibn
Abdullah guoted on the authority of Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Isa, on the
authority of Abdullah ibn Muhammad a-Hajjal, on the authority of Sa'd ibn
Zakaryaibn Adam, on the authority of Ali ibn Obaydullah a-Hashemi, “We
were nearly sixty Shiites who were next to the tomb of the Prophet (S). Abu
Ibrahim Musa ibn Jafar (a.s.) came towards us. He was holding the hand of
his son - Ali - in his hand. He said, ‘Do you know who | am? We said,
“You are our Master and our elder.” Then he said, ‘ Tell me my name and my
family.” Then we said, ‘You are Musa ibn Jafar ibn Muhammad (a.s.).’
Then he asked, ‘Who is this with me? Then we said, ‘He is Ali ibn Musa
ibn Jafar (a.s.).” He said, ‘Then bear witness that he is my counsel in my
life, and is my Testamentary Trustee after my death.’

4-13 In another tradition it is narrated that (The author of the book
narrated) my father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that Sa'd ibn
Abdullah quoted on the authority of Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Isa, on the
authority of Al-Hassan ibn Mahboob, on the authority of Abdullah ibn
Marhoom, “| left Basrato go towards Medina. | met Aba Ibrahim (Imam al-
Kazim) (a.s.) who was being taken to Basra. He sent someone to me and |
went to him. Then Imam Al-Kazim (as.) gave me several books and
ordered me to take them to Medina. | asked him, ‘May | be your ransom!
Who should | give these books to? He (a.s.) replied, ' Give them to my son
Ali (Al-Ridha’ (a.s.)). He is my Testamentary Trustee and in charge of my
affairs. Heis my best son.’”

4-14 In another tradition it is narrated that Muhammad ibn Al-Hassan ibn
Ahmad ibn al-Valid - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Muhammad ibn Al-Hassan As-Saffar quoted on the authority of Muhammad
ibn Al-Husayn ibn Abi Al-Khattab, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Al-
Fozayl, on the authority of Abdullah ibn Al-Harith whose mother is a
descendant of Jafar ibn Abi Talib, “Abu Ibrahim (al-Kazim) (as.) sent
someone after us, gathered us together and asked us, ‘Do you know why |
have gathered you together? We replied, ‘No.” Imam
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Al-Kazim (as) said, ‘Bear witness that this - my son Ali is my
Testamentary Trustee. He (a.s.) isin charge of all my affairs. He (a.s.) ismy
successor. Whoever has lent me something can take it back from him.
Whoever has been given a promise by me should ask him to fulfill that
promise. Whoever has to visit me in person can come to see me with a note
from him.””

4-15 In another tradition it is narrated that Al-Mudhaffar ibn Jafar Al-
Alavi As-Samargandi - may God be pleased with him - narrated that Jafar
ibn Muhammad ibn Mas ood al-Ayyashi quoted on the authority of his
father, on the authority of Yusuf ibn As-Sakht, on the authority of Ali ibn
Qasim a-Uraydhi, on the authority of his father, on the authority of Safwan
ibn Yahya, on the authority of Haydar ibn Ayyoub that Muhammad ibn
Yazid a-Hashemi said, “The Shiites will accept Ali ibn Musa Al-Ridha
(as) to be their Divine Leader now.”" Haydar ibn Ayyoub said, “How
come?’ He said, “Abul Hassan Musa ibn Jafar (a.s.) caled them in and
appointed him as his Testamentary Trustee.”
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4-16 In another tradition it is narrated that (The author of the book
narrated) my father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that Sa’d ibn
Abdullah guoted on the authority of Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Isa, on the
authority of Ali ibn al-Hakam, on the authority of Haydar ibn Ayyoub, “We
were in a place known as Qaba in Medina where Muhammad ibn Zayd ibn
Ali lived. Muhammad came later than usual. We asked him, ‘May we be
your ransom! What kept you from coming on time? He said, ‘Abu Ibrahim
(as) invited seventeen men from the descendants of Ali (as.) and (the
Blessed Lady) Fatima (a.s.). He had us bear witness that his son Ali is his
Testamentary Trustee and deputy in his lifetime and after his death and that
he accepts Ali's decrees against him or in favor of him.” Muhammad ibn
Zayd continued, ‘O Haydar (ibn Ayyoub)! By God, today he appointed him
as the Imam. The Shiites will follow him from today. Haydar said, ‘What
are you saying? God will keep him aive.” Muhammad (ibn Zayd) said, ‘O
Haydar (ibn Ayyoub)! Once he (a.s.) appointed his son (Ali) as his
Testamentary Trustee, he has established Ali (a.s.) as the Imam.’ Ali ibn al-
Hakam said, ‘Haydar (ibn Ayyoub) passed away while he was till in
doubt.’

4-17 In another tradition it is narrated that Muhammad ibn Ali
Majiluwayh -may God be pleased with him- quoted on the authority of his
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uncle Muhammad ibn Abil Qasim, on the authority of Muhammad ibn
Ali a-Kufi, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Khalaf, on the authority of
Y unus ibn Abdul Rahman, on the authority of Asad ibn Abi a-A'la, on the
authority of Abdul Rahman ibn al-Hajjgj that, “ Abul Hassan Musaibn Jafar
(a.s.) appointed his son Ali (a.s.) as his Testamentary Trustee. He wrote him
a note and had sixty of the noble men of Medinasign it as witnesses.”

4-18 In another tradition it is narrated that Ahmad ibn Zayad ibn Jafar al-
Hamadani - may God be pleased with him - narrated that Ali ibn Ibrahim
ibn Hashem quoted on the authority of his father, on the authority of Ismaiil
ibn Mar'rar and Salih ibn As-Sindi, on the authority of Yunus ibn Abdul
Rahman, on the authority of Husayn ibn Bashir, “Abul Hassan Musa ibn
Jafar (a.s.) appointed his son Ali (Al-Ridha’) (a.s.) just as God's Prophet (S)
appointed Ali (a.s.) on the day of Ghadir Khom. He (a.s.) said, ‘O people of
Medinal Thisis my Testamentary Trustee after me.”” Or said, ‘O people of
the mosque! Thisis my Testamentary Trustee after me.””

4-19 In another tradition it is narrated that Muhammad ibn Musa ibn al-
Motavakil - may God be pleased with him - narrated that Muhammad ibn
Y ahya al-Attar quoted on the authority of Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Isa,
on the authority of Al-Hassan ibn Ali al-Khazzaz, “We went towards Mecca
with Ali ibn Abi Hamza. He was carrying some goods and property. | asked
him, ‘What is all of this? He said, ‘ They belong to the good servant (Imam
al-Kazim). He has ordered me to take them to his son Ali (a.s.) since he has
appointed him as his Testamentary Trustee.””

The author of this book (a.s.heikh Sadooq) said, “Ali ibn Hamza denied
this after the death of Imam Musa ibn Jafar (a.s.) and did not turn these
goods and property over to Imam Al-Ridha’ (a.s.).”

4-20 In another tradition it is narrated that Ali ibn Abdullah al-Warraq -
may God be pleased with him - narrated that Sa’d ibn Abdullah quoted on
the authority of Muhammad ibn Isa ibn Obayd, on the authority of Yunus
ibn Abdurrahman, on the authority of Safwan ibn Y ahya, on the authority of
Ayyoub al-Khazzaz, on the authority of Salamaibn Mohrez that he told Abi
Abdillah (a.s.), “A man from the Ejelites asked, ‘How much longer do you
hope this old man will live? He will die in a couple of years and you will
have no one to place your hopesin.” Abu Abdillah (as.)
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asked, “Why didn’t you tell him that it is this Musa ibn Jafar (a.s.) who

has become a man? We have bought him a slave-wife who is legitimate for

him. Soon you will see that God willing he will have a highly-intelligent
son.”

4-21 In another tradition it is narrated that Al-Mudhaffar ibn Jafar Al-
Mudhaffar Al-Alawi As-Samargandi - may God be pleased with him -
narrated that Jafar ibn Muhammad ibn Masoud quoted on the authority of
his father, on the authority of Yusuf ibn As-Sakht, on the authority of Ali
ibn a-Qasim, on the authority of his father, on the authority of Jafar ibn
Khalaf, on the authority of Ismail ibn al-Khattab, “Abul Hassan (a.s.) often
praised his son Ali (a.s.), and expressed his nobilities and virtues in a
manner in which he never praised others. It was as if he wanted to attract
thelir attention to him.”

4-22 In another tradition it is narrated that (The author of the book
narrated) my father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that Sa’d ibn
Abdullah quoted Muhammad ibn Isa ibn Obayd, on the authority of Yunus
ibn Abdir-Rahman, on the authority of Jafar ibn Khalaf that he had heard
Abul Hassan Musa ibn Jafar (a.s.) say, “One who can see his son that he
will leave behind as a memory before he dies is prosperous. God has shown

4
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me the son that | will leave behind by giving him to me.” Abul Hassan
Musaibn Jafar (a.s.) was pointing at him - that is Al-Ridha’ (a.s.).

4-23 In another tradition from Muhammad ibn Al-Hassan ibn Ahmad ibn
al-valid - may God be pleased with him - it is narrated that Muhammad ibn
Al-Hassan a-Saffar quoted on the authority of Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn
Isa, on the authority of Abdullah Muhammad al-Hajjal, Ahmad ibn Abi
Nasr a-Bezanti, Muhammad ibn Sinan, Ali ibn Sinan, and Ali, on the
authority of al-Hakam, on the authority of Al-Husayn ibn al-Mukhtar who
said, “ These sheets came to us from Abi Ibrahim Musa (a.s.) while he was
in prison in which it was written, “My successor is my oldest son.”

4-24 |n another tradition we read that (The author of the book narrated)
my father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that Sa'd ibn Abdillah,
on the authority of Muhammad ibn Isa bin Obayd, on the authority of Y unus
ibn Abdurrahman, on the authority of Al-Husayn ibn al-Mokhtar, “When
Abul Hassan (Imam Al-Kazim) (a.s.) passed by Basra, we received letters
from him (a.s.) in which it was written, My successor
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ismy oldest son (Ali ibn Musa Al-Ridha’ (a.s.)).””

4-25 In another tradition from (The author of the book narrated) my
father - may God be pleased with him - it is narrated that Sa’d ibn Abdullah
quoted on the authority of Muhammad ibn Isa ibn Obayd, on the authority
Ziyad ibn Marwan a-Qandi, “I went to see Abi Ibrahim (a.s.). His son Ali
was with him. He told me, ‘O Ziyad! This is his writing that is (just as
effective as) my writing. His words are my words. His messenger is my
messenger. And whatever he says, (the truth) isin what he says.’”

The author of this book (a.s.heikh Sadooq) said, “In fact, Ziyad ibn
Marwan al-Qandi narrated this tradition. But he later denied it after Musa
(as) passed away. He became one of the Vagafites’ and confiscated
whatever he had that belonged to Musa ibn Ja'far (a.s.).

4-26 In another tradition it is narrated that (The author of the book
narrated) my father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that Sa’d ibn
Abdullah quoted on the authority of Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Isa, on the
authority of Abdullah ibn Muhammad al-Hajjal, on the authority of Saleed
ibn Abil Jahm, on the authority of Nasr ibn Qaboos that he told Abi [brahim
Musa ibn Jafar (a.s.), “I asked your father (a.s.) ‘Who is going to be your
successor? Your father (as.) informed me that you were his successor.
When Abu Abdillah (a.s)) passed away each group of people went on
different ways. But my friends and | believed in you. Then please inform me
about whom your successor will be.” Musa ibn Jafar (a.s.) said, “My son
Ali.”

4-27 In another tradition it is narrated that Muhammad ibn Al-Hassan ibn
Ahmad ibn a-Waleed - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
Muhammad ibn Al-Hassan al-Saffar quoted on the authority of Al-Hassan
ibn Musa al-Khashshab, on the authority of Nasr ibn Qaboos that Abul
Hassan (Imam a-Kazim) (a.s.) told him, “My son Ali (Al-Ridha’ (a.s.)) is
my oldest son. He is the most obedient of them to me. He studies the books
of AL-JAFR and AL-JAME'’ A along with me. No one can look at these two
books except for the Prophet and his Testamentary Trustees.”

4-28 In another tradition it is narrated that (The author of the book
narrated) my father - may God be pleased with him - narrated that Sa'd ibn
Abdillah quoted on the authority of Ahmad ibn Abi Abdillah al-Bargi, on
the authority of hisfather, on the authority of Abdullah ibn

sy 531
W2 ez Wl g ik Bls tdu e o WSS 15T 50 - 25

e gl i) of (e s 16 Gl Gl 0 18 B G e

43



www.alhassanain.org/Zenglish

JB Lg ¢ Lot a5 ¢ oIS N5 (s 2l 1e By L 1L JUS A 2Ue 3l
.’4553 J3a6

-

a3 ST E o s (o G 015 3oy B Tl i Gt Ju
S Ju G 33 O L 55 ‘%,a.agjti Jus A e o ik
A Lglle aas

it e e g dan Wis e e d L o 0 15T 2ai - 26
RS E X I WO Bk CUL N[ [EE I LRI
dul &I ) :g:yw Wﬁ» o 6;,: (;1,;\;\ @Y &5 B B o
cle e gf B3 Gl A &3 B B edlin 0 L;JJ\ 2 e ol
043 55 R pae db;fptj Lﬁ & 15 s Lg u‘w A3 A
Al ale e e

}//}

106 82 A Lz g 5 M g el g A s eT 2l - 27

1B G o S 5 QB Lt g el o Sl ad g A2 Sls

sl Y abbls L8 s g ST g1 e e e e 4T
55 s 35N 4l o nly B s s

20, g

ﬁf&;c&\#ﬁj\mub.duud‘f)d\ub.J"‘Uﬂ" 28

N[ERE S Y ¥ R o P R P

Abdurrahman, on the authority of Mufaz'zal ibn Umar, “I went to see
Abil Hassan Musa ibn Jafar (as.) and he was holding his son Ali (a.s.) in
his arms. He kissed him, sucked his tongue, put him on his back, hugged
him and said, May my father and mother be your ransom! How good-
scented you are! How pure a nature! How clear are your nobilities!”
Mufadhdhal said, “May | be your ransom! There is a feeling of love in my
heart for this child that | have for no one else but you.” The Imam (a.s.) said,
“O Mufadhdhal! He isto me as | was to my father (a.s.), ‘ Offspring, one of
the other. And God heareth and knoweth all things.”” Mufadhdhal asked, “Is
he in charge of the affairs after you?’” The Imam (a.s.) said, “Yes. Whoever
obeys him will make progress. Whoever disobeys him isan infidel.”

4-29 In another tradition it is narrated that Ahmad ibn Ziyad ibn Ja' far al-
Hamadani - may God be pleased with him - narrated that Ali ibn Ibrahim
ibn Hashem quoted on the authority of his father, on the authority of
Muhammad ibn Sinan, “One day about a year before they took Abil Hassan
Al-Kazim (as.) to Irag, | went to see him. His son Ali Al-Ridha (a.s.) was
in front of him (as.). Imam Al-Kazim (as.) said, ‘O Muhammad (ibn
Sinan)!’ | said, 'Yes.” He said, ‘ There will be a problem thisyear. Try not to
get upset.” Then he (a.s.) became silent. He hit the ground with his hand.
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Then the Imam (a.s.) looked at me and recited the Quranic verse ‘but God
will leave to stray, those who do wrong. God doeth what He willeth.’®
Muhammad (ibn Sinan) said, ‘May | be your ransom! What is the matter?
He (as.) said, ‘Whoever oppresses this son of mine, does not honor his
rights and denies his Divine Leadership after meis like those who oppressed
Ali ibn Abi-Talib (as.), did not honor his rights and denied his Divine
Leadership after the Prophet Muhammad (S).” Then Muhammad (ibn Sinan)
realized that the Imam (a.s.) was informing him about his upcoming death,
and the appointment of his son. Muhammad (ibn Sinan) said, ‘[I swear by
God that if God extends my life, | will honor his right and accept his Divine
Leadership and] | will bear witness that he will be the Almighty God's
witness for the creatures after you, and the inviter to His Religion.” The
Imam (a.s.) said, ‘O Muhammad (ibn Sinan)! God will extend your life, and
you will invite the people to accept his Divine Leadership, and the Divine
Leadership of the Imam that will come after him.” Muhammad (ibn Sinan)
said, ‘O May | be your ransom! Who is it? He (as.) said, ‘His son
Muhammad.” Muhammad (ibn Sinan) said, ‘1 accept.” He (a.s.) said, ‘Yes.
| had found you to be this
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way in the Commander of the Faithful’s (a.s.) book. Among our
followers you are brighter than lightening in the darkness of night.” The
Imam (a.s.) then added, ‘O Muhammad (ibn Sinan)! Indeed Mufadhdhal has
been my companion, and a source of my comfort. You are going to be
their'® companion (Imam Al-Ridha’s (a.s) and Imam Al-Jawad's (a.s.)
companion) and their source of comfort. It is forbidden for the Fire to ever
touch you.’”

Notes

1. A sect comprised of those who believe that the Divine Leadership of the Immaculate
Imams ended at the Imamate of Imam Musa Al-Kazim (a.s.) and do not recognize the
Divine Leadership of the Imams who came after him.

2. Abil Hassan, Abal Hassan and Abul Hassan are all the same name but pronounced
differently.

3. Both are called Abal Hassan

4. Which belonged to Imam Musa Al-Kazim (a.s.)

5. Qur'an, 4:58

6. Qur'an, 2:140

7. The Wagifites are those who believe that Divine Leadership stopped at the Imamate
of Imam Musa Al-Kazim (a.s.) and do naot recognize the Divine Leadership of the Imams
who came after him.

8. Qur'an, 14:27

9. The ninth Imam Muhammad ibn Ali ibn Musa (a.s.) - Imam Al-Jawad

10. The eighth and the ninth Imams
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Chapter 5: On Musa lbn Ja'far's Will

5-1 Al-Husayn ibn Ahmad ibn Idris - may God be pleased with him -
narrated that his father quoted on the authority of Muhammad ibn Abis-
Subhan, on the authority of Abdullah ibn Muhammad al-Hajjal, on the
authority of Ibrahim ibn Abdullah al-Jafari, on the authority of some of his
relatives that, “Aba Ibrahim Musa ibn Jafar (a.s.) had Ishaq ibn Jafar ibn
Muhammad®, Ibrahim ibn Muhammad al-Jafari, Jafar ibn Salih, Mo’ awiya
bin al-Jafarayn?, Y ahyaibn Al-Husayn ibn Zayd, Sa'd ibn Imran Al-Ansari,
Yazid ibn Saleet Al-Ansari and Muhammad ibn Jafar Al-Aslamy® be
witnesses to his will, after they had witnessed that There is no god but God,;
He is One and there are no partners for Him; Muhammad is His Servant and
His Messenger; the Hour (the Day of Resurrection) will undoubtedly come
and God will resurrect the people from their graves; there is resurrection
after death; there is Reckoning and just retaliation; there will be a stop in
front of the Almighty God the Truth; what Muhammad - may God's
Blessings be upon him and his Household - has brought is the Truth, the
Truth, and the Truth*; and what the Trusted Spirit (Gabriel) has sent down is
the Truth. | live with these beliefs. | will die with these beliefs. God willing,
| will be resurrected with these beliefs.” He had them bear witness that the
following was his will written in his own handwriting. ‘Firstly, | wrote the
will of my grandfather - the Commander of the Faithful (a.s.), the wills of
Al-Hassan (a.s.) and Al-Husayn (a.s.) and Ali ibn Al-Husayn (a.s.), the will
of Muhammad ibn Ali Al-Bagir (a.s.), and the will of Jafar ibn Muhammad
(as.) letter by letter. And | will appoint my son Ali as my Trustee - along
with his other brothers, God willing. If he recognizes that they have grown
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up enough and he likes to keep them as my Trustees - he can. If heis not
pleased with them and wants them not to be my Trustees, he can. They have
no authority over him. | entrust my affairs regarding charity, property, and
my children to him and to Ibrahim, Abbas, Isma'il, Ahmad, Umm Ahmad.” |
entrust the affairs of my wives to Ali alone. He can spend one-third of the
charity of my father and my household in any way he likes - as anyone
would deal with his own property. He can carry out what | said regarding
my wives and household - if he pleases. He can also not do what | said if he
pleases. He can sell, donate or give in charity in a way other than what |
have stated. According to this will, he can act just like me myself regarding
my property, my family and my children. If he pleases, he can keep his
brothers as Trustees - whom | named in the beginning of this document. If
he likes, he can aso keep them from being Trustees. No one is allowed to
object to his decision. If anyone of them wants to marry off his sister, heis
not authorized to do so without his permission and order. Whatever power
tries to take away the authorities which | have written down for him has
deviated from God the Almighty and His Messenger (a.s.). God and His
Messenger will also have nothing to do with them. God's Curse, all those
who curse, the curse of the nearby-stationed angels, the curse of the
Prophets and the curse of (all) the Messengers and the believers be on such a
person. None of the kings nor any of my children are allowed to take away
his authority over the property | have entrusted him with. Whatever he says
about its amount is acceptable to me - whether it be a small amount or large
sum. The reason | mentioned the names of my other children here is that |
wanted their names and the names of my other small children to be
respectfully mentioned here. Those of my slave-wives who are Umm
Walad® and do not leave will have the same rights and privileges that they
had had during my life-time, if Ali Al-Ridha (a.s.) pleases. But if they
should get married, they can no longer return and receive payments unless
Ali Al-Ridha (a.s.) deems it proper to do so. The same holds true for my
daughters. The marriage of none of my daughters is entrusted to their
maternal brothers (uncles) or the King. My daughters should not do
anything unless they seek Ali Al-Ridha’s (as.) counsel and opinion
(advice). If my daughters maternal brothers take any steps regarding the
marriage of my daughters’ they have disobeyed God the Almighty and His
Prophet - may God's Blessings be upon him and his Household, and have
interfered in his authority. He knows best about the marriage of his
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family members. He can marry them off if he pleases, or not marry them
off if hewills. | have advised them regarding what | have written here. | set
God as a witness over them. No one is allowed to open my will, or express
its contents. This will isjust as | have stated to you. Whoever does wrong
has wronged himself. Whoever does good has done it for himself. And your
Lord will not oppress any servants. No one - whether the King or others -
has the right to open this letter underneath which | have placed my seal.
May God's Curse and His Wrath be upon whoever does so. And after God,
the angels and the group of Muslim men and women will be my supporters.’
Then Musa ibn Jafar (a.s) and the witnesses affixed their seals to it.”
Abdullah ibn Muhammad al-Jafar narrated that Al-Abbas ibn Musa (Imam
Ridha'’a brother) (a.s.) told Imran Al-Qadhi At-Talhi, “There is a treasure
and some jewels inside this letter for us, and he wants to take it al for
himself and give nothing to us. He has taken everything for himself that our
father has left for us, and has left us deprived.” Then Ibrahim ibn
Muhammad al-Jafar® yelled and swore at him. His uncle Ishab ibn Jafar did
the same thing. Al-Abbas told al-Qadhi, “May God make you prosperous!
Unsedl the letter and read it.” He said, “I will not unsea it. | will not do
something to make me suffer from your father's curse.” Al-Abbas said, “I
will unseal it.” Al-Qadhi said, “It is up to you.” Then al-Abbas broke the

49



www.alhassanain.org/Zenglish

seal, and noted that his father had put them aside and established Ali (a.s.)
alone (as his Trustee), and had placed all of them under the guardianship of
Ali (a.s) - whether they like it or not. Thus they had been placed under his
guardianship like orphans, and had been put aside. Then Ali ibn Musa (a.s.)
looked at al-Abbas and said, “O brother! | knew that your losses and debts
made you say so.” Then the Imam (as.) said, “O Sa'd! Go and see how
much debt they are under. Pay it off on their behalf. Take back their
receipts, and get a receipt for paying off their debts. By God, | will not
hesitate to help you, be your companion, and be sympathetic to you as long
as| live on the Earth. Say whatever you wish to say.” Al-Abbas said, “You
are giving these payments to us from our excess property. There is much
more.” He (a.s.) said, “ Say whatever you wish to say. My honor is the same
as your honor. O God! Please improve them and improve their affairs. Fend
off Satan from us and from them. And assist them in obeying you. ‘...Be
God a witness to what we say.’® Al-Abbas said, “How well do | understand
you! | have nothing left to be greedy of.” Then they all walked away.
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5-2 (The author of the book narrated) my father - may God be pleased
with him - narrated that Ahmad ibn Idris quoted on the authority of
Muhammad ibn Abis Sahban, on the authority of Safwan ibn Y ahya, on the
authority of Abdurrahman ibn al-Hajjaj, “Abul Hassan (as.) sent me the
Commander of the Faithful's (a.s.) will and the list of endowments of his
father (a.s.) by Abu Ismaill Mosadef (Imam Kazim's slave), and indicated
the list of endowments of Jafar ibn Muhammad (a.s.) and his own as
follows, ‘In the Name of God, the Beneficent the Merciful. Thisisthelist of
what Musa ibn Jafar endows. He endows his land located in such and such
places. The boundaries of the land are so and so. All the land, the date
palms, parts of it that are not constructed, the water in it, its corners, the
water right and the turn for its use of water, and every other right at its
heights and its pastures, all its existing facilities', its yard and its streams;
its cultivated and its dry parts are endowed by Musa ibn Jafar to his
children - male or female. The caretaker in charge of this land will subtract
the expenses for its maintenance and development from its income - other
than the income from thirty of its trees that will be divided among the poor
people of the village. He will divide this income between the children of
Musa ibn Jafar':. Each boy will be given twice that of each girl. The
payments to each of the daughters of Musa ibn Jafar who gets married will
be cut-off until she loses her husband™ in which case her share will be like
that of unmarried girls. Whenever one of the children of Musa dies their
children will receive their father's share - each boy will receive double the
amount that each girl receives just as Musa has determined for his own
children. Whenever one dies and does not have any children, then his share
will be added to the others' share. His daughter's children will not receive
any share unless their fathers are from my descendants. No one has any
sharein thisaslong as | have some descendants. If they all die and no oneis
left, then the income from these endowments will be paid to my brothers
and sisters as long as they are living based on the same conditions that |
stated for my children and my descendants. If all my brothers and sisters
die, then the income from this endowment will be paid to my paternal
brothers (uncles) and sisters (aunts) and their descendants as long asthere is
anyone. If none of these relations live, then the income from this
endowment will be paid to my relatives and close friends - whoever is
closest to me until the time when God the Almighty inherits whatever He
will inherit.”* He is the best inheritor. Musaibn Jafar endowed this
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property without any doubt in perfect health in a just and non-revokable
manner to seek God's pleasure and the blessings of the Hereafter. No
believer who has faith in God and the Resurrection Day is allowed to sell it,
buy it, donate it to someone, or change its stated conditions, until the life of
man and whatever is on the Earth is over, and God inherits it. This
endowment is trusted to Ali and Ibrahim. Whenever one of them dies, Al-
Qasim will take his place. If anyone of these two dies, then al-Abbas will
take his place. If anyone of these two dies, then the oldest son will take his
place. If only one person of my generation is left, then he will be in charge
of hisendowment.””

The narrator of this tradition said, “Abul Hassan (a.s.) said, ‘My father
gave a higher priority to Ismail over al-Abbas, even though he is younger
than him.””

5-3 Al-Mudhaffar ibn Jafar Al-Alawi As-Samargandi - may God be
pleased with him - narrated that Jafar ibn Muhammad ibn Mas ood al-
Ayyashi quoted on the authority of his father, on the authority Yusuf ibn
As-Sakht, on the authority of Ali ibn Al-Qasim al-Uraydhi Al-Husayni, on
the authority of Safwan ibn Y ahya, on the authority of Abdurrahman ibn al-
Hajjaj, on the authority of Ishag and Ali - the sons of Abi Abdillah Jafar ibn
Muhammad (as-Sadiq) (a.s.), “ The year Musa ibn Jafar (a.s.) was arrested,
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we went to see Abdurrahman ibn Aslam™ in Mecca. We had a letter from
Abil Hassan (Imam Kazim) (a.s.) in his own handwriting. There were
instructions in the letter regarding what he needed. We told Abdurrahman
ibn Adam, ‘This way he has issued orders for these affairs. Then if thereis
anything related to these orders, give it to his son Ali (as.) since he is his
successor and he is in charge of his affairs.’” Then Ishag and Ali added,
“This conversation took place one day after the movement of the Hajj
pilgrims from Mina™ to Mecca, and nearly fifty days after Abul Hassan
(a.s.) was arrested.” Ishag and Ali, the sons of Abi Abdillah (a.s.) had Al-
Husayn ibn Ahmad a-Menqari, Ismael ibn Umar, Has'san ibn Mo’ awiya
and Al-Husayn ibn Muhammad Sahib al-Khatm bear witness that Abul
Hassan Ali ibn Musa was the Testamentary Trustee of his father (a.s.) and
was his successor. Two of them testified to this, and the other two said that
he is the successor and his deputy. Then all their testimonies were accepted
by the Judge Hafs ibn Ghiyath.
3 Y
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5-4 Ahmad ibn Ziyad ibn Ja far al-Hamadani - may God be pleased with
him - narrated that Ali ibn Ibrahim ibn Hashem quoted on the authority of
his father, on the authority of Bakr ibn Salih that he asked Ibrahim ibn Al-
Hassan Musa ibn Jafar (as.)™, “What do you say about our father?’
Ibrahim ibn Al-Hassan Musa ibn Jafar (a.s.) said, “He is alive.” Bakr ibn
Salih asked him, “What do you say about your brother Abil Hassan (Imam
a-Rezxa) (a.s.)?’ He said, “He is trustworthy and honest.” Then Bakr ibn
Salih said, “He believes that your father has died.” He said, “He knows best
what he says.” Bakr ibn Salih repeated what he had said. He said the same
thing again. Then Bakr ibn Salih asked, “Has your father appointed anyone
as his Trustee?” He said, “Yes.” Bakr ibn Salih asked, “Who?’ He said,
“The five of us, and he established Ali superior to us.”

Notes

1. Imam Al-Kazim's (a.s.) brother

2. Descendants of Abu Talib

3. They were Imam Al-Kazim's companions.

4. Stated three times for more emphasis

5. She was one of the wives of Imam Al-Kazim (a.s.) and a respectable lady who was
honored by the Imam (a.s.).

6. As previously described in the footnotes of Tradition No. 2-2

7. Without Ali's permission; Ali isImam Al-Ridha (a.s).

8. Who was one of the witnesses to the will

9. Qur'an, 28:28

10. Such as restrooms, kitchens, drainage, bathrooms, walkways, etc.

11. According to some references Imam Musa ibn Ja far had as many as 39 children.
They include Ali ibn Musa Al-Ridha (a.s.), Abdullah, Husayn, Farz, Ali, Hassan, Ahmad,
Muhsen, Saradin, Abdullah, Ageel, Tayyib, Muhammad, Nasir, Yasir, Hamza, Mahmood,
Ahmad, Ridha', ShahRidha, Sam, Lam, Yagoob, Ja'far, Ibrahim, AbuJawab, Y usuf,
Fatima, Amina Khatoon, Khanoom Aga, Tawoos Khatoon. According to the hypertext
material at the following url address: http://www.cogj.org/islamic_resources/7thimam.htm,
he (a.s.) had 19 sons & 18 daughters. The most famous of his sons is his successor, Imam
Ali Al-Reza (a.s.) buried in Mashhad and the most famous of his daughters is Fatima Kubra
known as Masuma Qum who is buried in Qum. Yasir and Nasir are also buried in the
vicinity of Mashhad on the road to Torgaba. Another oneis said to be buried in Babol in the
north of Iran in a place known as Imamzadeh Sultan Muhammad Taher. This shrine is
located 3 km east of Babol and contains the body of one of the children of Imam Musa Al-
Kazim (as.) and has been officially registered as an Iranian historical relic. Its tower is
octagonal and each line is erected on a rectangular artificid arch at the bottom. The shrine
was built in the year 1470 A.D.

12. Either through death or divorce

13. No one is|eft on the Earth any more.

14. Or Abdullah ibn Sallam.

15. A place in the hills east of Mecca on the road from it to al-Rafa

16. The son of Imam Al-Kazim (a.s.)
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Chapter 6: On Proofs of Divine L eadership Of Al-

Ridha’ (a.s) Among The Twelve Imams (a.s.)

6-1 Muhammad ibn lbrahim ibn Ishaq a-Taligani narrated that Al-
Husayn ibn Ismail quoted on the authority of Abu Amro Sa'eed ibn
Muhammad ibn Nasr al-Qat’tan, on the authority of Ubaydillah Muhammad
al-Salami, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Abdul Rahim, on the
authority of Muhammad ibn Sa’ eed ibn Muhammad, on the authority of Al-
Abbas ibn Abi Amro, on the authority of Sadaga ibn Abi Musa, on the
authority of Abi Nadhra, “When Abu Ja far Muhammad ibn Ali Al-Bagir
(a.s.) was about to pass away, he called in his son - As-Sadiq (a.s.) to entrust
him with the Trusteeship. His brother Zayd ibn Ali (a.s.) told him, “I think it
would not have been improper if you had treated us like Al-Hassan (a.s.)
and Al-Husayn (a.s.)*. Then there would be no fear that you will be denied.”
He (a.s.) said, “O Abul Hassan! What is entrusted cannot be dealt with by
using examples. His decrees do not depend on traditions. These are things
that have been totally set from before the birth of the Divine Proofs of God
(the Imams) the Exalted the Sublime.” Then he called in Jabir ibn Abdullah
and told him, “O Jabir! Tell us about the sheet that you saw yourself.” Then
Jabir told him (as.), “O Aba Jafar! Yes. | went to see the Blessed Lady
Fatima - my master - the daughter of God’'s Prophet (S) to congratulate her
upon the birth of Al-Husayn (a.s.).
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There was a silvery-white pearl brilliant sheet of paper in her hands. |
told her, “O Master of all Women! What is this sheet that | see you have?’
She (a.s.) said, “The names of the Imams who are going to be from my
progeny are written on it.” | said, “Give it to me to look at.” She (a.s.) said,
“O Jabir! 1 would have surely done so if it was not forbidden to do so.
However, it is forbidden for anyone but the Prophet (S), the Prophet’s
Trustee or a Member of the Holy Household to touch it. You are only
alowed to look at it from the outside.” Jabir added, “It said, ‘Abul Qasim
Muhammad ibn Abdullah al-Mustafa (the Prophet) whose mother is Amina,
Abul Hassan Ali ibn Abi Talib al-Murtadha whose mother is Fatima - the
daughter of Asad ibn Hashem ibn Abd Manaf, Abu Muhammad Al-Hassan
ibn Ali al-Barr, Abu Abdullah Al-Husayn ibn Ali At-Tagi whose mother is
(the Blessed Lady) Fatima - the daughter of Muhammad, Abu Muhammad
Ali ibn Al-Husayn al-Adl whose mother is Shahr Banu - the daughter of
Y azd Gird, Abu Ja far Muhammad ibn Ali Al-Bagir whose mother is Umm
Abdullah - the daughter of Al-Hassan ibn Ali ibn Abi Talib, Abu Abdullah
Jafar ibn Muhammad As-Sadiq whose mother is Umm Farwa - the
daughter of Al-Qasim ibn Muhammad ibn Abi Bakr, Abu Ibrahim Musaibn
Ja far whose mother is a slave maid called Hamidah al-Mosaffat, Abul
Hassan Ali ibn Musa Al-Ridha (a.s.) whose mother is a slave maid called
Najma, Abu Ja far Muhammad ibn Ali a-Zak’'ki whose mother is a slave
maid called Khayzaran, Abul Hassan Ali ibn Muhammad Al-Amin whose
mother is a dlave maid called Susan, Abu Muhammad Al-Hassan ibn Ali al-
Rafiq whose mother is a dlave maid called Samanah and whose nickname is
Ummul Hassan, Abul Qasim Muhammad ibn Al-Hassan (a.s.) who is the
Riser (Imam al-Mahdi) - the Proof of God - whose mother is a dave maid
called Narjis. May God's Blessings be upon them all.’”

The author of this book (a.s.heikh Sadooq) said, This tradition has been
narrated this way by mentioning the name of the Riser (a.s.). However, |
think that it is not proper to mention his name - may God bless him.

6-2 My father and Muhammad ibn Al-Hassan ibn Ahmad ibn al-Waleed
narrated that Sa’d ibn Abdullah and Abdullah ibn Ja far al-Hemyari quoted
on the authority of Abil Khayr Salih ibn Abi Hammad and Al-Hassan ibn
Dharif, on the authority of Bakr ibn Salih who narrated the following
tradition. Also my father, Muhammad ibn Musa ibn a-Mutawakkil,
Muhammad ibn Ali Majiluwayh, Ahmad ibn Ali ibn

PRI LENITP VSR P S CPR PN I SO G PR RO |

56



www.alhassanain.org/Zenglish

2 O o B 40 el X0 230y e i e Y

uﬁwgﬁ@uy;ﬁfﬁéﬂiﬁﬂ&j@a:ﬁfﬁg&wﬁ/ﬁ@’m
o o s e ATkt D de2 L g e s s
@;Jcﬁé\ﬁ;jﬁ“;u,u@ﬁrgﬁy,u\9%u¢uu\gawgﬁw
j@;}&f\cmdwuuﬁM\@;JM\JJ\,\:;;?@\

o s3F

53\ s (a\ ) L.S\ UJ.G U" Lz J.a.v- };\ cJJ:-:J.: w mj;bj.@.w ) cJJ.a.S\ u\.m;L\

L
.
*&
‘e
LTI
Kc_,
Ti
LR
L
g.
G
.
‘\:
.
l
< L

8
&
’v‘
&
i
R
- &
f‘e

G

C\:
l
E
e

M\QMQ\%3w§£/ um;ﬁﬁcdb&-%f‘%b'x‘&ﬂ‘db 2 s

AR R AT R IR I AN R N B S B
Syl = fen L Bl 221 ol N Bt ffujjgirww\f\ ok

e o Sl gard uiadggb\laab-Lgﬁﬁ\lmiﬁ@ijﬁ

A2 Gl agand 25 130 o) Ca iy

¢E¢;$@Lﬁ5:YG¢%HJJ&JJ¢9$MjJQ%sd\ub-—Z
rw.;-’/ \} ‘:\:é“ d\ d” CSL,& j\.;-\ d‘ c\.a.ue" 6}.«.4-\ ,.4.1.7- U” A.U\ Mj ‘A.U\
Q&Jmﬁ‘ﬁ}i‘u@yawja\ubj o x4 dak b

‘AJL’\J u,s VMA\J_,\ u\.w;-\j CV.MLA U" V.AJ&JJ U" kﬁLc U” “\}‘j cAJ}La-LA

Ibrahim ibn Hashem, Al-Husayn ibn Ibrahim ibn Tatana and Ahmad ibn
Ziyad ibn Ja far al-Hamadani - may God be pleased with them - narrated
that Ali ibn Ibrahim ibn Hashem quoted on the authority of his father, on the
authority of Bakr ibn Salih, on the authority of Abdul Rahman ibn Salim, on
the authority of Abi Basir, on the authority of Abi Abdullah (as-Sadiq)
(as.), “My father (a.s.) told Jabir ibn Abdullah Al-Ansari, ‘| have something
to do with you in private. When is the most convenient time for you to come
so that | may ask you something? Jabir replied to him (a.s.), ‘Whenever
you please.” Then my father (a.s.) met him in private and told him, ‘O Jabir!
Tell me about the tablet which you saw in the hands of my mother (the
Blessed Lady) Fatima - the daughter of God’'s Prophet (S), and what my
mother told you about what is recorded in it in writing.” Jabir said, ‘I take
God as a witness that | went to see your mother (the Blessed Lady) Fatima
during the lifetime of God's Prophet (S) to congratulate her upon the birth
of Al-Husayn (a.s.). Then | saw agreen tablet in her hand which | thought to
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be emeralds. In it there were white writings which were as brilliant as
sunshine. | told her, ‘O daughter of God’s Prophet (S)! May my mother and
father be your ransom! What is this tablet? She (a.s.) replied, ‘This is a
tablet which God the Exalted the Sublime has bestowed upon His
Messenger (a.s.). In it there are the names of my father, my husband, my
two sons, and the names of the Trustees from my progeny. My father (a.s.)
gave it to me to make me happy.” Jabir added, ‘Then your mother (the
Blessed Lady) Fatima gave it to me. | read it and wrote down a copy of it."”

Then Imam As-Sadiq (a.s.) added, “My father (a.s.) asked, ‘O Jabir! Can
you show it to me? He said, ‘Yes.” Then my father accompanied him to
Jabir’s house where Jabir brought a sheet made of skin for my father and
said, ‘| take God as a witnhess that this is what | saw written on that tablet,
‘In the Name of God the Beneficent, the Merciful. This is a writing from
God the Honored the Wise to Muhammad - His Light, His Messenger and
His Veil, and His Reason which has been descended upon him by the
Trustworthy Spirit from the Lord of the Two Worlds. O Muhammad! Exalt
My Names. Be grateful for My Blessings. Do not deny. Indeed | am God.
There are no gods other than Me. | am the Defeater of the Tyrants, the
Humiliator of the Oppressors! The Owner of the Religion. Indeed | am God.
There are no gods other than Me. | will punish whoever places hopes in
others but Me or fears things other than
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My Chastisement in such away that no one in the Two Worlds has been
punished. Thus worship Me alone, and rely only on Me. Whenever | appoint
a Prophet and his time ends | appoint a Trustee for him. | have made you
superior over the other Prophets, and have made your Trustee (The first
Divine Leader) superior over the other Prophet’s Trustees. | have honored
you with two lion cubs after him - your two grandsons Al-Hassan and Al-
Husayn. | have established Al-Hassan (The second Divine Leader) as the
Treasure-Mine of My Knowledge after the expiration of the term of his
father. | have established Al-Husayn (The second Divine Leader) as the
storehouse of My Revelations. | have honored him with the Martyrdom, and
have perfected Prosperity for him. He is the noblest of the martyrs. He holds
the highest rank of the martyrs near Me. And | have entrusted him with My
Perfect Word, and | have left the Complete Proof near him. | give rewards
and chastisements by his kinship - the first of whom is Ali (The fourth
Divine Leader)- the Master of the Worshippers and the adornment of the
previous Trustees. His son (Muhammad) - the praised one - is like his
grandfather. He is Muhammad Al-Bagir - the analyzer of My Knowledge
and the Treasure House of My Wisdom. Those who doubt Ja far will be
destroyed. Whoever rejects him has indeed rejected Me. | say the right
thing. | highly honor Jafar (The sixth Divine Leader). | will make him
happy regarding his followers, companions and friends. | have appointed
Musa (The seventh Divine Leader) after him. After him there will be a short
period of dark sedition, although there will not be a breach of Divine
Leadership. My Proof will not remain hidden and the Trustees will not
suffer. Beware that whoever denies any of them has indeed denied Me.
Whoever changes any of the verses of My Book has indeed ascribed lies to
Me. Woe be to those who ascribe lies and those who deny! Whoever denies
the eighth (Divine Leader Al-Ridha’) after the duration of the Leadership of
Musa - My Servant, Friend and Appointed One - is over, has indeed denied
al My Trustees. Ali is My Trustee and Helper. He is the one on whose
shoulders | will place the burden of Prophethood and grant him power. A
haughty wicked fellow (al-Ma mun) will murder him and bury him in a
town that is established by a good servant next to My worst creature. | say
the right thing. | will make him happy by his successor after him
Muhammad (The ninth Divine Leader) - his son. He is the inheritor of My
Knowledge and the Treasure-house of My Wisdom. He is the site of My
Secrets and My Proof for My creatures. |
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have established Heaven as his place and have accepted his intercession
on behalf of seventy members of his family who have all become sure to
burn in the Fire. And | will end the affairs of his son Ali (The tenth Divine
Leader) - My Trustee and Helper, a Witness over My creatures, and My
Entrusted with My Revelations - with prosperity. | will bring about Al-
Hassan (The eleventh Divine Leader) from him - acaller to My Path and the
Treasure-house of My Knowledge. Then | will complete Divine Leadership
with his son (The twelfth Divine Leader)- Mercy for the people of the two
Worlds. He will possess the Perfection of Moses, the Illumination of Jesus,
and the Patience of Jacob. My friends will be belittled during histime. Their
heads will be given to others as gifts like the heads of the Turks and the
Daylams (Who were opposed to Islam) were. They will be killed and burnt.
They will be in fear. The Earth will turn red from their shed blood. Their
women will cry and mourn. They are truly My friends. | will fend off al
oppressive seditions by them. | will fend off any earthquakes by them. | will
eliminate any hardships and burdens by them. They are the ones on whom is
the Blessings and Mercy from their Lord. They are the guided ones.””

Abdurrahman ibn Salim said that Abu Basir said, “If you had not even
heard any traditions in all your life, just this one is enough for you.
Therefore, guard it from all but those for whom it is meant.”

6-3 And Abu Muhammad Al-Hassan ibn Hamza Al-Alawi - may God be
pleased with him - narrated that Abu Ja far Muhammad ibn Al-Husayn ibn
Dorost al-Saravi quoted on the authority of Jafar ibn Muhammad ibn
Malik, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Imran al-Kufi, on the authority of
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Abdurrahman ibn Abi Najran and Safwan ibn Yahya, on the authority of
Ishaq ibn Ammar that Abi Abdullah (a.s.) asked him, “O Ishag! Do you
want me to give you glad tidings?’ He replied, “O grandson of the Prophet
of God! May God sacrifice me for you! Yes.” He (a.s.) said, “We have a
sheet dictated by God's Prophet (S) and recorded in the handwriting of the
Commander of the Faithful (a.s.) in which it iswritten, ‘In the Name of God
the Beneficent, the Merciful. This is a Book from God the Honorable the
All-Knowing.” Then he narrated the rest of the tradition as it was recorded
in the previous one except at the end of it he said, “Then As-Sadiq (a.s.)
said, O Ishag! Thisisthe religion of the angels and the Messengers. Protect
it from those to whom it does not belong. May God the Sublime safeguard
and improve your conditions.” Then he (a.s.)
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added, “ God the Exalted the Honorable will save from the Fire whoever
brings faith in these issues.”

6-4 Abul Abbas Muhammad ibn Ibrahim ibn Ishag al-Taligani - may

God be pleased with him - narrated that Al-Hassan ibn Isma’il quoted on the

authority of Sa’eed ibn Muhammad al-Qattan, on the authority of Abdullah

ibn Musa al-Royani Abu Torab, on the authority of Abdul Azeem ibn
Abdullah Al-Hassani, on the authority of Ali ibn Al-Hassan ibn Zayd ibn
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Al-Hassan ibn Ali ibn Abi Talib (a.s.), on the authority of Abdullah ibn
Muhammad ibn Ja far ibn Muhammad, on the authority of his father, on the
authority of his grandfather (a.s.): Muhammad ibn Ali Al-Bagir (as.)
gathered all his children together along with their uncle Zayd ibn Ali (a.s.)
and showed them some writing in the handwriting of Ali (a.s.) and dictated
by God's Prophet (S) in which it was recorded, “This is a Book from God
the Honorable the Wise.” It contains the same material as stated before until
where it said, “They are the guided ones.” Then at the end he said, “I
wonder about Muhammad ibn Jafar (Imam Sadiq’'s son) and his revolt
having heard these from his father (a.s).”* Then he added, “These are
God's Secrets, His Religion and the Religion of His angels. Then guard it
against those to whom it does not belong.”

6-5 Ali ibn Al-Husayn ibn Shathawayh a-Mo’addib - may God be
pleased with him and Ahmad ibn Harun al-Ami - may God be pleased with
him - narrated that Muhammad ibn Abdullah ibn Ja'far al-Hemyari quoted
on the authority of his father, on the authority of Ja' far ibn Muhammad ibn
Malik al-Fazari al-Kufi, on the authority of Malik ibn al-Salooli, on the
authority of Dorost ibn Abdul Hamid, on the authority of Abdullah ibn
Jabala, on the authority of Abul Safatij, on the authority of Jabir a-Jo'fi, on
the authority of Abi Ja'far Muhammad ibn Ali Al-Bagir (as.), on the
authority of Jabir ibn Abdullah Al-Ansari, “1 went to see (the Blessed Lady)
Fatima - the daughter of God's Prophet (S). There was a tablet in front of
her. It was so brilliant that it was about to blind my eyes. Twelve names
could be seen - three names on the tablet, three names on the back, three
names at the end and three names on the side. | counted them. There were
twelve of them. | asked, ‘Whose names are these? (The Blessed Lady)
Fatima (a.s.) replied, ‘ These are the names of the Trustees. The first of them
ismy cousin (Imam Ali), and the rest are from my progeny. The last one of
themisthe Riser.””
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Jabir ibn Abdullah Al-Ansari added, “ The name Muhammad Muhammad
Muhammad was seen in three places and the name Ali Ali Ali Ali could be
seen in four places.”

6-6 Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Y ahya al-Attar - may God be pleased
with him - narrated that his father quoted on the authority of Muhammad ibn
Al-Husayn ibn Abil Khattab, on the authority of Al-Hassan ibn Mahboab,
on the authority of Abil Jarood®, on the authority of Abi Ja'far (a.s.), on the
authority of Jabir ibn Abdullah Al-Ansari, “I went to see (the Blessed Lady)
Fatima (a.s.). There was a tablet in front of her in which there were the
names of the Trustees. There were twelve names - the last one of which is
the Riser. Three of them were Muhammad (a.s.) and four of them were Ali
(as).”

6-7 Al-Husayn ibn Ahmad ibn Idris - may God be pleased with him -
narrated that his father quoted on the authority of Ahmad ibn Muhammad
ibn Isa and Ibrahim ibn Hashem, on the authority of Al-Hassan ibn
Mahboob, on the authority of Abil Jarood”, on the authority of Abi Ja'far
(as.), on the authority of Jabir ibn Abdullah Al-Ansari, “1 went to see (the
Blessed Lady) Fatima (a.s.). There was atablet in front of her in which there
were the names of the Trustees. There were twelve names - the last one of
which is the Riser. Three of them were Muhammad (a.s.) and four of them
were Ali (as.).”

6-8 (The author of the book narrated) my father - may God be pleased
with him - narrated that Sa’d ibn Abdullah quoted on the authority of
Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Isa, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Abi
Omayr, on the authority of Umar ibn Uthaynah, on the authority of Aban
ibn Abi Ayyash, on the authority of Solaym ibn Qays a-Hilali that he had
heard Abdullah ibn Jafar a-Tayyar say, “Al-Hassan (a.s.), Al-Husayn
(a.s.), Abdullah ibn Abbas, Umar ibn Abi Salamah, Osamah ibn Zayd and |
were with Mo'awiya.” Then he narrated what was expressed. He told
Mo’ awiya ibn Abi Sufyan, “I (Abdullah) heard God's Prophet (S) say, ‘To
the believers, | am to be held more superior than themselves. Then my
brother Ali ibn Abi Talib is more superior to the believers than themselves.
When it comes to martyrdom, my son Al-Hassan is more superior to the
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believers than themselves. Then my son Al-Husayn is more superior to the
believers than themselves. Once he is martyred his son Ali ibn Al-Husayn is
more superior to the believers than themselves.
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And O Abdullah! Y ou will live to see him. Then it is my son Muhammad
ibn Ali Al-Bagir (as) who is more superior to the believers than
themselves. And O Husayn! You will live to see him. Then he went on until
he completed the twelve Imams nine of whom are from the progeny of Al-
Husayn.” Abdullah added, “Then | took Al-Hassan (a.s.), Al-Husayn (a.s.),
Abdullah ibn Abbas, Umar ibn Abi Salamah and Osamah ibn Zayd who
were all present there as witnesses on my behaf in the presence of
Mo’ awiya.” Solaym ibn Qays said, “1 have heard a similar account from
Salman, Abu Tharr, al-Migdad and Osamah who have heard this from
God’s Prophet (S).
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6-9 Abu Ali Ahmad ibn Al-Hassan a-Qattan narrated that Abu Abdullah
Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Ibrahim ibn Abil Rajal® al-Baghdadi quoted on
the authority of Muhammad ibn Ubdoos al-Harrani, on the authority of
Abdul Ghaffar ibn al-Hakam, on the authority of Mansoor ibn Abil Aswad,
on the authority of a-Muttraf, on the authority of al-Sha’bi, on the authority
of his uncle Qays ibn Abdullah, “We were sitting around and Abdullah ibn
Mas ood was aso present. A Bedouin came and asked, ‘Which one of you
is Abdullah ibn Mas ood? Abdullah said, ‘I am Abdullah ibn Mas ood.’
The Bedouin asked, ‘Has your Prophet told you how many successors he
will have after him? He replied, ‘Yes. Twelve successors - as many as the
Israelite chiefs.’”

6-10 Abu Ali Ahmad ibn Abil Hassan ibn Ali ibn Abduwayh al-Qattan
narrated that Abu Yazid Muhammad ibn Yahya ibn Khalid ibn al-Marwazi
at Ray in the (Arabic) month of Rabi’ul Awwal in the year 230 A.H. (844
A.D.) quoted on the authority of Ishaqibn Yahyabin Khalid bin Yazid from
Y ahya bin Y ahya® Ibrahim al-Hanzalay known as Ishaq ibn Rahwayh in the
year 238 A.H. (844 A.D.), on the authority of Haytham, on the authority of
Mojalid, on the authority of al-Sha'bi, on the authority of Masrooq, “We
were sitting with Abdullah ibn Mas ood’ and would read the Quran with
him. A young fellow asked him asked, ‘Has your Prophet told you how man
successors he will have after him? He replied, ‘Y ou are young. No one had
asked me this question before. Yes. Our Prophet (S) has told us that there
will be twelve successors after him - as many as the Israelite chiefs.’”

6-11 Abul Qasim Attab ibn Muhammad al-Varamini a-Hafiz® narrated
that Yahyalbn Muhammad ibn Sa'd, on the authority of Ahmad ibn
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Abdurrahman ibn Al-Fadhl and Muhammad ibn Abdullah ibn Suwar, on
the authority Abdul Ghaffar ibn al-Hakam, on the authority of Mansoor ibn
Abil Aswad, on the authority of Muittraf, on the authority of al-Sha bi, on
the authority of Attab ibn Muhammad, on the authority of Ishag ibn
Muhammad al-Anmati, on the authority of Yusuf ibn Musa, on the authority
of Jareer, on the authority of Ash’'ath ibn Suwar, on the authority of al-
Sha'bi, on the authority of Attab ibn Muhammad, on the authority of Al-
Husayn ibn Muhammad a-Harrani®, on the authority of Aoub ibn
Muhammad al-Wazzan, on the authority of Sa'eed ibn Moslemeh, on the
authority of Ashas ibn Saw’war, on the authority of al-Shabi, on the
authority of his uncle Qas ibn Abd, (on the authority of Abul Qasim Attab
who said this was narrated by Muittraf), “We were sitting in the mosgue and
Abdullah ibn Mas ood was also present. A Bedouin came and asked, ‘Is
Abdullah ibn Mas ood among you? Abdullah said, ‘Yes. | am Abdullah ibn
Mas ood. What do you want? The Bedouin asked, ‘O Abdullah! Has your
Prophet informed you how many successors will vome after him? He
replied, 'Y ou have asked me what others have not asked me before since |
came here from Irag. Yes. There will be twelve successors - as many as the
Israelite chiefs.”” Abu Aroobah has narrated this statement as follows in his
version of thistradition, ‘Yes. They are as many asthe Israelite chiefs.” Abu
Aroobah has narrated as follows in the next tradition his version of this.

6-12 Ahmad ibn Al-Hassan a-Qattan narrated that Abu Bakr Ahmad ibn
Muhammad ibn Ubaydah al-Neishaboori quoted on the authority of Abul
Qasim Harun ibn Ishag, i.e. al-Hamdani, on the authority of his uncle
Ibrahim ibn Muhammad, on the authority of Ziyad ibn llaga and Abdul
Malik ibn Umayr, on the authority of Jabir ibn Samrah, “My father and |
were with the Prophet (S). | heard the Prophet (S) say, ‘ There will be twelve
Leaders after me.” Then the Prophet (S) lowered his voice. | asked my
father, ‘What did he (a.s.) say when he lowered his voice? My father said,
‘The Prophet (S) said, ‘ They are all from the Quraysh (tribe).””

6-13 Ahmad ibn Al-Hassan al-Qattan narrated that Abu Ali Muhammad
ibn Ali ibn Isma’il a-Marwazi in Ray quoted on the authority of Al-Fadhl
ibn Abdul Jabbar al-Marwazi, on the authority of Ali ibn Al-Husayn, i.e. ibn
Shagiq™®, on the authority of Al-Husayn ibn Vagid, on the authority of
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Semak ibn Harb, on the authority of Jabir ibn Samra, “1 went to the Prophet
(S) and heard him say, ‘This affair will not end until
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the twelve successors come.” Then he said something to my father

quietly. | asked my father: ‘What did he say? He said, ‘They are al from
the Quraysh (tribe).””

6-14 Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Ishag al-Qadhi narrated that Abu Ya'la
guoted on the authority of Ali ibn al-Ja'd, on the authority of Zohair, on the
authority of Ziyad ibn Khaythama, on the authority of Aswad ibn al-Sa’ eed
al-Hamadani that he had heard Jabir ibn Samrah say that he had heard God's
Prophet (S) say, “ There will be twelve successors after me. All of them will
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be from the Quraysh tribe.” When the Prophet (S) returned home, Jabir ibn
Samrah went to see him (a.s.)in private and asked, “What will happen after
them?’ The Prophet (S) replied, “Then there will be chaos.”

6-15 Abul Qasim Abdullah ibn Muhammad al-Sa’igh narrated that Abu
Abdullah Muhammad ibn Sa’ eed quoted on the authority of Al-Hassan ibn
Ali, on the authority of the Sheikh in Baghdad, on the authority of Yahya -
whose father’ s name | have forgotten, on the authority of Abdullah ibn Bakr
As-Sahmy, on the authority of Hatam ibn Abi Mugheera, on the authority of
(Abi) Bojayr, “A man called Abul Khold was my neighbor. | heard him
swear and say, ‘Indeed this nation will not terminate until twelve Caliphs -
all of whom act according to the right religion and guidance - appear
amongst them.””**

6-16 Abul Qasim Abdullah ibn Muhammad al-Sa’igh narrated that Abu
Abdullah Muhammad ibn Sa’eed quoted on the authority of Al-Hassan ibn
Ali, on the authority of al-Waleed ibn Muslim, on the authority of Safwan
ibn Amr, on the authority of Shorayh ibn Obayd, on the authority of Amr al-
Boka' ee, on the authority of Ka'b al-Ahbar, “ The Caliphs are twelve. When
their time ends and righteous people come, then God will extend their life as
God has promised to His nation.” Then he recited (the verse), ‘God has
promised, to those among you who believe and work righteous deeds, that
He will, of a surety, grant them in the land, inheritance (of power), as He
granted it to those before them...’*? He continued, “The Honorable the
Exalted God treated the Children of Israel the same way. It is not hard for
the Noble God to gather this nation in one day or half a day, ‘...Verily a
Day inthe s ght of thy Lord is like a thousand years of your reckonl ng.'
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(The author of the book said,) | have compiled the various forms of such
traditionsin AL-KHISAL.

6-17 (The author of the book narrated) my father - may God be pleased
with him - narrated that Sa'd ibn Abdullah ibn Abi Khalaf quoted on the
authority of Yagoob ibn Yazid, on the authority of Hammad ibn Isa, on the
authority of Abdullah ibn Moskan, on the authority of Aban ibn Taglib, on
the authority of Solaym ibn Qays al-Hilali, on the authority of Salman al-
Farsi - may God have Mercy upon him said, “I went to see the Prophet (S).
Al-Husayn was sitting on his lap. The Prophet (S) was kissing his eyes and
lips and said, ‘You are a Master, the son of a Master. You are an Imam, the
son of an Imam. You are a Proof, the son of a Proof. You are the father of
nine Proofs that come from your loin. The one from your ninth generation
will be the Riser.””

6-18 Hamza ibn Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Ja far ibn Muhammad ibn
Zayd ibn Ali ibn Al-Husayn ibn Ali ibn Abi Talib (a.s.) in the (Arabic)
month of Rajab of the year 339 A.H. (949 A.D.) in Qum narrated that
Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Sa’eed al-Kufi - a chief of the Hashemite tribe
on the authority of Al-Qasim ibn Muhammad ibn Hammad, on the authority
of Ghiyath ibn Ibrahim, on the authority of Husayn ibn Zayd ibn Ali, on the
authority of Ja'far ibn Muhammad, on the authority of his father (a.s.), on
the authority of hisforefathers (a.s.), on the authority of Ali (a.s.) that God's
Prophet (S) said, “Glad tidings! Glad tidings thrice! The similitude of my
nation is like that of rain which one does not know whether its beginning is
good or its end. The similitude of my nation is like that of a garden from
which one group eat for one year and others benefit from it the next year.
There may be some at the end with more power and more benefits. How can
a nation be destroyed which starts with me and twelve Prosperous Ones -
the Imams - and ends with the Messiah - Jesus (a.s.): the son of (the Blessed
Lady) Mary (a.s.)? However, the next generation after this chaos will be
destroyed. They do not belong to my nation and | am not one of them.”

6-19 (The author of the book narrated) my father - may God be pleased
with him - narrated that Sa'd ibn Abdullah quoted on the authority of
Muhammad ibn Al-Husayn Abil Khattab, on the authority of al-Hakam ibn
Meskin al-Thagafi, on the authority of Salih ibn Ogbah that Ja'far ibn
Muhammad (as-Sadiq) (a.s.) said, “When Abu Bakr died and Umar took
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over, he returned to the mosgque and sat down. A man came to him and
said, “O Commander of the Faithful! | am one of the Jews. | am one of their
scientists. | have several guestions to ask you. If you answer them | will
become a Muslim.” Umar said, “What are those questions?” He said,
“Three, three and one. If you are ready | will ask them, but if there is
someone more knowledgeable than you in your tribe direct me to him.”
Then Umar said, “Go to that young man - that is Ali ibn Abi Talib (a.s.).”
The man asked him (a.s.) his questions. Ali (a.s.) said, “Why did you say
three, three and one? Why didn’t you say seven?’ The Jew said, “ Since then
| would be ignorant. Should you not answer the first three, | will suffice and
not ask therest.” Ali (a.s.) said, “Will you become aMuslim if | answer the
first three questions?’ The man said, “Yes.” Then Ali (a.s.) said, “Ask.” He
said, “1 want to ask you about the first stone placed on the Earth, the first
spring gushed forth and the first tree grown.” Ali (as.) said, “O Jew! You
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say that the first stone place on the Earth is the one in the Holy House of
Bayt ul-Maqgdis. But you lie. It is the stone that Adam brought down to
Earth from Heaven.” He said, “You are right! By God, Aaron wrote this
down which was dictated to him by Moses (a.s.).” Ali (a.s.) said, “You say
that the first spring which gushed forth from the Earth was the one in the
Holy House of Bayt ul-Maqgdis. But you lie! It isthe Spring of Lifein which
Y ush’aibn Noon washed that fish. It is the same spring from which a-Khizr
drank. Whoever drinks from it will live forever.” The Jew said, “You are
right! By God, Aaron wrote this down which was dictated to him by Moses
(a.s.).” Ali (a.s.) added, “You say that the first tree grown on the Earth was
an olive tree. But you lie! That tree was al-Ajwa which Adam brought down
with him to the Earth from Heaven.” He said, “You are right! By God,
Aaron wrote this down which was dictated to him by Moses (a.s.).” The Jew
said, “And now for the second three. How many Divine Leaders does this
nation have to guide them who will not lose anything if all the people stop
following them?’ Ali (a.s.) said, “Twelve Divine Leaders!” The Jew said,
“You are right! By God, Aaron wrote this down which was dictated to him
by Moses (as.).” The Jew asked, “Where does your Prophet reside in
Paradise?’ Ali (a.s.) said, “In the highmost place and the noblest location in
the Eternal Paradise.” The Jew said, “You are right! By God, Aaron wrote
this down which was dictated to him by Moses (a.s.).” The Jew asked,
“Who are the people who live with him in the same house?” Ali (a.s.) said,
“The twelve Divine Leaders.” The Jew said, “You are right! By God, Aaron
wrote
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this down which was dictated to him by Moses (a.s.).” Then the Jew said,
“And now for the seventh question. For how many years will his successor
live after him?” Ali (a.s.) said, “For thirty years.” The Jew asked, “What
will happen next? Will he die or will he get killed?” Ali (a.s.) said, “He will
be killed. He will be struck on the crown of his head with a sword and his
beard will be covered with blood.” The Jew said, “You are right! By God,
Aaron wrote this down which was dictated to him by Moses (a.s.).”

(The author of this book (a.s.heikh Sadooq) said,) There are other sources
for this tradition which | have presented in the book KAMAL AD-DIN WA
TAMAM AN-NE'MAH Fl ITHBAT AL-GHAYBA WA KASHF AL-
HAYRA.

6-20 Ahmad ibn Al-Hassan al-Qattan narrated that Ahmad ibn Y ahya al-
Zakariya al-Qattan quoted on the authority of Bakr ibn Abdullah ibn Habib,
on the authority of Tamim ibn Bohlool, “I asked Abdullah ibn Abil Hozayl
about Divine Leadership - who deserves it and what its signs are.” He said,
“It isthe reason for this. He is the Proof for the believers (after the Prophet
(9)). He is the manager of the affairs of the Muslims, the spokesman of the
Quran, and the knowledgeable one of its rulings. He is the brother of God's
Prophet. He is his Successor over his nation, and his Trustee over them and
their Master whose position relative to him is the same as that of Aaron’s
position relative to Moses (as.). It is obligatory to obey him as the
Honorable the Exalted God said,’ O ye who believe! Obey God, and obey
the Apostle, and those charged with authority among you...”**

He is the same one who is described by the Honorable the Exalted as,
“Your (real) friends are (no less than) God, His Apostle, and the (fellowship
of) believers- those who establish regular prayers and regular charity, and
they bow down humbly (in worship).’*

He is the same one to whose Mastery the people were invited to which
was established for him firmly on the Day of Ghadir Khom by what God's
Prophet (S) said on the authority of the Honorable the Exalted God, “Is it
not that my Mastery over you is more than that of your own mastery over
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yourselves?” And the people answered, “Yes.” Then the Prophet (S) said,
“Whoever | am the Master of, Ali isthe Master of. O my God! Please be the
friend of his friends and be the enemy of his enemies. Assist whoever
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assists him, and abandon whoever abandons him. Help whoever helps

him. Heis Ali ibn Abi Talib (a.s.). He is the Commander of the Faithful, the

Divine Leader of the pious ones, the Leader of those with white-foreheads'®,

the Noblest of the Trustees, and the best of the people after God’s Prophet
(S).

After him come Al-Hassan ibn Ali (a.s.) and Al-Husayn (as.) - the
grandsons of God's Prophet (S), the sons of the best of all women. Then
there is Ali ibn Al-Husayn (as.), then Muhammad ibn Ali (as.), Ali ibn
Muhammad (a.s.), Al-Hassan ibn Ali (a.s.), Muhammad ibn Al-Hassan (a.s.)
successively up to now. They are the Prophet’s progeny known by their
Trusteeship and Divine Leadership. There is no time or era in which the
Earth is left without one of them. They are the Reliable Grip, Leaders
towards guidance, Proofs for the people of the Earth until God inherits the
Earth with whatever is in it. Anyone who opposes them (the Imams) is
deviant, misleading, and a deserter of the right and the guidance. They (the
Imams) are the interpreters of the Quran and the spokespersons of the
Prophet (S) with directness. Whoever dies before he recognizes them is
regarded as one who has died in the Age of Ignorance. The features of their
religion include piety, chastity, honesty, goodness, diligence, returning what

NN,
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we are entrusted with whether it belongs to the pious or the wicked,
extended prostration (to God), night worship, avoidance of the forbidden
acts, expectation of the Relief by means of patience, good companionship,
and being good neighborliness.

Then Tamim ibn Bohlool said, “Abu Mo’ awiya aso narrated this same
tradition about Divine Leadership for me on the authority of a-A’mesh, on
the authority of Ja'far ibn Muhammad (a.s.).”

6-21 (The author of the book narrated) my father - may God be pleased
with him - narrated that Ali ibn Ibrahim ibn Hashem quoted on the authority
of his father, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Isa ibn Obayd and
Muhammad ibn Al-Husayn ibn Abil Khattab al-Zay’yat, on the authority of
Muhammad ibn al-Fozayl al-Seyrafi, on the authority of Abi Hamza al-
Somali that Abi Ja'far (a.s.) said, “Indeed the Honorable the Exalted God
appointed Muhammad to the Prophethood over genies and men. He
established twelve Trustees after him some of whom lived before, and some
who are yet to come. There is a certain tradition for each and everyone of
the Trustees. The Trustees after Muhammad (a.s.)
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acted upon the same tradition on which the twelve Trustees of Jesus
(as.)'’ did. The Commander of the Faithful (a.s.) acted upon the same
tradition as the Messiah (a.s.) did.”

6-22 Ja far ibn Muhammad ibn Masroor - may God be pleased with him
- narrated that Al-Husayn ibn Muhammad ibn Aamir quoted on the
authority of Al-Mo'alla ibn Muhammad al-Basri, on the authority of Al-
Hassan ibn Ali Al-Washsha', on the authority of Aban ibn Uthman, on the
authority of Zurara ibn A’yun that he had heard Aba Ja far say, “We are
twelve Divine Leaders including Al-Hassan (a.s.), Al-Husayn (as.), and
then the rest of the Divine Leaders are from the descendants of Al-Husayn
(as).”

6-23 Muhammad ibn Ali Majiluwayh - may God be pleased with him -
narrated that Muhammad ibn Yahya al-Attar quoted on the authority of
Muhammad ibn Al-Hassan al-Saffar, on the authority of Abi Talib Abdullah
ibn as-Salt a-Qumi, on the authority of Uthman ibn Isa, on the authority of
Samaa ibn Mehran, “Abu Basir, Muhammad ibn Imran - Abi Jafar's
defender - and | were at Imran’s house. Muhammad ibn Imran says, “1 heard
Aba Abdullah (as.) say, ‘We are twelve ‘Muhaddath.”’*® Then Abu Basir
asked him, ‘Did you really hear this from Abi Abdullah (a.s.) yourself? He
made him swear a few times and then said, ‘I heard this from Abi Ja far
(as.).”

6-24 Muhammad ibn Ali Majiluwayh - may God be pleased with him -
narrated that Muhammad ibn Y agoob a-Kolayni quoted on the authority of
Abu Ali al-Ash’ari, on the authority of Al-Husayn ibn Ubaydillah, on the
authority of Al-Hassan ibn Musa al-Khashshab, on the authority of Ali ibn
Sama a, on the authority of Ali ibn Al-Hassan ibn Rebat, on the authority of
his father, on the authority of ibn Ozaynat, on the authority of Zurara ibn
A’ayn, “I heard Aba Ja far (a.s.) say, ‘We are twelve Divine Leaders from
the Household of Muhammad after God's Prophet (S). We are al
‘Muhaddath and Ali ibn Abi Talib (a.s.) isone of us.””

6-25 Ahmad ibn Ziyad ibn Ja'far al-Hamadani - may God be pleased
with him - narrated that Ali ibn Ibrahim ibn Hashem quoted on the authority
of his father, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Abi Omayr, on the
authority of Ghiyath ibn Ibrahim, on the authority of As-Sadiq Ja'far ibn
Muhammad (a.s.), on the authority of his father Muhammad ibn Ali (as.),
on the authority of hisfather Ali ibn Al-Husayn (a.s.), on the authority of
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his father Al-Husayn ibn Ali (a.s.) that the Commander of the Faithful
(as.) was questioned about the meaning of what God’s Prophet (S) said, “I
will leave behind two heavy things with you: God’'s Book and my ‘ltra™.”
He (a.s.) was asked, “What does“my ‘Itra” mean?’ He (a.s.) replied, “Itisl,
Al-Hassan, Al-Husayn and the other nine Divine Leaders from the
descendants of Al-Husayn. The ninth of them is their Al-Mahdi (Divinely
Guided One) who is their Riser. They will not separate themselves from
God’'s Book and God's Book will not separate from them until they meet
God’s Prophet (S) at his Pool.”

6-26 Ali ibn Al-Fadhl al-Baghdadi narrated that he had heard that Abu
Umar - the friend of Abil Abbas Tha'lab was asked the following question
regarding the meaning ‘I will leave two heavy things with you' that the
Prophet (S) said. He was asked, ‘Why are these two things called heavy
things? Hereplied, ‘ Since they are very hard to adhere to.’

6-27 Muhammad ibn Ibrahim ibn Ishaq a-Taligani narrated that
Muhammad ibn Hammam quoted on the authority of Ahmad ibn Bondar, on
the authority of Muhammad ibn Abi Umayr, on the authority of Ahmad ibn
Hilal, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Abi Umayr, on the authority of al-

Mufadhdhall ibn Umar, on the authority of As-Sadiq Ja'far ibn Muhammad
(as.), on the authority of his father (as.), on the authority of his forefathers
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(as.), on the authority of the Commander of the Faithful (a.s.) that God's
Prophet (S) said, “When | was taken for the Ascension to the heavens, my
Lord - the Exalted the Magnificent - revealed this to me by saying, “O
Muhammad! | looked upon the Earth and chose you - a Look! | chose you
from among them. Then | appointed you as the Prophet. | derived a name
from My Name. | an Mahmood (praised one) and you are Muhammad®.
Then | looked a second time and chose Ali from among them and
established him as your Trustee, Successor, the spouse of your daughter, the
father of your progeny. | derived for him a name from my Names. | am Ali
the Highest, and he is Ali. | established Fatima, Al-Hassan and Al-Husayn
from your light. Then | offered (the acceptance of) their Mastery to the
angels. Whoever accepted it is from those Nearest to God. O Muhammad! If
anyone worships Me to the extent that he cuts himself off from everything,
and only his bones remain and becomes like an old leather-skin but dies
while denying their Mastery, | will not place him in My Paradise, and | will
not cover him under My Throne. O Muhammad! Do you like to see
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them?’ Then | said, “Yes, my Lord!” Then the Honorable the Exalted
God said, “Raise your head.” Then | raised my head and encountered the
rays of light from Ali, Fatima, Al-Hassan, Al-Husayn, Ali ibn Al-Husayn,
Muhammad ibn Ali, Ja far ibn Muhammad, Musaibn Ja far, Ali ibn Musa,
Muhammad ibn Ali, Ali ibn Muhammad, Al-Hassan ibn Ali, and al-Hujja
ibn Al-Hassan - the Riser in their midst shining like a shining star. | said, “O
Lord! Who are they?’” God said, “ They are the Divine Leaders, and this one
is the Riser who will make legitimate what | have allowed, and will forbid
what | have forbidden. | will take revenge against My enemies by him. Heis
the Comfort for My friends. He is the one who will pacify the hearts of your
followers from the oppressors, the refuters and the atheists. He will take Lat
and 'Uzza™ fresh out of the ground and burn them. Indeed the sedition
which these two brought for the people is more than the sedition of the
calf*, and the Samiri.”

6-28 Ali ibn Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Imran ad-Daggaq - may God be
pleased with him - narrated that Muhammad ibn Abi Abdillah al-Kufi
guoted on the authority of Musa ibn Imran an-Nakha' ee, on the authority of
his uncle Al-Husayn ibn Yazid al-Nowfali, on the authority of Al-Hassan
ibn Ali ibn Abi Hamza, on the authority of his father, on the authority of
Y ahya ibn Abil Qasim, on the authority of As-Sadiq Ja far ibn Muhammad
(as.), on the authority of hisfather (a.s.), on the authority of his grandfather
(as.), on the authority of Ali (a.s.) that God's Prophet (S) said, “There are
twelve Divine Leaders after me. The first one of them is Ali ibn Abi Talib
(a.s.) and the last one of them is the Riser. They are my Successors, my
Trustees, my Masters, and God's Proofs for my nation after me. Whoever
bears witness to them is a believer, and whoever denies them is an atheist.”

6-29 Abul Hassan Ali ibn Thabit al-Dawalini - may God be pleased with
him - in Medinat Al-Salam narrated in the year 352 A.H. (962 A.D.) that
Muhammad ibn Ali ibn Abdul Samad al-Kufi quoted on the authority of Ali
ibn Aasim, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Ali ibn Musa (a.s.), on the
authority of his father Ali ibn Musa (ar-Ridha’) (a.s.), on the authority of his
father Musa ibn Ja'far (Imam Kazim) (a.s.), on the authority of his father
Jafar ibn Muhammad (as-Sadig) (a.s.), on the authority of his father
Muhammad ibn Ali (a.s.), on the authority of Ali ibn Al-Husayn (a.s.), on
the authority of hisfather Al-Husayn ibn Ali ibn Abi Talib (a.s.), “I went to
see God' s Prophet (S) and Ubay ibn Ka b was with him (a.s.). God's
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Prophet (S) told me, “O Aba Abdullah! O the adornment of the heavens™
and the Earths®™! Welcome.”

Ubay asked him (a.s.), “ O Prophet of God! How could anyone but you be
the adornment of the heavens and the Earths?’

The Prophet (S) said, “O Ubay! | swear by Him who rightfully appointed
me as the Prophet that Al-Husayn ibn Ali is greater in the heavens than heis
on the Earth. In fact, the following is written on about him on the right side
of the Throne of the Honorabl e the Exalted God, “He (Al-Husayn ibn Ali) is
the Lantern of Guidance and the Ship of Salvation. He is the Divine Leader
of steadfastness, honor, pride, (a.s.ource of) knowledge and treasures. And
the Honorable the Exalted God has placed a pure, blessed and pious sperm
in his loin. He has been taught supplications. The Honorable the Exalted
God will reunite with him whoever recites these supplications. He will
intercede on their behalf in the Hereafter. And God will eliminate his
sorrows, pay back his debts, ease his affairs, clarify his path, empower him
over his enemies and not make known his faults all due to him (that is Imam
As-Sgjjad (as.).”

Then Ubay ibn Ka'b asked him, “O Messenger of God! What are these
supplications?’ He (a.s.) said, “When you finish your prayers sit down and
say, ‘O my Lord! | implore Thee by your Words, the Seats of your Throne,
the Rudder of your Heavens, your Prophets and Messengers to fulfill my
prayers since | have encountered difficulties in my affairs. Thus | ask Thee
to send blessings upon Muhammad (a.s.) and the Household of Muhammad,
and establish convenience in my affairs for me.” Then the Honorable the
Exalted God will make your affairs easy for you, expand your breast®®, and

dictate to you the expression of | bear witness that there is no god but God
when you die.”
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Ubay asked, “O Messenger of God! What is this sperm that He has
placed in the loin of my beloved Al-Husayn?”

He (as.) replied, “ The similitude of this sperm islike that of the moon. It
is the sperm of boys and girls. Whoever follows him will attain growth and
whoever deviates from him will be lost.” He asked, “And what is his name,
and what is his supplication?” The Prophet (S) said, “His name is Ali, and
his supplication is, ‘O the Eternal, the Everlasting! O the Living the
Everbeing! O the Remover of sorrows! O the Appointer of the Messengers!
O the Honest in Promises!’”
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The Honorable the Exated God will reunite anyone with Ali ibn Al-
Husayn (on the Resurrection Day) who supplicates using this supplication.
He will lead him to Paradise.

Then Ubay asked, “O Messenger of God! Will there be any Successors
and Trustees for him?’ The Prophet (S) said, “Yes. To him belongs the
inheritance of the heavens and the Earth.” He asked, “O Messenger of God!
What does the inheritance of the heavens and the Earth mean?” The Prophet
(S) said, “It means judging rightfully, issuing decrees according to the
religion, interpreting the decrees and expressing what will come in the
future.”
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He asked, “And what is his name?’ The Prophet (S) replied, “His name
will be Muhammad. He will be the companion of the angels in the heavens.
In his supplications he will say, “O my Lord! If Thee are pleased with me
and like me, then please forgive me and those of my brethren who follow
me, and purify what isin my loin.”

Then the Honorable the Exalted God will place a pure, blessed and pious
sperm in his loin. Gabriel (a.s.) informed me that the Honorable the Exalted
God purifies this sperm and calls him Ja'far Himself, and He establishes
him as a Divinely Guided guide, well pleased, and well-pleasing. He will
pray to his Lord by saying the following in his supplications, “O the Near
One who do not neglect, O the Most Beneficent the Most Merciful! Please
grant my followers armour against the Fire. Be pleased with them. Forgive
their sins, and ease their affairs. Pay back their debts. Cover up their faults.
Forgive their mgjor sins that are between you and them. O the One who has
no fear of the oppression of the oppressors! O the One who does not become
sleepy or fall asleep. Please establish arelief from all sorrows for me.” The
Sublime God will reunite anyone with Ja far ibn Muhammad with a bright
face towards Paradise (on the Resurrection Day) who supplicates using this
supplication.

O Ubay! Indeed the Honorable the Exalted God has placed a pure,
blessed and pious sperm in his loin. He Himself has descended His Mercy
unto him and called him Musa. Then Ubay asked, “O Messenger of God! It
seems as if they are similar to each other. They are from one generation.
They inherit from each other. Some of them describe some others.
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The Prophet (S) said, “ Gabriel described them for me on the authority of
the Lord of the Two Worlds - the Exalted the Magnificent.”

Then Ubay asked, “Does Musa have supplications that are different from
those of hisforefathers?’” The Prophet (S) said, “Yes. He says the following
in his supplications: ‘O the Creator of the creatures! O the expander of the
sustenance! O the splitter of the seeds who makes them grow! O the Creator
of the living! O the One who gives life to the dead!: Who takes away life
from the living! O the Constant and the Well-Established! O the One who
makes the plants sprout! Treat me as Y ou please!’”

The Sublime God will fulfill the needs of and reunite anyone with Musa
ibn Ja'far on the Resurrection Day who supplicates using this supplication
by Ali ibn Al-Husayn.

And the Honorable the Exalted God Himself has placed a pure, blessed,
pious and well-pleasing sperm in his loin, and called him Ali. He is well-
pleasing to God among the creatures regarding his knowledge and wisdom.
God establishes him as a Proof for his followers on the Resurrection Day so
that they can argue based on him on the Resurrection Day. He has
supplications in which he says, “O my Lord! Grant me guidance, and
establish me firm on that. Resurrect me with it while | am safe and secure as
someone who has no fears. Y ou foster piety and forgiveness.”

And the Honorabl e the Exalted God has placed a pure, blessed, pious and
well-pleasing sperm in hisloin. He Himself has called him Muhammad ibn
Ali Himself. He will intercede on behalf of his followers. He inherits the
knowledge of his grandfather. He possesses clear signs and proofs which
become apparent. When he is born he will say, There is no god but God, and
Muhammad (a.s.) is God’'s Messenger. In his supplications, he will say, “O
the One with no one like unto Him! You are God. There is no god but Y ou.
There is no creator but You. You make the creatures perish, but remain
yourself. You forgive those who disobey you, and your pleasure lies in
forgiveness.”

Muhammad ibn Ali will intercede on the Resurrection Day on behalf of
whoever supplicates using this supplication by Ali ibn Al-Husayn. And the
Sublime God has placed a sperm -neither oppressive nor disobedient, but
pious, blessed, pure, and clean- in hisloin. He Himself has called
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him Ali ibn Muhammad. He has equipped him with calmness and
dignity. He has granted him knowledge and the hidden secrets. Whoever
visits him while covering up something in his heart (mind), he will inform
him of that, and will admonish him against his enemies and will say the
following in his supplications, “ O the Light! O the Proof! O the Luminous!
O the Lucid! O Lord! Please guard me against the wickedness of the devils,
the seditions of the ages. | ask Thee for salvation on the Day on which the
Trumpet is blown.”

Ali ibn Muhammad will intercede (on the Resurrection Day) on behalf of
whoever supplicates using this supplication and lead him into Paradise. And
the Blessed the Sublime God Himself has placed a sperm in his loin whom
He called Al-Hassan.

Then He established him as light in the towns, His Successor on the
Earth, as a source of honor for his grandfather, as a guide for his followers,
and as one to intercede on their behalf near his Lord, as a revenger of His
enemies, and as a Proof for those who are his friends and those who adhere
to him as their Divine Leader. In his supplications he said,

“O the Noble One - noble in your nobility! How noble is one who is
noble in his nobility! O the Noble One! Grant me nobility by your
Nobleness. And acknowledge me by your assistance. Keep away from me
the temptations of Satan and fend things off from me using your own
fending. And protect me by your protection. And establish me as one of
your best creatures. O the One and Only! O the Single and the Eternal.”

The Honorable the Exalted God will reunite with him (al-Hasan)
whoever supplicates using this supplication and save him from the Fire even
if the Fire has become incumbent upon him.?" Indeed the Blessed the
Sublime God has placed a pure, blessed and pious sperm - pure and
purifying in Al-Hassan’s loin. Any believer from whom the Sublime God
has taken a pledge of his Mastery will be pleased with him, and all those
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who refute him will become atheists. He is a pious, pure, righteous,
approved, guiding and Divinely Guided Divine Leader. And he rules justly,
and orders to rule that way. He acknowledges the Sublime God, and the
Sublime God acknowledges him in His words. He will rise from Tihama (in
the Arabia) when signs and proofs have appeared. He possesses treasures
that are not of silver and gold, but are of very beautiful
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and strong horses and remarkable men marked with faith and worship.
The Sublime God will gather together as many people as there were in the
(Battle of) Badr - that is three hundred and thirteen men - around him from
the farthest towns. There is a sealed Tablet with him in which the number of
his companions, their names, their family names, their towns, their
characterigtics, their looks and their nicknames are recorded. They are all
fighters striving in his obedience.

And Ubay asked him, “O Prophet of God! And what are his proofs and
his signs?”’

The Prophet (S) said, “He has a flag which opens up by itself when the
time comes for him to rise. Thisisinherent in its nature. The Sublime God
will empower it to talk, and theflag will say, “O Friend of God! Rise and
kill the enemies of God.” These two™ are two signs and proofs for him. And
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he has a sword that is placed in its sheath. And when the time comes for him
to rise, this sword is drawn out of its sheath by itself. The Sublime God will
empower it to talk, and the sword will say, “O Friend of God! Rise. It is ho
longer allowed for you to be indifferent to the enemies of God.”

Then he will rise and kill the enemies of God wherever he finds them. He
will establish the bounds set up by God, and rule according to the Decrees
of God. He will rise with Gabriel on his right side and Michael on his left
side. You will seewhat | told you happen, even though it may be after some
time. And | entrust my affairs to the Sublime, the Honorable the Exalted
God.

O Ubay! Prosperous be the one who meets him. Prosperous be the one
who loves him. Prosperous be the one who believes in him. God will save
them from destruction due to him, and due to confessing to God, His
Messenger and all the Divine Leaders. God will open up Paradise for them.
Their similitude on the Earth is like that of musk which always smells good
and never changes. And their similitude in the heavens is like that of the
bright moon whose illumination never ceases.

Ubay asked, “O Prophet of God! How were the details about these
Divine Leaders expressed to you by the Honorable the Exalted God?’ The
Prophet (S) said, “Indeed the Honorable the Exalted God sent down twelve
Tablets to me on each of which the names of each of the Divine Leadersis
sealed. The descriptions of each of them isin the appropriate Tablet.”

0. B

v.g_,\.:“b mbw\ 30 e Wng2 Bl 4 M 22 m)’uj 4.:\.0/\5 3% J.:a\
Lg 2 0 QU sl 3 0id (D8 RS sASag ﬁaw} 2ials sl
ot S a8 amgt S35 Ol 13 2le 410 el Jolg b Budies 2y
5 o Uyl asf 86 i gy “~\:pﬁ\uxscéu:dﬂaﬂ£§‘igz
LT szt Jad 3U3 AER gt B35 Ol 6 Jeid G 5 oldle
£A0 o el 2 4k O 8 4456 o ey L g ummamJJ;f”am
duhyah/‘,c&\é&léggcﬁ\w¢>‘:”G@Q;Vp-d“ﬁﬁﬂﬂﬁ@
2ol e 333 305 28T 0 L 08T O ol 38 (S ik Zé 2
NS PN

G A fems o 06 240 by il 2a) bs cwu«ddy@ !
S 5 g s i D s an c&j dtrs Dy AL I
NRESUISE T TGN UEN BRI PR i R P S AP SV JGERC

s )y il
&\Q Ju?j;/” AU VI NN RIS NS R SN E
A L?Wj A.C\J-LSLC‘CLA\ Jf(,_w\ Cw "J,;"A./G ;;.:5\:51/3« /‘?TZE.-’;:G

85



www.alhassanain.org/Zenglish

6-30 Ali ibn Abdullah al-Warraq al-Razi - may God be pleased with him
- narrated that Sa’d ibn Abdullah quoted on the authority of al-Haytham ibn
Abi Masroog an-Nahdi, on the authority of Al-Husayn ibn Ulwan, on the
authority of Amr ibn Khalid, on the authority of Sa’'d ibn Tarif, on the
authority of al-Asbagh ibn Nobata that Abdullah ibn Abbas narrated that he
had heard God's Prophet (S) say, “Ali, Al-Hassan, Al-Husayn, nine of the
progeny of Al-Husayn and | are the Pure, the Immaculate.”

6-31 Ahmad ibn Al-Hassan al-Qattan narrated that Ahmad ibn Y ahyabin
Zakariya al-Qattan quoted on the authority of Bakr ibn Abdullah ibn Habib,
on the authority of Al-Fadhl ibn al-Sagr al-Abdi, on the authority of Abu
Mo’ awiya, on the authority of al-A’amesh, on the authority of Abaya ibn
Reb’ ee, on the authority of Abdullah ibn Abbas that God’ s Prophet (S) said,
“1 am the Master of the Prophets, and Ali ibn Abi Talib (a.s.) is the Master
of the Trustees. The Trustees after me are twelve, the first of whom is Ali
ibn Abi Talib (a.s.) and their last one is the Riser.”

6-32 Ahmad ibn Ziyad ibn Ja'far al-Hamadani - may God be pleased
with him - narrated that Muhammad ibn Ma aqil al-Qirmaysini quoted on
the authority of Muhammad ibn Abdullah al-Basri, on the authority of
Ibrahim ibn Mihzam, on the authority of his father, on the authority of Abi
Abdullah (a.s.), on the authority of his forefathers (a.s.), on the authority of
Ali (a.s) that God's Prophet (S) said, “God granted twelve members of my
Holy Household my understanding, knowledge and wisdom, and has created
them from my nature. Woe be to those who deny them after me, and refute
their ties of kinship with me. What is wrong with them? May God not make
them benefit from my intercession.”

6-33 Muhammad ibn Ibrahim ibn Ishag al-Taligani - may God be pleased
with him - narrated that Muhammad ibn Hamam Abu Ali quoted on the
authority of Abdullah ibn Ja far al-Hemyari, quoted on the authority of Al-
Hassan ibn Musa al-Khashshab, on the authority of Abil Muthanna an-
Nakha ee, on the authority of Zayd ibn Ali ibn Al-Husayn, on the authority
of hisfather Ali ibn Al-Husayn (a.s.), on the authority of hisfather (a.s.) that
God's Prophet (S) said, “How can a nation that begins with me, Ali and
eleven of my progeny who are all men of Understanding and ends with the
Messiah - the son of (the Blessed Lady) Mary (a.s.) - perish? However, in
the meantime anyone who does not belong to my nation, and | am not
associated with will perish.”
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6-34 Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Yahya al-Attar (a.s.) narrated that his
father quoted on the authority of Muhammad ibn Abdul Jabbar, on the
authority of Abi Ahmad Muhammad ibn Ziyad al-Azedi, on the authority of
Aban ibn Uthman, on the authority of Abi Ahmad Muhammad ibn Ziyad al-
Azedi, on the authority of Aban ibn Uthman, on the authority of Thabit ibn
Dinar, on the authority of the Master of the Worshippers Ali ibn Al-Husayn
(as.), on the authority of the Master of the Martyrs Al-Husayn ibn Ali, on
the authority of the Master of the Trustees the Commander of the Faithful
Ali ibn Abi Talib (as.) that God's Prophet (S) told him, “There are twelve
Divine Leaders after me. O Ali! You are the first one. Their last one is the
Riser with whose hands God - whose mentioning is Blessed and High - will
conquer the East and the West of the Earth”
6-35 My father and Muhammad ibn Al-Hassan ibn Ahmad ibn al-Waleed
- may God be pleased with them - narrated that Sa' d ibn Abdullah, Abdullah
ibn Ja far al-Hemyari, Muhammad ibn Y ahya al-Attar and Ahmad ibn Idris
- may God be pleased with them - quoted on the authority of Ahmad ibn Abi
Abdillah al-Bargi, on the authority of Abi Hashem Dawood ibn Al-Qasim
al-Ja'fari, on the authority of Abi Ja'far Muhammad ibn Ali Al-Bagir (a.s.),
“One day the Commander of the Faithful (a.s.) was with Al-Hassan ibn Ali
(a.s.) and Saman a-Farsi - may God be pleased with him. The Commander
of the Faithful (a.s.) was leaning on Salman’s hand. They entered the ‘Al-
Haram Mosgue (the Kaaba). A good-looking well-dressed man came up to
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them and greeted the Commander of the Faithful (a.s.). Then the Imam (a.s.)
greeted him back. The man sat down and said, “O Commander of the
Faithful! 1 will ask you about three things. If you give me the right answers
then | will know that your tribe has something done to you for which they
will neither be safe in this world, nor will they be secure in the Hereafter.
But if not, | will know that you and the rest are the same.”

Then the Commander of the Faithful (a.s.) told him, “Ask me whatever
you wish.” He asked, “Inform me about where a man’'s soul goes when he
goes to sleep, how a man remembers and forgets, and how one’s child looks
like his uncles or aunts.”

Then the Commander of the Faithful (a.s.) turned to Aba Muhammad Al-
Hassan ibn Ali (as) and said, “O Aba Muhammad! Answer him.”
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Then Al-Hassan (as.) said, “Regarding your question about where a

man’s soul goes when he deeps, the soul is associated with the wind, and
the wind is associated with the air as long as the owner of the soul does not
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move. If the Sublime God permits that the soul be returned to its owner, the
soul will attract the wind and pull it towards itself. And the wind will attract
the air. Thus the soul will return and reside in the body of its owner.
However, if the Honorable the Exalted God does not permit that the soul be
returned to its owner, then the air will absorb the wind, and the wind will
absorb the soul. Then the soul will not return to its owner until the
Resurrection time.

And regarding what you asked about remembering and forgetting, there
is a cavity in a man's heart over which there is a plate. When a man
perfectly expresses that “Blessings be Upon Muhammad and the Household
of Muhammad”, this plate will be removed from that cavity. Then the heart
will be illuminated and man will remember what he had forgotten.
However, if he does not express that ‘Blessings be Upon Muhammad and
the Household of Muhammad’, or imperfectly expresses the blessings upon
them, this plate will totally cover that cavity. Then the heart will be in
darkness and man will forget what he had remembered.

And regarding what you asked about a baby that |ooks like his aunts or
uncles | should say that when a man goes to his wife and has intercourse
with her with acalm heart, tranquil hereditary disposition, and an unagitated
body, the sperm will enter the uterus and a child who will look like his
parents will be formed. However, if he goes to her with a heart that is not
calm, a hereditary disposition that is not tranquil and an agitated body, then
the sperm will be agitated. When the sperm gets agitated, it will land on
some of the other family lines which may be related to his lineage from his
aunts or uncles. Then once the sperm falls off on one of the other family
lines from the lineage of his uncles, the child will look like one of his
uncles. But if the sperm falls on one of the other family lines from the
lineage of his aunts, the child will look like one of his aunts.

Then the man said, “I bear witness that there is no god but God. |
believed in this before. And | bear witness that Muhammad is God's
Messenger. | believed in this before.
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And | bear witness that you are the Trustee of His Messenger, and you
are the Riser to His Proof.” (He was pointing to the Commander of the
Faithful when he said this.) | believed in this before.

And | bear witness that you are his Trustee and the Riser to His Proof
after him. He was pointing to Al-Hassan when he said this.

And | bear witness that Al-Husayn ibn Ali is the Trustee of your father
and the Riser to His Proof after you.

And | bear witness that Ali ibn Al-Husayn is in charge of the affairs of
Al-Husayn after him.

And | bear witness that Muhammad ibn Ali isin charge of the affairs of
Ali ibn Al-Husayn after him.

And | bear witness that Ja far ibn Muhammad is in charge of the affairs
of Muhammad ibn Ali after him.

And | bear witness that Musa ibn Jafar is in charge of the affairs of
Ja far ibon Muhammad after him.

And | bear witness that Ali ibn Musa isin charge of the affairs of Musa
ibn Ja far after him.

And | bear witness that Muhammad ibn Ali is in charge of the affairs of
Ali ibn Musa after him.

And | bear witness that Ali ibn Muhammad is in charge of the affairs of
Muhammad ibn Ali, and | bear witness that Al-Hassan ibn Ali is in charge
of the affairs of Ali ibn Muhammad.

And | bear witness that a man from the offspring of Al-Hassan ibn Ali
whose name and nickname we are not permitted to mention until he Rises
will be in charge of the affairs of Al-Hassan ibn Ali. When he rises, he will
fill the Earth with justice while it has been filled with oppression. O
Commander of the Faithful! Peace, God's Mercy and His Blessings be upon
you.” Then he stood up and |eft.

Then the Commander of the Faithful (a.s.) said, “O Aba Muhammad!
Follow him and see where he wants to go.” Then Al-Hassan (a.s.) went after
him. Al-Hassan (a.s.) said, “As soon as he left the mosque, | did not see
him. It was as if the Honorable the Exalted God had removed him from the
Earth! | returned to the Commander of the Faithful (a.s.) and informed him
about that.”
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He (a.s.) asked, “O Aba Muhammad! Did you recognize him?’

| said, “O Commander of the Faithful! The Sublime God, His Messenger
and the Commander of the Faithful know best.” The Commander of the
Faithful (a.s.) said, “He was a-Khidhr (a.s.).”

6-36 Ahmad ibn Ziyad ibn Ja'far al-Hamadani - may God be pleased
with him - narrated that Ali ibn Ibrahim ibn Hashem quoted on the authority
of his father, on the authority of Abdul Salam ibn Salih a-Harawi*®, on the
authority of Wakee', on the authority of Ar-Rabee’ ibn Sad, on the
authority of Abdurrahman ibn Saleet that Al-Husayn ibn Ali ibn Abi Talib
(as.) said, “There are twelve Mahdi’s (Divinely Guided Ones) among us.
The first one is the Commander of the Faithful Ali ibn Abi Talib (a.s.). The
last one is my ninth descendant who is the Riser for the Right. The Sublime
God will revive the Earth by him after it perishes, and will make the Right
Religion victorious over all religions by him, even though the atheists may
not like this. There will be a period of absence for him during which some
people will turn away from him while others remain steadfast in the religion
and suffer. They will be told, “When is the promise fulfilled if you speak the
truth?” Whoever perseveres and withstands the bothering and the denial of
the people during his absence, it is as if he has fought in a holy war along
with God's Prophet (S).

6-37 Muhammad ibn Ibrahim ibn Ishaqg al-Taligani - may God be pleased
with him - narrated that Ahmad ibn Muhammad al-Hamadani quoted on the
authority of Abu Abdullah a-Asemi, on the authority of Al-Husayn ibn
Qasim ibn Ayyoub, on the authority of Al-Hassan ibn Muhammad ibn
Sama'a, on the authority of Thabit As-Sab’bag that he had heard Abi
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Abdullah (a.s.) say, “There are twelve Mahdi’s among us. Six of them have
left, and six remain. God will do as He pleases with the sixth one.”

(as.heth Sadooq said,) | have compiled such traditions in the book
KAMAL AD-DIN WA TAMAM AN-NE'MAH Fl ITHBAT AL-
GHAYBAT WA KASHF IL-HAYRA. God the Sublime knows best.
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Notes

1. Implying that he would first become the Imam and then As-Sadiq (a.s.) would
become the Imam after him.

2. You can refer to MAQATIL AL-TALEBIYEEN for a detailed account of this.

3. Researchers believe that athough this tradition is cited with this same link of
narrators in KAFI and AL-KHISAL, probably there has been another narrator in the chain
of narrations between Al-Hassan ibn Mahboob and Abil Jarood. This person is probably
Muhammad ibn San’an.

4. Researchers believe that athough this tradition is cited with this same link of
narrators in KAFI and AL-KHISAL, probably there has been another narrator in the chain
of narrations between Al-Hassan ibn Mahboob and Abil Jarood. This person is probably
Muhammad ibn San’an.

5. In some versions we read ‘ Abil Raja.’
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6. Who is Yahaibn Yahaibn Bokir ibn Abdul Rahman
7. He was one of the companions of God's Prophet (S) who was arecitor of the
Holy Quran. He was well-known for being a recitor and a teacher of the Quran. Umar
dispatched him to Kufa to teach the Quran.

8. Who is Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Attab Abul Qasim al-Razi al-Varamini al-Hafiz
whom al-Hamawi has called Varamin in MO’ JAM Al-BULDAN and has passed away after
theyear 310 A.H. (921A.D.)

9. In some versions we read ‘ Muhammad ibn Al-Husayn.’

10. Ali ibn Al-Hassan ibn Shagiq ibn Dinar Al-Abdi

11. The identity of Abul Khold is unknown.

12. Qur'an, 24:55

13. Qur'an, 22:47

14. Qur'an, 4:59

15. Qur'an, 5:55

16. “Qa’ed al-Ghurral-Muhgjjalin” - those who are proud of their deeds. Some have
interpreted this to refer to those whose hands, feet and foreheads are white due to extended
prostrations.

17. The disciples of Jesus (a.s.)

18. That means they hear the voice of the angels but do not see them

19. See tradition No. 23-1 regarding the meaning of Itra where God's Prophet said, “I
am leaving among you two weighty things— God's Book and my progeny; my family.
They will not depart each other until they will join me at the Divine Pool.

20. Meaning deserving acknowledgment, commended, commendable, praiseworthy,
praised, praiser, laudable, lauded, thanked.

21. “Have ye seen Lat and 'Uzza."[Qur'an, 53:19]

22. “There came to you Moses with clear (a.s.igns); yet ye worshipped the calf (Even)
after that, and ye did behave wrongfully.” [The Holy Quran: Bagara 2:92)

23. “(God) said, "We have tested thy people in thy absence: the Samiri has led them
astray." [Qur'an, 20:85].

24. “He Who created the seven heavens one above another: No want of proportion wilt
thou see in the Creation of (Allah) Most Gracious. So turn thy vision again: seest thou any
flaw?’[The Holy Quran: Mulk 67:3]

25. There is some evidence of two earths in the Biblical literature and also among the
scientific community. For example consider the following, “It is suggested that the four
centres of the projections, grouped as they are in pairs, might represent two magnetic fluxes
of remote origin. From here it is a short step to the surprising notion of the existence of two
magnetic forces that, through the galaxy, could give rise to two magnetic fields which, in
turn, generate the Rotating Magnetic Field whose particular dynamic mechanisms could be
considered the real originators of the dynamic stress to which the Earth is subject, and not
only the Earth but also the Sun and other planets. This is an idea which, on the basis of the
principles enunciated by Galileo Ferrais on the existence of a bipolarity in the presence of
rotating magnetic fields, could justify and consolidate the figure of a second Earth. This
line of reasoning exceedingly gratified long years of study and the discoveries made in the
period from 1960 to 1980 which now, with the intuition about the existence of two Earths
as a pair, confirms the proposal of a geocentric conception. This conception could have
been considered a purely imaginary idea before the revealing discovery was made about
rotating dynamics generated by the presence of the bipolarity which can be expressed by
the nuclei of the two Earths. The concept of bipolarity evidently leads to suggest the
existence of a universal magnetism on which the innumerable galaxies depend and to think
that the nuclel of the Earths follow an extra-galactic course. It also becomes plausible to
deduce that the whole Universe is linked by an interminable series of magnetic fluxes.”
[Source: NEW CONSIDERATIONS ON GEOLOGICAL AND GEOGRAPHICAL
ASSESSMENTS with url address http://www.geo-
eliocentrismo.it/english/nuoveval utazioni.htm]

26. See verse 9:25 of the Holy Quran. The breast is reputed to be the seat of knowledge
and affection. The gift of the highest spiritual insight is being asked for. The Prophet
Muhammad (S) was asked about the meaning of this verse when it was revealed. He said,
“Itisalight that islit in a believer's heart which leads to his enlightenment.” Then he (a.s))
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was asked, “Are there any signs for this?” The Prophet (S) replied, “Yes. The signs are an
attachment to the Eternal Abode, detachment from this world and being prepared for death
when it arrives.” [Majmaul Bayan, vol .4, p.363].

27. He has been condemned to go to Hell.

28. The opening of the flag and its talking.

29. Abdul Salam ibn Salih a-Harawi was a close companion of Imam Al-Ridha (a.s.)
and is now buried in a shrine in the vicinity of the holy city of Mashhad.
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Chapter 7: On Traditions About Musa Ibn Ja’far

(a.s.), Harun Ar-Rashid And Musa Ibn Al-Mahdi

7-1 Muhammad ibn Ibrahim ibn Ishaq al-Taligani - may God be pleased
with him - narrated that Muhammad ibn Yahya al-Sowly quoted on the
authority of Abul Abbas Ahmad ibn Abdullah, on the authority of Ali ibn
Muhammad ibn Soleiman al-Nowfali, on the authority of Salih ibn Ali ibn
Atay’yat that, “ The reason for taking Musa ibn Ja far (a.s.) to Baghdad was
that Harun had decided to entrust the affairs (of the government) to his son
Muhammad ibn Zubaydeh. He was one of his fourteen sons. He chose three
of them. He chose Muhammad ibn Zubaydah to be his successor to the
throne, Abdullah Al-Mamun to be his successor, and Al-Qasim al-
Mo’ taman to be the one to follow them. Harun decided to announce this so
that everyone - the general public and the elites - knew about it. Then in the
year 179 A.H. (794 A.D.) he set out for a Hajj pilgrimage. He issued an
order to all towns and ordered that the jurisprudents, the scholars, the Quran
recitors, and the military commanders all be present there during the time of
the Hajj pilgrimage. He himself set out for Medina.

Ali ibn Muhammad al-Nowafali added, “My father narrated for me that
the reason why Yahyaibn Khalid's (Harun’s vizier) vilification of Musaibn
Ja far in the presence of Ar-Rashid was that Harun had entrusted his son
Muhammad ibn Zubaydah to Jafar ibn Muhammad al-Ash’ath to be
educated. Yahya did not like this and told himself that when (Harun) Ar-
Rashid dies Muhammad (Al-Amin) will become the ruler, and this will be
the end of the period of his power and that of his children. He thought that
Muhammad would turn the affairs over to Ja far ibn Muhammad al-Ash’ ath
and his children.

Y ahya knew that Ja far was a Shiite. Therefore, he acted as if he was of
the same sect. Then Ja far became happy and told him about all of his
affairs, and what he thought about Musa ibn Jafar (a.s.). Once Yahya
became informed of his beliefs, he talked about him with (Harun) Ar-
Rashid.
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However, (Harun) Ar-Rashid supported Jafar and took into
consideration his position in the government. Thus he did not make any rush
decisions about him. But Y ahya kept on talking bad about him with (Harun)
Ar-Rashid. One day Ja'far went to see (Harun) Ar-Rashid. Harun honored
him, and they talked about his nobility and that of his father. On that day
Ar-Rashid ordered that Ja'far be paid twenty-thousand Dinars. Therefore,
Y ahya hesitated and did not tell Ar-Rashid anything until the night.

Then he told Ar-Rashid, “O Commander of the Faithful (Ar-Rashid)! I
had told you some things about Ja far and his religion before. However, you
defended him and did not accept what | said. Now there has come up an
issue which will make things clear.” Harun said, “What is it?’ Yahya said,
“Ja'far sends one-fifth of whatever property he gets to Musa ibn Ja'far. |
have no doubt that he has done the same with the twenty-thousand Dinars
which you ordered to be paid to him.”

Then Harun said, “Yes. This could finish things off.” Then he sent for
Jafar at night. Ja far had become informed of Yahya's vilification behind
his back, did not inform him of everything he did, and their friendship had
turned into enmity.

When Ar-Rashid’s messenger went to Ja far at night, Ja far thought that
Harun might have believed what Y ahya had said about him and feared that
Harun had called him in to kill him. Thus he poured some water over
himself, asked for some musk and camphor, rubbed them on his body and
wore a shroud over his garment.” Then he went to Ar-Rashid. When Harun
saw him that way and smelled the camphor and saw the shroud on him, he
said, “O Ja far! What isthis?’ He replied, “O Commander of the Faithful! |
know that they have told you bad things about me behind my back. When
you sent me someone at this hour, | was not secure thinking that their
backbiting had affected you and you have called me in on the mat to kill me.

Harun said, “Never! However, | have been informed that you send one-
fifth of whatever you get to Musa ibn Ja'far, and that you have done the
same with the twenty-thousand Dinars. | want this to be clarified for me.”
Then Ja far said, “O Commander of the Faithful! God is the Greatest! Please
order one of your servants to come with me and bring the money back to
you sealed asit was.” Then Ar-Rashid told his
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servant, “Take Ja'far's ring (to show his family and get them to trust
you), go to his house and bring me the money.” Ja' far told him the name of
his slave-wife who had the money. Then she gave the servant the sealed
bags of money, and he brought them to (Harun) Ar-Rashid. Then Ja far told
Harun, “This is the first case for you to see that they ascribe false things to
me.” Harun said, “O Ja'far! You are right. Return home. You are secure. |
will not accept anyone’'s words about you.”

The narrator of this tradition added, “However, Y ahya did not stop in his
attempts to undermine Ja'far.”

Al-Nowafali added, “Ali ibn Al-Hassan ibn Ali ibn Umar ibn Ali
narrated on behalf of some of the Sheikhs that once when Harun was
performing a Hajj pilgrimage before this one, Ali ibn Isma’il ibn Ja far ibn
Muhammad® met me and said, How come you have withdrawn yourself so
much? Why don’t you pay any attention to the affairs of the Vizier?’

Then the vizier sent someone after me, and | accompanied him. |
presented my needs to him. The reason behind this was that Yahya ibn
Khalid had asked Yahya ibn Abi Maryam, “Can you introduce one of the
members of the household of Abi Talib who has worldly inclinations which
| can fulfill?” He had answered, “Yes. | know someone with these traits. He
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is Ali ibn Isma'il ibn Jafar.” Yahya sent someone after him and told him,
“Inform me about the affairs of your uncle (Imam Kazim), his followers,
and the property that they bring for him.”

Ali ibnIsmail said, “Yes. | know about him.” Then he started to say bad
things about the Imam (a.s.). He said, “One instance of his extensive wealth
is related to when he had bought a land called ‘Al-Yasirieh® When they
brought the money, the seller said, “I do not want these coins. Give me other
coins.” Then the Imam (as.) ordered that the coins be returned to his
treasury, and thirty-thousand Dinars of the same weight and type that the
seller wanted be brought for him.

Al-Nowfali added, “My father narrated that Musa ibn Jafar (a.s.) had
entrusted some of his affairs to Ali ibn Isma’il. Even some of the letters of
the Imam (as.) to his followers were written in Ali ibn Ismail’s
handwriting. However, he slowly became distant from the Imam (as.).
When (Harun) Ar-Rashid decided to return to Iraqg, they informed Musa ibn
Jafar (a.s.) that his brother was pl annlng to go to Iraq along with the
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King. The Imam (a.s.) called his brother in and asked, “What is wrong
with you? Why do you want to go with the King?’ He said, “| have debts.:
The Imam (a.s) said, “I will pay them back.” He said, “What about the
expenses for my family?’ The Imam (a.s.) said, “Fine. | will pay for them.”
However, Ali ibn Isma’il did not give up going with the King. The Imam
(a.s.) sent him three hundred Dinars and four thousand Dirhams by means of
his brother Muhammad (ibn Isma’il) and said, “ So use these for your travel
expenses but do not make my children orphans.”

7-2 Al-Husayn ibn Ibrahim ibn Ahmad ibn Hisham al-Mu’'addib - may
God be pleased with him - narrated that Ali ibn Ibrahim ibn Hashem quoted
on the authority of Muhammad ibn Isaibn Obayd, on the authority of Musa
ibn Al-Qasim al-Bajali, on the authority of Ali ibn Ja far (a.s.), “Muhammad
ibn Ismail ibn Ja far ibn Muhammad (Imam Kazim'’s brother) came to me
and said, “Muhammad ibn Ja far went to see Harun Ar-Rashid and greeted
him as the Caliph. He then told him, ‘I did not think that there were two
Caliphs on the Earth until | saw that they greet my brother Musa ibn Ja far
asthe Caliph.””

One of the people who said bad things behind Musa ibn Ja far's (a.s.)
back was Y agoob ibn Dawood. He was one of the Zaydites.

7-3 Muhammad ibn Ibrahim ibn Ishaq al-Taligani - may God be pleased
with him - narrated that Muhammad ibn Yahya al-Sowly quoted on the
authority of Abul Abbas Ahmad ibn Abdullah, on the authority of Ali ibn
Muhammad ibn Soleiman al-Nawfali that Ibrahim ibn Abil Bilad said,
“Yagoob ibn Dawood told me that he adheres to the Divine Leadership.”

Ibrahim ibn Abil Bilad added, “On the night before Musaibn Ja far (a.s.)
was arrested, | went to see Y agoob ibn Dawood in Medina. Y agoob told me,
‘| was with the Vizier - that is Yahyaibn Khalid - now. He told me that he
had heard Ar-Rashid address God’'s Prophet (S) near the Prophet’'s (a.s.)
shrine and say, ‘O Prophet of God! May my father and mother be your
ransom! Please forgive me for the decision which | have made - that is to
arrest and imprison Musa ibn Ja'far since | am afraid that he will cause a
war in your nation in which there will be bloodshed. | think Harun Ar-
Rashid will arrest the Imam (a.s.) in the morning.””

The narrator of this tradition added, “The following morning Al-Fadhl
ibn al-Rabiee’ * was sent to him. The Imam (a.s.) was standing in the Station
of God's Prophet (S)° and was praying. Al-Fadhl ibn al-Rabee’ ordered that
he (a.s.) be arrested and imprisoned.”
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7-4 Ahmad ibn Ziyad ibn Ja far al-Hamadani - may God be pleased with
him - narrated that Ali ibn Ibrahim ibn Hashem quoted on the authority of
his father, on the authority of Abdullah ibn Salih, on the authority of Al-
Fadhl ibn a-Rabee’, on the authority of Al-Fadhl ibn al-Rabee’, “I was in
bed with one of my slave-wives. Then | heard the door bell ring in the
middle of the night. It made me frightened. My dave-wife said, Perhaps it
was due to the wind. A short time later the door of my room opened and
Masroor al-Kabir (Harun’'s servant) entered the room and told me, ‘The
Commander has called you in.” He did not even greet me. Seeing that he
just entered my room without seeking my permission and that he did not
greet me, It occurred to me that Harun intends to kill me. | was in a state of
major ritual impurity®, but | did not dare ask him to let me make a major
ritual ablution. When my slave-wife noticed my stress and agitation, she
said, ‘Rely on the Honorable the Exalted God and get up.” Then | got up,
put on my clothes and left the house with him and went to Harun’s house.
Then | greeted the Commander of the Faithful. He was in bed. He greeted
back. | fell to the ground. He said, ‘Were you frightened? | replied, ‘O
Commander of the Faithful! Yes.’ He left me alone for a while until 1 got
calm. Then he told me, ‘Go to jail, free Musa ibn Ja'far and give him thirty-
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thousand Dirhams and five robes of honor. Give him three horses and
inform him that he is free to decide to stay with us or go to whichever town
that he wills.” Then | said, ‘O Commander of the Faithful! Are you ordering
me to free Musa ibn Ja'far? He replied, ‘Yes.” And he repeated it thrice.
Then he asked me, ‘Yes. Do you want me to break my covenant? | said,
‘Which covenant? He replied, ‘When | was in this bed | suddenly saw a
black man. | had never seen any black man that was bigger than him before.
He grabbed my neck, sat on my chest and tried to choke me.” He said,
‘Have you oppressively imprisoned Musa ibn Ja far? Then | told him, ‘I
will free him, and give him presents and robes of honor.” Then he had me
pledge by the Honorabl e the Exalted God, and got off my chest. | was about
todie”

The narrator of this tradition added, “Then | left him and went to Musa
ibn Ja'far (as.) injail. | saw that he was standing in prayer. | waited until he
finished saying his prayers. Then | expressed the greetings of the
Commander of the Faithful to him and informed him about that which | had
been ordered to do. | told him that the presents were ready.
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He (as.) said, ‘Do any other things which you have been ordered to do.’ |
said, ‘No. | swear by your grandfather - the Messenger of God (a.s.) that |
have not been ordered to do anything else.””

He (as.) said, “I do not need the robes of honor, the horses and the
property since they belong to the nation.” | said, “By God! Do not turn them
down. Harun will get mad.” He (a.s.) said, “Do with them as you please.” |
took his hand and brought him out of jail. Then | asked him, “O son of
God’s Prophet! Can you inform me about the reason you received all these
honors from this man? Y ou owe me that since | gave you the glad tidings of
your freedom, and this was done by me.”

Then he (a.s.) said, “1 saw the Prophet (S) on Wednesday night. He (a.s.)
asked me, “O Musal Have you been oppressively imprisoned?’ | replied, “O
Messenger of God! Yes.” The Prophet (S) repeated this question three
times, and then said, ‘I know not but that it ma}/ be a trial for you, and a
grant of (worldly) livelihood (to you) for atime.”” Then the Prophet (S) told
me, “Fast tomorrow, Thursday and Friday. Say twelve units of prayers at the
time of breaking your fast. In each unit recite the Opening Chapter once and
the Chapter ‘Al-lkhlas twelve times. In the fourth unit of prayer, fal in
prostration and say, ‘O the One who survives after everyone’s death! O the
Hearer of all sounds! O the Reviver of the rotten bones after death! |
implore you by Your Great Name, the Greatest! Please send Blessings upon
Muhammad - Thy servant and Thy Messenger, and upon the members of his
Holy Household - the Pure Ones. | beg You to expedite my relief from the
conditions | am in.” Then | did as the Prophet (S) had instructed me to do
and what you saw happened.”

7-5 Ahmad ibn Ziyad ibn Ja' far al-Hamadani - may God be pleased with
him - narrated that Ali ibn Ibrahim ibn Hashem quoted on the authority of
Muhammad ibn Al-Hassan al-Madani, on the authority of Abi Abdullah ibn
Al-Fadhl, on the authority of his father Al-Fadhl:

| was the gate-keeper for (Harun) Ar-Rashid. One day Harun was
swinging around a sword and was very angry. He told me, “O Fadhl! |
swear by my relationship with the Messenger of God (a.s.) that if you do not
bring my cousin here right away | will chop your head off.” | asked, “Who
should | bring here?’” He said, “ This man from Hijaz.” | said, “Which man
from Hijaz?" He said, “Musaibn Ja far Muhammad ibn Ali
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ibn Al-Husayn ibn Ali ibn Abi Talib (a.s.).”

Al-Fadhl narrated, “1 feared the Honorabl e the Exalted God to take Musa
ibn Ja far (a.s.) to him. But | thought about the punishment | was threatened
with and said, “I will do it.” Harun said, “Bring two men with whips, two
with swords and two executioners.”

Al-Fadhl narrated, “| prepared what he had ordered and went to the
house of Abi Ibrahim Musa ibn Ja'far (a.s.). | reached some ruins. There
was a small room made with palm branches and leaves. A young black man
was standing there. | told him, “Grant me permission to see your Master -
may God have Mercy upon you!” He told me, “Go in. He does not have any
gate-keepers or door men.” Then | went in to see him. | saw another black
man who was cutting the callous that had formed on his forehead due to
extensive prostrations. Then | said, “O son of the Prophet of God! Peace be
upon you. Ar-Rashid has called you in.” He (as.) said, “What does Ar-
Rashid have to do with me? Has his pleasures not made him forget about
me?’ Then he (a.s.) quickly got up and said, “Had | not heard the tradition
in which God's Prophet (S) has said, It is incumbent to obey the kings due
to the principle of the concealment of faith.” |1 would never come with you.”

| told him, “O Aba Ibrahim! May God have Mercy on you. Be prepared
for his punishment.” He (a.s.) said, “Is not the One who is the owner of this
world and the Hereafter with me? The Sublime God willing, he cannot hurt
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metoday.” Fadhl ibn Rabee’ said, “Then | saw that he (a.s.) moved his hand
over his head and turned it around thrice.”

We went to see Ar-Rashid. He was standing while he was astonished like
a woman who has lost her child. When he saw me he said, “O Fadhl!” |
said, “Yes; sir!” He asked, “Did you bring my cousin?’ | said, “Yes.” He
said, “You did not upset him, did you?’ | said, “No.” He said, “You did not
tell me that | am angry with him, did you? | was too excited and did what |
did not want to do. Let him in.” | let in the Imam (a.s.). As soon as Harun
saw the Imam (a.s.), he rushed to him, hugged him and said, “Welcome! My
cousin, my brother and the inheritor of my blessings.”

Then he had him seated and asked, “How come you have stopped
visiting us?’ He (as.) replied, “The extent of your reign and your love of
thisworld.” Then Harun ordered that they bring a bottle of perfume. He put
some perfume on the Imam (a.s.) with his own hands. Then he ordered
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them to bring several robes of honor and two bags of gold coins to be put
in front of the Imam (a.s.). Then Musa ibn Ja far (a.s.) said, “By God! If it
was not the case that | can marry off the unmarried men from the progeny of
Abi Talib so that their generation does not terminate, 1 would have not
accepted this donation.”
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He (a.s.) returned home while repeatedly saying, “Praise be to God - the
Lord of the Two Worlds.” Fadhl said, “O Commander of the Faithful! You
were determined to punish him, but you gave him robes of honor and
honored him?’ He said, “O Fadhl! When you left, | saw men who encircled
my house. They were holding bayonets in their hands which they stuck into
the ground at the base of the walls of the house and said, “If he bothers the
son of the Messenger of God, we will destroy him and his house, but if he
treats him kindly we will leave him alone and go.”

Then | followed him (as.) and asked him, “What did you say which
helped you get relieved from Ar-Rashid?’ He (a.s.) said, “That is the
supplications of my grandfather Ali ibn Abi Talib (as.). Whenever he (a.s.)
recited it, he (a.s.) defeated any army which he (a.s.) faced, and defeated any
fighter he (as.) encountered. It is a supplication which brings immunity
from calamities.” | asked him, “What is that supplication?”

He said, “You must say, “O my Lord! | attack by relying on you. | seek
what | want by relying on you. | talk relying on you. | succeed by relying on
you. | die by your will, and | will be revived by your will. | submit myself to
you, and entrust my affairs to you. And there is no power nor any strength
save in the Sublime the Great God. O my Lord! You created me. You fed
me and clothed me. You made me one of your self-sufficient servants by
your own generosity. Y ou return me to my original position whenever | fail.
You strengthen me whenever | get weak. You heal me whenever | get ill.
You answer me whenever | call you. O my Master! You have pleased me.
Please be pleased with me.”

7-6 (The author of the book narrated) my father - may God be pleased
with him - narrated that Ali ibn Ibrahim ibn Hashem quoted on the authority
of his father, on the authority of Uthman ibn Isa, on the authority of his
friends, “In the presence of Musa ibn Ja'far (a.s.), Abu Yusuf® asked Al-
Mahdi®, “Will you grant me permission to ask him questions which he will
fail to answer?” He replied, “Yes.” Then he asked Musa ibn JA'far (a.s),
“Should | ask?’ Abu Yusuf asked, “What is
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the decree for a Mecca pilgrim who is in consecration (muhrim) going in
the shade?’ The Imam (a.s.) said, “It is not allowed.” He asked, “What if
they set up a tent and he enters it?” The Imam (as.) replied, “That is
allowed.” He asked, “What is the difference between these two?” Abul
Hassan (a.s.) asked, “ Should a menstruating woman make up her prayers?”’
He replied, “Yes.” The Imam (a.s.) asked, “Should a menstruating woman
make up her fasts?” He replied, “No.” The Imam (a.s.) asked, “Why?" He
replied, “This is the Divine Decree.” Then Abul Hassan (a.s.) said, “The
same holds for your question.” Then Al-Mahdi told Abu Yusuf, “| see that
you could not do anything.” He said, “He gave me a solid, invalidating
reply.”

7-7 Ahmad ibn Y ahya a-Mokattib narrated that Abul Tayyib Ahmad ibn
Muhammad al-Warrag quoted on the authority of Ali ibn Harun al-Hemayri,
on the authority of Ali ibn Muhammad ibn Soleiman al-Nawfali, on the
authority of hisfather, on the authority of Ali ibn Y agteen, “When Musaibn
Jafar (a.s) was with some of his relatives, he was informed about the
decisions that Musa ibn Al-Mahdi (Harun’'s brother) had made about him.
He asked his relatives, “What do you think?" They said, “Wethink that it is
best for you to avoid him, and hide yourself since one cannot be immune
from his wickedness.” Abul Hassan smiled and said, “ Sakheena thinks that
she will overcome her master while it is possible for the one who always
wins to be defeated.” He (a.s.) then raised his hands towards the sky and
said, “O my Lord! There are many enemies who have sharpened their
knives for me, have poured their lethal poisonsin my food and have not |eft
me alone for the least moment. However, when You saw my weakness in
facing these problems, Y ou relieved me from them using Y our own strength
and power, not my strength or power. You threw them into the wells they
had dug for me while no longer having any hopes of attaining their worldly
aspirations or any hopes for their Hereafter. Praise to You for this as much
as You deserve to be praised. O my Master! O my Lord! Seize him using
your own Majesty. Dull his sword drawn upon me using your own power.
Make him busy running his own affairs. Make him incapable against his
enemies. O my Lord! Assist me against him for now so that my anger gets
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guenched and my hatred of him is blocked. O my Lord! Please accept my
prayers, and help me to no longer have any complaints. Show him what you
have promised the oppressors. Show me what you
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have promised about the acceptance of the prayers of those who are
coerced. You are the possessor of Great Nobility, and Benevolent Favor.”
The narrator added, “Then the people got dispersed and never came
together again until the death of Musa ibn Al-Mahdi.
Then they all gathered around Musa ibn Ja'far to read a letter which
informed them about the death of Musa ibn Al-Mahdi. One of the members
of the Household of Musa ibn Ja far who was present recited the following:

How many prayers go up from the earth to some place
in the heavens which no one can block!
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They go where no caravans have ever gone to before

Where there are many obstacles!

The prayers travel beyond the night, and the night coversiit,

While some are asleep and some are awakened

He will open the doors of the sky and those below

Before any knocker knocks at the doors.

When the caravan reaches there,

God will not return its leaders to their owners

Since God sees and hears all.

That | have hopesin God as if

| can optimistically see what God will do with a good opinion.

7-8 Abu Ahmad Hani ibn Muhammad ibn Mahmood al-Abdi - may God
be pleased with him - narrated that his father quoted on the authority of
narrators who linked up to Musaibn Ja'far (a.s.), “Musaibn Ja far (a.s.) was
shown into the presence of Ar-Rashid. Then Ar-Rashid told him, “O son of
the Prophet of God! Tell me about the four kinds of temperaments.” Then
Musa (a.s.) told him, “The wind which is a king who puts up with his people
and treats them gently. Then there is blood that is like a servant who incurs
aloss that often kills his master. And there is phlegm that is a hard enemy.
Whichever way you block it, it will find another way.
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And there is‘ Safrawhich is like the earth that will make everything on it
grow.” Then Harun asked him, “O son of the Prophet of God! Do you
bestow upon the people gifts from the Treasures of God and His
Messenger?”

7-9 Abu Ahmad Hani ibn Muhammad ibn Mahmood al-Abdi - may God
be pleased with him - narrated that Muhammad ibn Mahmood quoted on the
authority of narrators who linked up to Musa ibn Ja'far (as.), “Musa ibn
Jafar (a.s.) entered into the presence of Ar-Rashid and greeted him. He
greeted back and said, “O Musa ibn Ja far! Are there two Caliphs so that
taxes must be collected twice?’

He (as.) replied, “O Commander of the Faithful! | swear to you by God
not to undergo the burden of my sins by accepting the wrong things being
said behind my back by my enemies. You know well that they have been
ascribing lies to us since the demise of God's Prophet (S). If you permit me
due to our ties of kinship, | will narrate for you what my father quoted on
the authority of his forefathers, on the authority of their grandfather - the
Prophet of God (a.s.).

Harun said, “I will permit you.” The Imam (as.) said, “My father
narrated on the authority of his father, on the authority of his forefathers, on
the authority of their grandfather - God’s Prophet (S) that, “Whenever two
relatives touch each other, their sense of being relatives gets excited and
awakened. Now, may | be your ransom! Give me your hand.” Harun said,
“Come closer.” The Imam (as.) got closer. Harun took his hands and
hugged him. After a while, he let him go and said, “O Musa! Never mind.
Sit down.” Then | looked at him. His eyes were filled with tears. Then |
attended to myself. Harun said, “You and your grandfather (a.s.) are right. |
got so excited that | was overcome with love and mercy. My eyes got filled
with tears. There have been things on my mind for a while which | want to
ask you about. | have never asked anyone about them. If you answer me |
will let you go and never again accept anyone’s words behind your back. |
have been told that you never lie. | will ask you about what is on my mind
and tell me the truth.” The Imam (as.) said, “Fine. If you grant me
immunity | will give you the right answer, if | know.”

Harun said, “You are granted immunity if you tell the truth and abandon
the practice of the concealment of faith for which you - the progeny of
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(the Blessed Lady) Fatima (a.s.) - are known to practice.”

Then the Imam (a.s.) said, “O Commander of the Faithful (Harun)! Ask
whatever you want to ask.” Harun said, “Let me know why are you nobler
than us while we are from the same family line and are the progeny of
Abdul Muittalib. You and | are the same. | am from the progeny of Al-
Abbas, and you are from the progeny of Abi Talib who were both the uncles
of God's Prophet (S). Our kinship with the Prophet (S) is alike.” The Imam
(as.) said, “We (the Members of the Holy Household) are closer (to the
Prophet (S)).” Harun asked, “How come?’ The Imam (a.s.) said, “Abdullah
and Abu Taib were born of the same father and mother, but your
grandfather Al-Abbas was neither born of Abdullah’s mother, nor of Abu
Talib's mother.” Harun said, “Why do you claim to be the inheritors of the
Prophet (S) while Abu Talib had already died when the Prophet (S) died;
however, his uncle Abbas was till alive (considering that we think that with
an uncle present, an uncle’s son does not inherit anything).”

The Imam (a.s.) said, “If (Al-Ma mun) the Commander of the Faithful
sees it fit, please excuse me from answering this one and ask me any other
guestions that you please.”
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Harun said, “No. You must answer it.” The Imam (a.s.) said, “Will you
grant me immunity?’ Harun said, “I granted you immunity before we
started to talk.” The Imam (a.s.) said, “As stated by Ali ibn Abi Talib (a.s))
when there is a male or female child there is no share of inheritance for
anyone, except for the parents, the mother and the spouse. He did not
consider any inheritance for an uncle with a child present to inherit.

And there is no such reasoning in the Quran either. However, Taymlo,
Adiy™, and the Umayyads have relied on their own personal opinions
without any factual documents from the Prophet of God (a.s.) and have
considered an uncle to be like the father (to inherit). What the scholars have
decreed is according to the decrees of Ali (a.s.) which is opposed to this
viewpoint. It is Nuh ibn Durraj who has stated this issue according to the
viewpoints of Ali (a.s.) and has ruled accordingly.

The Commander of the Faithful®* made him the governor of Kufa and
Basra. He ruled according to this viewpoint. Then the news got to the
Commander of the Faithful. He called him in and and called in those who
ruled opposite to him such as Sufyan Ath-Thawri, Ibrahim al-Madani,
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and a-Fudhayl ibn Eyadh. They all witnessed that this was the viewpoint
of Ali (a.s.) on thisissue. According to one of the scholars from Hijaz who
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informed me about this, the Commander of the Faithful asked them, “Why
don’t you rule accordingly now that Nuh ibn Durraj has ruled on this basis.”
They have replied, “Nuh was brave, but we were scared.” Then the
Commander of the Faithful approved of the ruling based on the Prophetic
tradition from the past that says, “ The best judge among you is Ali.” Even
Umar ibn a-Khattab has said, “The best judge amongst us is Ali.” Here the
Arabic word ‘ Qadha translated to mean “judge’is an all encompassing noun.
It includes al good characteristics. It includes all the good characteristics
which the Prophet (S) had cited to praise his companions such as reciting
the Quran, performing the obligatory deeds, and having knowledge. All of
these are included in this word.

Harun said, “O Musa (Al-Kazim)! Tell me more.” The Imam (a.s.) said,
“Is one who attends a meeting immune, especialy in your meetings?’
Harun said, “Don’t worry.” Then the Imam (a.s.) said, “Indeed the Prophet
(S) did not establish any rights to inherit for those who did not migrate. He
(a.s.) did not establish any friendship for those who did not accept to be
exiled (along with the Prophet (S)).” Harun said, “What is your proof for
this?” The Imam (a.s.) recited the following verse from the Holy Quran,
‘Those who believed, and accepted to be exiled, and fought for the Faith,
with their property and their persons, in the cause of God, as well as those
who gave (them) asylum and aid,- these are (all) friends and protectors, one
of another...”** And Abbas did not adopt exile (from Mecca to Medina).”

Harun said, “O Musal Have you ever said this to any of our enemies
before? Have you informed any of the jurists of thisissue?” The Imam (a.s.)
said, “By God, no. No one but the Commander of the Faithful has ever
asked me about this.”

Then Harun asked, “Why do you allow the people - whether the general
public or the elite - to ascribe you to God’s Prophet (S) and call you “O son
of God's Prophet” while you are the offspring of Ali. People’s family ties
are through their fathers. Fatima is a receiver of the male sperm, and the
Prophet (S) is only your grandfather through your mother.”

The Imam (a.s.) said, “O Commander of the Faithful! What if the
Prophet (S)
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was reborn and asked your daughter to marry him? Would you give him

an affirmative answer?’” Harun said, “Glory be to God! How could | not

give a positive answer? | will be proud of this before the Arabs, the
Persians, and the Quraysh (tribe)!”

The Imam (a.s.) said, “However, the Prophet (S) would neither come to
ask my daughter to marry him, nor would | marry off my daughter to him
(a.s.).” Harun asked, “Why?’ The Imam (a.s.) said, “That is because he
(a.s.) is my forefather, but is not your forefather.” Harun said, “O Musal
Excellent!” Then Harun asked, “How come you say that you are from the
Prophet’s (a.s.) generation, while he (a.s.) left no generations behind (had no
sons). Generations to follow one are from his sons. Y ou are the offspring of
his daughter, and generations are not left behind one’ s daughter.”

The Imam (a.s.) said, “O Commander of the Faithful (Harun)! | swear to
you by our ties of kinship and by the tomb', please excuse me from
answering this question.” Harun said, “Impossible! O Children of Ali! You
must express your reasons. O Musal According to the reports that we have
received, you are the Divine Leader at the present time. | will never excuse
you from answering my questions. Y ou must present proofs from the Quran
in response to my questions. You - the Children of Ali - claim that no details
of the Quran are hidden from you. You clam that you know the
interpretation of the whole Quran. You rely on the following verse to
support your claim, ‘... Nothing have we omitted from the Book...’* You
consider yourselves needless of the viewpoints of the scholars, and of the
comparisons they draw.**

The Imam (as) said, “Will you let me answer you?’ Harun said,
“Present your answer.” The Imam (a.s.) said, “| take refuge in God from the
damned Satan. In the Name of God the Beneficent, the Merciful. ‘...We
guided Noah, and among his progeny, David, Solomon, Job, Joseph, Moses,
and Aaron: thus do We reward those who do good: And Zakariya and John,
and Jesus and Elias: all in the ranks of the righteous...”*” O Commander of
the Faithful (Harun)! Who is the father of Jesus (a.s.)?” Harun said, “ Jesus
(a.s.) hasno father.” The Imam (a.s.) said, “ Therefore, we have linked Jesus
(a.s.) up to the Prophets by (the Blessed Lady) Mary (a.s.). This is exactly
how we are linked up to the Prophet (S) through our mother (the Blessed
Lady) Fatima(a.s.).”
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The Imam (a.s.) said, “O Commander of the Faithful (Harun)! Do you
want me to tell you more?’ He said, “Yes please.” The Imam (a.s.) said,
“The Honorable the Exalted God said, ‘If anyone disputes in this matter
with thee, now after (full) knowledge Hath come to thee, say, ‘Come! let us
gather together, - our sons and your sons, our women and your women,
ourselves and yourselves: Then let us earnestly pray, and invoke the Curse
of God on those who lie!’*® No one has claimed that the Prophet (S) took
anyone but Ali ibn Abi Talib (a.s.), (the Blessed Lady) Fatima (a.s.), Al-
Hassan (as.) and Al-Husayn (as.) under his cloak when he (as)
participated in the invoking of God’s Curse with the Christians. Therefore,
the interpretation of the Sublime God's words ‘our sons’ is Al-Hassan (a.s.)
and Al-Husayn (as.), the interpretation of ‘our women’ is (the Blessed
Lady) Fatima (a.s.), and the interpretation of ‘ourselves’ is Ali ibn Abi Talib
(a.s.). Moreover, all the scholars agree that on the day of the Battle of Uhud,
Gabriel (a.s) said, ‘O Muhammad! This act of Ali is a sign of his true
devotion.” God's Prophet (S) said, ‘That is because he (i.e. Ali (as))
belongs to me, and | belong to him.” Then Gabriel said, ‘O Prophet of God!
And | belong to both of you.” Then Gabriel continued, ‘There is no real
sword but the ‘ Thul-Fagar (Imam Ali’s sword), and there is no real man but
Ali.” What Gabriel used in order to praise Ali was similar to what the
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Sublime God used to praise Abraham (a.s.) when God said, ‘ They said, ‘We
heard a youth talk of them: He is called Abraham.’”*°

The Imam (a.s.) added, “We - your cousins - are proud that Gabriel has
said that he belongs to us.” Then Harun said, “Excellent! O Musal Tell us
what you need.” The Imam (a.s.) said, “My first need is that you allow your
cousin (i.e. me) to return to the shrine of his grandfather and to his wife.”
Harun said, “God willing. We will see.” It has been narrated that Harun
handed the Imam (a.s.) over to As-Sandi ibn Shahak. It seems that the Imam
(a.s.) died while he (a.s.) was in the custody of As-Sindi ibn Shahak. God
knows best.

7-10 Muhammad ibn Ibrahim ibn Ishag al-Taligani - may God be pleased
with him - narrated that Muhammad ibn Yahya al-Sowly quoted on the
authority of Abul Abbas Ahmad ibn Abdullah, on the authority of Ali ibn
Muhammad ibn Soleiman al-Nawfali that he had heard his father say,
“When (Harun) Ar-Rashid arrested Musaibn Ja far (a.s.), they arrested him
while he was praying at the position of the head of the Prophet (S). They
stopped his prayer, and took him away while he (a.s.) was crying and
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saying, “O Messenger of God! | complain to you about this situation.”
The people were running towards him from every direction while they were
crying. When they took the Imam (a.s.) to (Harun) Ar-Rashid, he swore at
him and disrespected him. When the night came, Harun ordered that two
carriages be prepared. He had the Imam (a.s.) carried away in secret to one
of the two carriages. Harun put Hassaan ash-Sarawi in charge and ordered
him to take the Imam (a.s.) to Basra and hand him (a.s.) over to Isa ibn
Ja far ibn Abi Ja far (Harun’s cousin) who was the governor there. He had
the other carriage moved in public in the daytime towards Kufa along with
some people so as to hide the affairs of Musa ibn Ja far ( a-Kazim) (a.s.)
from the people. Hassaan entered Basra one day before the sighting of the
moon® and handed him (a.s.) over to Isa ibn Ja'far ibn Abi Ja'far in the
daytime in public. Thus it became known publicly and the news was spread
around. Isaimprisoned him (a.s.) in the building in which he himself resided
and he locked him in. Isawas so busy with the ‘Eid ul-Adha®"’s ceremonies
that he totally forgot about the Imam (a.s.). They only opened the door for
him on two occasions: to allow him to make ablutions and to bring him
some food.

My father said, “Al-Faydh ibn Abi Salih, who was a Christian before,
made a display of being Muslim. He was really an infidel and was the
secretary of Isaibn Ja far. He was one of my good friends, too. He told me,
“O Aba Abdullah! Y ou cannot imagine how much music this pious man had
to hear during the days that he was in that house - music which contained
much indecent and abominable things which he did not know about and
undoubtedly could not even imagine.” My father added, “In those days, Ali
ibn Y agoob ibn Oun ibn Al-Abbas ibn Rabee’ had written bad things about
mein aletter to Isaibn Ja far ibn Abi Ja'far. Ahmad ibn Osyd who was the
gate-keeper for Isa had handed him that letter.”

He added, “Ali ibn Y agoob was one of the elders of the Hashemites. He
was older than the rest of them, but drank in spite of his old age. He used to
invite Ahmad ibn Osyd to his house, gave parties for him and invited male
and female singers. This way he wanted Ahmad to help raise his rank near
Isa. Included in the things written were, “You prefer Muhammad ibn
Soleiman to us in granting permission to come see you, in respect, and in
giving him gifts of musk, while | am older than him and he believes in
obeying Musaibn Ja far who is imprisoned by you.”
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My father added, “I was sleeping in the middle of a very hot day when |
heard the doorbell ring. | asked, “Who isit?” My servant said, “It is Qa nab
ibn Y ahyawho is at the door. He says that he must immediately see you.” |
said, “He must have something important to do. Let him in.” Then he came
in and informed me about the letter and the story of a-Faydh ibn Abil Salih.
He said that al-Faydh had told him not to tell me about this issue since |
might get upset. Al-Faydh had said that the contents of the letter had not
influenced him. He had asked the Commander if he had any doubts and if he
wished Abu Abdullah (an-Nawfali) to come in person and swear that the
contents of the letter was untrue.”

But the Commander said, “ There is no need to inform Aba Abdullah. He
has said these things against him out of jealousy.”

| said, “O Commander! You yourself know that no one is as close as he
is to your private issues. Has he ever tried to make you revolt against
anyone?”

He said, “No. May God forbid.”

| said, “Had he followed a religion other than that of the other people, he
would have certainly tried to make you become attracted to hisreligion.” He
said, “Yes, of course. | know him better myself.”

My father added, “| ordered that my horse be prepared for riding. Then |
rode over to al-Faydh at that time. Qa nab ibn Y ahya accompanied me. We
asked for permission to see him. He sent someone to me and said, “May | be
your ransom! Now | am in a position which is not suitable for you to see.”
He was sitting and drinking wine. Then | sent him a message swearing by
God that | had to see him right then. He came out to me wearing a thin shirt
and a red loin-cloth. | told him about what | had heard. He asked Q& nab,
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“May you not be given a good reward! Did | not tell you not to inform Aba
Abdullah! Did I not tell you that he will get upset?’ Then he told me, “Do
not worry. The Commander has not believed any of thisjargon.”

My father added, “Only a few days had passed by when they secretly
took Musaibn Ja'far (as.) to Baghdad and imprisoned him. Then they freed
him. Then they imprisoned him. They handed him over to As-Sandi ibn
Shahak who imprisoned him. He was rough with the Imam (a.s.). Then
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(Harun) Ar-Rashid sent him some poisoned dates, and ordered him to
take them to the Imam, and force him to eat the dates. He did this and that
was how the Imam (a.s.) died.”

7-11 Ali ibn Abdullah al-Warrag, Al-Husayn ibn Ibrahim ibn Ahmad ibn
Hisham al-Mukattib, Ahmad ibn Ziyad ibn Ja far a-Hamadani, Al-Husayn
ibn Ibrahim ibn Natana, Ahmad ibn Ali ibn Ali ibn Ibrahim ibn Hashem,
Muhammad ibn Ali Magjiluwayh and Muhammad ibn Musa ibn al-
Mutawakkil - may God be pleased with them - narrated that Ali ibn [brahim
ibn Hashem quoted on the authority of his father, on the authority of
Uthman ibn Isa, on the authority of Sufyan ibn Nazar, “One day | was
standing in the presence of Al-Mamun. He asked, “Do you know who
taught me about Shiism?” All the people who were present said, “No, by
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God, we do not know.” He said, “(Harun) Ar-Rashid taught me.” They
asked him, “How is that so? It was (Harun) Ar-Rashid who killed the
members of this Household!”

Al-Ma mun said, “He killed them for his rule. A Kingdom is barren®.
One year | accompanied Harun when he went for the Hajj pilgrimage. When
we reached Medina, he told his gate-keepers, “Whoever enters who is from
the people of Medina, Mecca, the Immigrants™, the Helpers™, the
Hashemites or others from the Quraysh (tribe) must state his relationship.”
Whoever entered said that he was so and so, the son of so and so, until he
reached his grandfather from the Hashemites, the Quraysh (tribe), the
Immigrants or the Helpers. Then Harun would grant him gifts anywhere
from two-hundred to five-thousand Dinars according to his nobility, and the
honor of his grandfathers in their exile (from Mecca to Medina). One day |
was present there when Al-Fadhl ibn Rabee’ said, “O Commander of the
Faithful (Harun)! There is a man at the door who claims to be Musa ibn
Ja far ibn Muhammad ibn Ali ibn Al-Husayn ibn Ali ibn Abi Talib (as.).”
Immediately Harun faced us who were standing near his head, Al-Amin and
a-Mo'taman and the rest of the chiefs present and said, “Straighten
yourselves up!” Then he faced the gate-keeper and said, “Let him in. Be
careful that he not sit down anywhere but on my special seat.” Then a
Sheikh® entered who had become pale due to extensive worshipping. He
was dim and wrinkled. His face and nose were affected by the extent of
prostrations. When he saw (Harun) Ar-Rashid, he tried to get off the donkey
he was riding on. Then Ar-Rashid said, “By God, you should sit only on my
special seat.”
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The gate-keepers did not let the Imam (a.s.) get off the donkey. We all
looked at him with great honor and respect. He rode on his donkey until he
reached the especial seat. All the gate-keepers and the chiefs were around
him. Then he got off. Ar-Rashid got up and came forward until he reached
the especial seat. Then Harun kissed his face and eyes, took his hand and
took him to the uppermost part of the room and sat down with him. He
started talking with him. While talking, he faced him and asked him about
his health and conditions. Then Harun asked the Imam (as.), “O Abul
Hassan (Al-Kazim (a.s.))! How many people do you support?’ The Imam
(as) said, “More than five-hundred.” Harun said, “Are they all your
children?” The Imam (as.) said, “No, most of them are servants and
companions. | have more than thirty children: So many boys and so many
girls.” Harun asked, “Why don’'t you marry off the girls to their cousins, or
other suitable people?” The Imam (as) said, “I do not have enough
money.” Harun said, “What condition is your land in?’ The Imam (as.)
said, “Sometimes it yields produce and at other times it does not.” Harun
asked, “Do you have any debts?’” The Imam (a.s.) said, “Yes.” Harun asked,
“How much?’ The Imam (a.s.) said, “Around ten-thousand Dinars.” Then
Ar-Rashid said, “O cousin! | will give you enough money to marry off your
daughters and sons, pay back your debts and revive your land.” The Imam
(as.) said, “O cousin! | hope the relatives fulfill the rights of kinship with
you, and thank God for your nice intentions and tangible relationship. Our
ties of kinship come from the same root. We are from the same family. Al-
Abbas was the uncle of God’s Prophet (S). He and the Prophet’s (a.s.) father
formed two strong tree trunks which were attached to one another from the
roots. He was also the uncle of Ali ibn Abi Talib (a.s.). He and Ali’s father
also formed two strong tree trunks which were attached to one another from
the roots. | hope that God will not make you change your mind about what
you want to do. He has granted you power and has established you to be
from a noble family.” Harun said, “O Abul Hassan! It will be an honor for

me to do that.”

He (a.s) said, “O Commander of the Faithful! Indeed the Honorable the

Exalted God has made it incumbent upon the rulers to provide for the poor
people in the nation, to pay off the debts of those in debt; to assist the people
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who are overburdened; to clothe the people who are destitute; and to be kind
to the prisoners and slaves. You are the one most suitable to do these
things.” Harun said, “O Abul Hassan! | will do that.”
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Then he stood up. (Harun) Ar-Rashid stood up out of respect for him,
and kissed him on the eyes and face. Then he faced me (Abdullah),
(Muhammad) Al-Amin, and (lbrahim) Al-Moataman and said, “O
Abdullah, Muhammad and Ibrahim! Move ahead of your uncle and your
Master, hold the horse strap for him. Fix his clothes and accompany him to
his house.”

Then Abul Hassan Musa ibn Ja'far (a.s.) gave me the glad tidings that |
would become the Caliph in private. He asked me to treat his son kindly
when | take over the rule. Then we returned. | was braver than my brothers
with my father. Then in private | asked him, “O Commander of the Faithful!
Who was this man whom you honored and respected so much? Who was
him for whom you stood up, went to welcome him, had him seated at the
head of the room, and you sat down in a lower position yourself? Who was
he for whom you ordered us to hold the horse strap?’ He said, “Thisis the
Divine Leader of the people, the Proof of God for His creatures, and His
Successor over His servants.” | said, “O Commander of the Faithful! Are
not all these characteristics yours? Are they not in you?” He said, “I am the
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peopl€’s leader on the surface and by force, but Musaibn Ja far (a.s.) isthe
True Divine Leader. O my son! By God, he (a.s.) more deserves to succeed
God’s Prophet (S) than me and all the other people. | swear by God that
even if you try to take away the rule from me, | will chop off your head. A
Kingdom is barren.”

When Harun decided to go from Medina to Mecca, he ordered that two-
hundred Dinars be put in a black bag. He faced Al-Fadhl ibn Rabee’ and
said, “Take this to Musa ibn Ja far and tell him, “The Commander of the
Faithful said that for the moment we are having hard times. Our presents
will be delivered to you later.”

| objected and said, “O Commander of the Faithful! You give five-
thousand Dinars or so much to the progeny of the Muhgjireen (emigrants),
the Ansar (helpers), other members of the Quraysh (tribe), the Hashemites,
and others whom you do not even know their family ties. However, are you
going to give only two-hundred Dinars to Musa ibn Jafar whom you
honored and respected so much?’ This is much less than what you gave all
the other people.” Harun said, “Shut up! Son of abitch! If | give him what |
promised to give him, | will not be safe from facing one-hundred thousand
men with swords from his followers and
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friends. This man's poverty, and the poverty of his members of

household is safer for me than their being wealthy and well-to-do.

When Mokhariq - the singer - saw this, he got mad. He went to (Harun)
Ar-Rashid and said, “O Commander of the Faithful! When | entered Medina
most of the people expected me to give them something. If | do not give
them anything before | leave they will not recognize the generosity of the
Commander of the Faithful with me, and my rank near you.” Then Harun
ordered that he be given ten-thousand Dinars. Again Mokhariq said, “O
Commander of the Faithful! This is for the people of Medina. | also have
some debts which | must pay back.” Then Harun ordered that he be given
another ten-thousand Dinars. Again Mokhariq said, “O Commander of the
Faithful! My daughters are about to get married. | need to prepare dowries
for them.” Then Harun ordered that he be given another ten-thousand
Dinars. Then Mokhariq said, “O Commander of the Faithful! Please
establish some wages for me so that the living expenses for my life, that of
my wife, my daughters and their spouses be paid for.” Harun ordered that a
land which had an annual income of ten-thousand Dinars be given to him.
He ordered that all this be immediately given to him.

Then Mokhariq immediately stood up and went to see Musa ibn Ja'far
(a.s.) and told him, “When | realized what this damned one has done to you,
| tricked him for your sake, and took thirty-thousand Dinars plus land which
has more than ten-thousand Dinars in annual income for you. O my Master!
| swear by God that | do not need any of this. | only took them for you. |
bear witness that this land is yours and | have brought you the money.

Imam Musaibn Jafar (a.s.) said, “May God give you blessings by means
of your property, and grant you good rewards. | will not take even one
Dirham or any of your land. | welcome your kindness and recognize your
good intentions. Return. May you be guided. And do not return to mein this
regard. He kissed the Imam’s hands and returned (to Harun).”

7-12 (The author of the book narrated) my father - may God be pleased
with him - narrated that Ali ibn Ibrahim ibn Hashem quoted on the authority
of hisfather, “I always|loved the Members of the Holy Household (a.s.), but
used to express my hatred for them in the presence of (Harun) Ar-Rashid in
order to get closer to him. When Ar-Rashid went
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on the Hajj pilgrimage, Muhammad, Al-Qasim and | accompanled him.

When he was in Medina, he gave permission for the people to come see
him. The last person to come was Musa ibn Ja far (a.s.). When Ar-Rashid
saw him, he moved and stared at the Imam (a.s.) until he reached the room
in which Ar-Rashid was. When he got closer, Ar-Rashid kneeled down,
hugged him and looking at him said, “O Abul Hassan (Al-Kazim (as.))!
How are you? And how is your wife? And how is your father’s wife? How
areyou? How are you doing?’

He kept asking him such questions, and the Imam (a.s.) kept saying,
“Fine, fine.” When he stood up, Ar-Rashid got up. Abul Hassan (a.s)
insisted that he remain seated and hugged him. Then he greeted him and
said farewell.

Al-Mamun said, “I was more daring than my brothers in the presence of
my father. When Abul Hassan Musa ibn Ja'far departed, | told my father,
“O Commander of the Faithful! Y ou treated this man in such away that you
never treated anyone of the descendants of the Immigrants, the Helpers, or
the Hashemites! Who was this man?’ Harun said, “O my son! This is the
Inheritor of the Knowledge of the Prophets. Thisis Musaibn Ja far. If you
want correct knowledge, he has it.” Al-Ma mun said, “From then on their
love was rooted in my heart.”

7-13 Muhammad ibn Ali Majiluwayh - may God be pleased with him -
narrated that Ali ibn Ibrahim ibn Hashem quoted on the authority of his
father that he had heard one of his companions say, “When (Harun) Ar-
Rashid imprisoned Musa ibn Ja far (a.s.), he could not see the daytime. He
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feared that Harun might kill him. Then Musaibn Ja far (a.s.) made ablutions
again, turned his face towards the Qibla, and said four units of prayersto the
Honorable the Exalted God. Then he prayed using the following
supplications.

The Imam (a.s.) said, “O my Master! Please save me from the hands of
Harun. O the Savior of the trees from the midst of mud, sand (and water)! O
the Savior of milk from the midst of excretions and blood”’!” O the Savior
of the offspring from the midst of the placenta and the uterus! O the Savior
of the fire from the midst of iron and stone! O the Savior of the soul from
the midst of the intestines! Save me from the hands of Harun.”
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The narrator of this tradition added, “When Musa (a.s.) said this prayer,
Harun saw a black man in his dream. He had a drawn out sword in his hand.
He stood over Harun’s head and said, “O Harun! Free Musa ibn Ja'far or |

will chop off your head with this sword.”

Then Harun feared the black man's awesomeness, and called in his

gatekeeper. The gatekeeper came in. Harun told him, “Go to the prison and
free Musaibn Ja far.”
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The narrator of this tradition added, “Then the gatekeeper left. When he
arrived at the jail he called in the prison guard. The prison guard asked,
“Who isit?” The gatekeeper said, “ The Caliph has called in Musaibn Ja' far.
Take him out of his cell and free him.” The prison guard said, “O Musal
The Caliph has called you in.” Then Musa (a.s.) got up frightened and said,
“He would not call me in tonight unless he had some wicked intentions
about me.”

Then he got up while he was crying and sad, worried for hislife. He went
to Harun while shaking.”® Then the Imam (a.s.) greeted Harun and Harun
greeted him back. Then Harun asked him, “1 swear to you by God to tell me
if you have made any supplications tonight?” The Imam (as.) said, “Yes.”
He asked, “What were they?” The Imam (as.) said, “I made another
ablution, said four units of prayers to the Honorable the Exalted God, raised
my head towards the sky and said, “O my Master! Please save me from the
hands of Harun and his wickedness.” The Imam (a.s.) told him the rest of
his supplications.

Then Harun said, “Indeed God accepted your prayer. O gatekeeper! Free
him!” Then Harun asked for three robes of honor to be given to him, gave
him his own horse, honored him and took the Imam (a.s.) for his own bosom
companion. Harun then said, “Recite that prayer for me.” The Imam (a.s.)
taught it to him.

The narrator of the tradition added, “He freed him and had his gatekeeper
accompany him to his house. From then on Musa ibn Jafar (a.s) was
honored and respected by Harun and went to see him every Thursday until
Harun imprisoned him again. This time he did not free him until he handed
him over to As-Sandi ibn Shahak who murdered him with poison.
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7-14 Abu Bakr Muhammad ibn Ali ibn Muhammad ibn Hatam narrated
that Abdullah ibn Bahr ash-Shaybani quoted on the authority of al-Khazri
Abul Abbas in Kufa, on the authority of a-Thowbani, “The common
practice of Abil Hassan Musa ibn Ja far for ten years (during his period of
imprisonment) was to fall into prostration from after sunrise until noon.
Sometimes Harun went to the roof of the building which overlooked the
prison and saw Abul Hassan (a.s.) while he was prostrating. He asked al-
Rabee’, “O Rabee'! What is this attire which | see here everyday in this
place?’ | said, “O Commander of the Faithful! Thisis not just some attire. It
isMusaibn Ja'far (a.s.) who prostrates every day from sunrise until noon.”
Al-Rabee’ said, “Harun told me, ‘He is one of the monastic members of the
Hashemites.” | said, ‘Then why do you treat him with such harshness in
prison? Harun said, ‘1 wish it wasn’'t so! | have no other choice.’”

N\

Notes

1. Asif heisready to die.

2. The cousin of Imam Al-Kazim (a.s.)

3. In other versions we read ‘ a-Basharieh.”

4. Harun's special gate-keeper.

5. In the Prophet’s mosgue in Medina.

6. Having made love to my dave-wife.

7. Qur'an, 21:111. This may refer to ar-Rashid.

8. The judge in the Abbasids court

9. The son of al-Mansoor ad-Dawaniqi, the father of Harun ar-Rashid

10. Abu Bakr who isfrom the Taym tribe

11. Umar who is from the Aday tribe

12. Referring to either Harun ar-Rashid or al-Mehdi - the Abbaside Caliphs

13. Qur'an, 8:72

14. Probably the tomb of the Prophet (S)

15. Qur'an, 6:38

16. Striking similitudes or drawing comparisons between unclear issues and clear issues
is one of the major means of issuing decrees among most of the Sunni scholars. This was
first practiced in the eighth century A.D. by Abu Hanifeh. The Immaculate Imams
especialy Imam Jafar As-Sadiq (as.) seriously opposed this practice. Imam As-Sadiq
(as.) has said, “Should we try to find the traditions of God's Prophet (S) by striking
similitudes, the religion will slowly be destroyed.”

17. Qur'an, 6:84-85

18. Qur'an, 3:61

19. Qur'an, 21:60

20. To seethe end of the (Arabic) month of Ramadhan.
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21. ‘Eid ul-Adha is a festival that is celebrated on the 10th of Dhul-Hajja and marks the
close of the Hajj ceremony or Pilgrimage to the Kaaba. The ‘Eid is celebrated with great
solemnity and reverence everywhere. Like ‘Eid ul-Fitr, Muslims make preparations several
days before the festival. The animals to be sacrificed are bought well before the ‘Eid day by
those who can afford to do so.

22. People get killed for it to survive, even relatives

23. ‘Mohajereen: those who immigrated from Mecca to Medina along with the Prophet
)

24. The *Ansar in Medina: those who aided the Prophet (S) and his followers

25. Imam Al-Kazim (Musaibn Ja'far (as.))

26. Thistradition no. 7-11 did not exist in the “al-Atigeh” (old) version of the book.

27. “And verily in cattle (too) will ye find an instructive sign. From what is within their
bodies between excretions and blood, We produce, for your drink, milk, pure and agreeable
to those who drink it.”[Qur'an, 16:66]

28. This seems to be incorrect. It must have been added in by the narrator to make the
tradition sound better!
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Chapter 8: Traditionson the Death of Abi Ibrahim
Musa lbn Ja'far Ibn Muhammad Ibn Ali Ibn Al-

Husayn (a.s.)

8-1 Muhammad ibn Al-Hassan ibn Ahmad ibn al-Waleed - may God be
pleased with him - narrated that Muhammad ibn Al-Hassan al-Saffar and
Sa'd ibn Abdullah quoted on the authority of Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn
Isa, on the authority of Al-Hassan ibn Ali ibn Yagteen, on the authority of
his brother Al-Husayn, on the authority of his father Ali ibn Yagteen,
“Harun Ar-Rashid was looking for someone who could make fun of Abil
Hassan Musaibn Ja'far (a.s.), belittle him and defeat him in argumentsin a
meeting. A magician volunteered to do so. When they spread the table to
eat, the magician put a spell on the bread so that whenever Abul Hassan
wanted to grab a piece of bread to eat, it would fly away from his hands.
Harun was very pleased and laughed a lot at this. Then Abul Hassan turned
to the picture of alion which was on a portrait and said, “O Lion! Seize this
enemy of God!” The narrator of the tradition added, “ Then the picture of the
lion turned into a big lion, jumped on the magician, and tore him up.”
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Then Harun and all his companions who were present were watching got
scared, fainted and fell down. When they regained consciousness, Harun
told Abil Hassan (a.s.), “I beg you by the right | have over you to ask the
picture to return that man.” Then the Imam (a.s.) said, “If the Cane of Moses
(as.) returned the canes and the ropes which it swallowed, this picture will
also return that man.” The narrator of this tradition added, “ This was one of
the most important reasons why the Imam (a.s.) was martyred.”*

8-2 (The author of the book narrated) my father - may God be pleased
with him - narrated that Sa'd ibn Abdullah quoted on the authority of
Muhammad ibn Isa al-Y agteeni, on the authority of Al-Hassan Muhammad
ibn Bashshar, “One of the elders of the Qatia al-Rabee’ who is an honest
Sunni told me that he has seen one of the Members of the Holy Household
whom the people confess to be noble. He said that he has not seen anyone
like him in nobility regarding piety and worshipping.” Hassan ibn
Muhammad asked, “Who do you mean? How did you find him?’ He
replied, “There were eighty of us who gathered around As-Sandi ibn
Shahak. Then he brought in Musa ibn Ja far (a.s.). As-Sandi told us, “Look
at this man. Has anything been done to him? The people think that
something wrong has been done to him. They say alot of these things. This
is his house. This is his seat where he is comfortable. The Commander of
the Faithful (Harun) does not have any bad intentions regarding him (a.s.).
He iswaiting for him to go there and converse with each other. Look at him.
He is perfectly healthy. Ask him.” The narrator added, “The Imam (a.s.)
said, “Regarding my convenience, heisright.

However, | want to let you know that | have been poisoned with nine
dates. My body will turn green tomorrow and | will die the following
morning.” The narrator added, “ Then | looked at As-Sandi ibn Shahak. His
body was shaking like a willow tree.” Al-Hassan ibn Muhammad says,
“This Sunni man was one of the pious Sunnis. He was an elder whose words
were accepted, and he was trusted by the people.”

8-3 Muhammad ibn Ibrahim ibn Ishag a-Taligani - may God be pleased
with him - narrated that Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Amer quoted on the
authority of Al-Hassan ibn Muhammad al-Qat’ aye, on the authority of Al-
Hassan ibn Ali an-Nakhkhas a-Adl, on the authority of Al-Hassan
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ibn Abdul Wahid al-Khazzaz, on the authority of Ali ibn Ja far ibn Umar,

on the authority of Umar ibn Vagid, on the authority of Umar ibn Waqid,

“One night | was in Baghdad when As-Sandi ibn Shahak sent someone after

me. | feared that he might have some bad intentions regarding me. | gave the

necessary instructions to my wife and said, ‘From God we are, and unto

Him is our return.” Then | went to see him. When As-Sandi ibn Shahak saw

me, he said, ‘O Aba Hafs (Umar ibn Waqid)! It seems that | have scared

you. | said, 'Yes. You did.’ He said, ‘I have caled you in for a good
reason.” | said, ' Then send someone to my house to inform them so that they
no longer worry.” He said, 'Fine.’” Then As-Sindi ibn Shahak added, 'O Aba

Hafs! Do you know why | sent for you?' | said, ‘No.” He said, Do you

know Musaibn Ja'far? | said, 'By God, yes | do. | have known him for a

long time and we are friends.” He said, ‘Who do you know in Baghdad who

knows him and whose words the people would accept? | mentioned some
names. | thought that he (a.s.) had died. As-Sandi called them in and asked
them, ‘Do you know anyone who knows Musa ibn Jafar (as.)? They
mentioned a few names. He called them in too. By the time of the morning
more than fifty people who knew Musa ibn Ja far (a.s.) and had been in his
company for sometime were called in.”

The narrator added, “ Then As-Sindi stood up and went to the other room.

We said our prayers. Then his secretary came in with a list in which he

recorded our names, our addresses, our jobs and our characteristics. Then he
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returned to As-Sandi. Then As-Sandi came out of the room and pointed at
me with his finger and said, “O Aba Hafs! Stand up.” | stood up. So did the
rest. We al went into the room. He told me, “O Aba Hafs! Remove the
cover from Musaibn Ja far’sface.” | removed the cover and saw that he had
died. Then | cried and said, “From God we are, and unto Himis our return!”
Then As-Sandi said, “All of you look!” They moved ahead one by one and
looked. Then he asked us, “Will you all testify that he is Musa ibn Ja far
(a.s.)?” He then told his servant, “Throw a handkerchief over his penis and
remove the whole cover.” The servant did that. As-Sandi said, “Do you see
any injuries or signs of being choked on hisbody?” We all said, “No. We do
not see anything on him. We see that he has died naturally.” He said, “Do
not leave here until you perform the major ritual ablutions for the dead,
shroud him (and bury him).”
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The narrator added, “We did not leave there until we performed the ritual
ablutions, shrouded him, and carried him (to the place for praying). Then

As-Sindi ibn Shahak said the prayers for him. Then we buried him and
returned.”
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Umar ibn Wagid constantly said, “No one is more knowledgeable than
me about Musa ibn Ja'far. How can they claim that he is aive while |
myself was present when we buried him?”

8-4 Muhammad ibn Ibrahim ibn Ishaq al-Talegani - may God be pleased
with him - narrated that Al-Hassan ibn Ali ibn Zakariya from Medina who
guoted on the authority of Abu Abdullah Muhammad ibn Khalilan, on the
authority of his father, on the authority of his grandfather, on the authority
of Attab ibn Osayd who narrated that he had heard from a group of the
Sheikhs from Medina, “Fifteen years of the rule of Harun Ar-Rashid had
passed when God'’s friend - Musa ibn Ja'far (a.s.) was martyred. He was
poisoned by As-Sindi ibn Shahak upon the orders of Ar-Rashid while
imprisoned in the well-known jail called “Dar al-Mosayyab” in Bab al-Kufa
in which As-Sidreh is located. The Imam (a.s.) went to the Paradise of the
Sublime God and to His Nobleness on Friday of the fifth day of the (Arabic)
month of Rgjab in the year 183 A.H. (798 A.D.). He was fifty-four years old
then. And his tomb is in the western part of Madinatus Salam in a shrine
known as the cemetery of the Quraysh’.

8-5 Abdul Wahid Muhammad ibn Ubdoos a-Neishaboori al-Attar in
Neishaboor narrated in the year 352 A.H. (962 A.D.) that Ali ibn
Muhammad ibn Qutayba al-Neishaboori quoted on the authority of Al-
Hassan ibn Abdullah al-Sayrafi, on the authority of his father, “Musa ibn
Jafar was killed by As-Sindi ibn Shahak. They put his corpse in a coffin
and announced, ‘Thisis the Leader of the Shiites. Get to know him.” When
they brought his body to the police station, they had four people announce,
‘Whoever wants to see this wicked man - the son of a wicked man - should
come forward.” Then Soleiman ibn Abi Ja' far (Harun’ s uncle) left his palace
and went to the river bank. Then he heard some sounds. He asked his maids
and servants, ‘What is this? They replied, ‘As-Sindi ibn Shahak is calling
the people to come over to view the corpse of Musa ibn Jafar (as.).’
Soleiman ibn Abi Ja'far told his children and servants, ‘ Soon they will go to
the west of the town. When they are
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passing there, you should go there aong with the servants. Take the
corpse away from them. Beat them up if they resist, and tear off their black
uniforms (i.e. police uniforms).” When they were carrying the corpse from
that part of town, the servants went there, beat them up, tore off their black
uniforms, and took the corpse and announced, “Whoever wants to see the
purest of the pure - that is Musa ibn Ja'far (a.s.) should come now.” The
people gathered together there and performed the major ritual ablutions for
the dead. They embalmed him using expensive embalmment. They
shrouded him in Yemen shrouds worth two-thousand five hundred Dinars
on which the Quran was transcribed. Then Soleiman pursued the corpse in
the funeral procession in bare feet, without any turbans and with his shirt
torn. They took him to the Quraysh cemetery. Then they buried him (a.s.)
there. The news was written to Harun Ar-Rashid. Then Ar-Rashid wrote
Soleiman ibn Abi Ja'far and expressed his greetings and said, ‘May God
grant you the best rewards. | swear by God that As-Sindi ibn Shahak - may
God damn him - did not do this based on my orders.’”

8-6 Tamim ibn Abdullah ibn Tamim a-Qurashi - may God be pleased
with him - narrated that his father quoted on the authority of Ahmad ibn Ali
Al-Ansari, on the authority of Soleiman ibn Ja'far a-Basri, on the authority
of Umar ibn Wagid, “When Harun Ar-Rashid got worried about the noble
characterigtics of Musa ibn Ja far (a.s.) and the news he received from the
followers of Imam Musa ibn Ja far (a.s.) regarding his Divine Leadership,
and their secret associations with him in the daytime and at night, he feared
for himself and his rule. Then he thought of killing him with poison. Then
he asked for some dates and ate some. Then he placed twenty dates on a
tray, dipped a piece of thread in poison, and placed the date on a needle. He
then thoroughly poisoned one of the dates with that thread until he was sure
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that the poison has penetrated it. He did this several times and then placed
the date among the other dates. He called in his servant and told him, “Take
this tray of dates to Musa ibn Ja far and tell him, “The Commander of the
Faithful has eaten dates, and has left some for you. Please | beg you to eat
them al since | have hand picked them for you myself.” He told the servant
to make sure that no dates were left and that no one else should eat any of
the dates. The servant delivered the dates and the message. The Imam (a.s.)
said, “Bring me some toothpicks.” The servant brought him toothpicks and
stood in
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front of him while the Imam (as.) ate dates. Harun Ar-Rashid had a
female dog which was very dear to him. The dog exerted an effort to free
itself from the golden chains and jewels and went to Musa ibn Ja'far (a.s.).
The Imam (a.s.) put the poisoned date on the toothpick and threw it for the
dog. The dog ate the date and immediately fell down on the ground and died
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while his meat was falling off his bones piece by piece.® The Imam (a.s.) ate
the rest of the dates. The servant took the tray back to Ar-Rashid. Harun
asked him, “Did he eat al the dates?” The servant said, “O Commander of
the Faithful (Harun)! Yes.” Harun asked, “How did you find him?’ The
servant said, “O Commander of the Faithful! | saw nothing wrong with
him.”

The narrator of the tradition added, “Then the news of the female dog
and how it had fallen down with its meat being separated from its bones
piece by piece and its death reached Harun. This was hard on him. He went
to see the dog. He saw how the dog’s meat had separated from its bones and
died. He called in the servant, asked for a sword and a rug. He told the
servant, “Tell me the truth about the dates or | will kill you.” The servant
said, “O Commander of the Faithful! | delivered the dates to Musaibn Ja' far
and delivered your greetings to him and stood right in front of him. He
asked me for a toothpick. | brought him one. He put the toothpick into the
dates and ate them one by one. Then the dog came there. He placed the
tooth pick in one of the dates and threw it for the dog. The dog ate it. He
continued eating the rest of the dates. O Commander of the Faithful! Then
what you see happened.” Harun Ar-Rashid said, “We did not gain any
benefits from Musa. We fed him the best of our dates, wasted our poison
and got our dog killed. There is no solution for Musaibn Ja far.”

The narrator of the tradition added, “ Then our Master Musa (a.s.) called
in Mosayyab three days before his death. Mosayyab was his prison guard.
The Imam (a.s) said, “O Mosayyab!” He said, “Yes. My Master!” The
Imam (a.s.) said, “I will be going to Medina, the town of my grandfather,
i.e. God's Prophet (S) in order to instruct my son Ali Al-Ridha (as.)
according to what my father had instructed me to do, and establish him as
my Trustee and Successor, and deliver my orders to him.” Mosayyab said,
“O my Master! How do you order me to open the doors for you while there
are also other prison guards with me?” The Imam (a.s.) said, “O Mosayyab!
Your belief in the Honorable the Exalted God regarding usis
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weak.” He said, “No, my Master!” The Imam (a.s.) said, “Then wait.” He
said, “O my Master! Please pray for me to get more firmly established in
faith.” Then the Imam (a.s.) said, “I invoke the Honorable the Exalted God
by His Great Name - by which Asif had invoked Him, and magically
brought Belgees' (queen of Saba’) Couch there and placed it in front of
Solomon before the wink of an eye - to bring me (Al-Kazim (a.s.) and my
son Ali Al-Ridha (a.s.) together in Medina” Mosayyab added, “Then |
heard Al-Kazim (a.s.) pray and suddenly he (a.s.) was no longer where he
was standing to pray. As | was standing there, 1 saw him (a.s.) reappear
there again, and tie the chains to his own feet. At that time | fell in
prostration to God to thank Him for this Divine Knowledge, i.e. the
recognition of the Divine Leader (a.s.). Imam Al-Kazim (a.s.) told me, “O
Mosayyab! Raise your head. Beware that | will depart to the Honorable the
Exalted God three days from now.” Mosayyab added, “Then | cried.” He
(as.) told me, “O Mosayyab! Do not cry. My son Ali (Al-Ridha (as.) is
your Divine Leader, and your next Master! Therefore, adhere to his Mastery
since you will never be at aloss as long as you are with him (a.s.).” | said,

“Praise be to God.”

Mosayyab added, “Then my Master Al-Kazim (a.s.) called me in on the
night of the third day and told me, ‘It is time for me to go to the Honorable
the Exalted God. When | ask you for water and drink it, you will see that my
stomach gets bloated and swollen. My color will turn yellow, red and green.
It will turn into different colors. Then inform that oppressor (Harun) about
my death. When you see me that way do not inform anyone else. Also do
not tell the one who will come to me until after | die.””

Mosayyab ibn Zohayr said, “| was constantly watching Al-Kazim (a.s.)
until he (a.s.) called me and asked for some water and drank it.” Then he
(as.) called me and said, “O Mosayyab! This wicked As-Sindi ibn Shahak
thinks that after | pass away, he will take charge of performing the ritual
ablutions for me himself. No. This will never be the case. When they take
me to the cemetery known as the Quraysh cemetery, bury me there. Do not

raise my tomb higher than four opened fingers. And do not take any of the
dirt from my tomb to be blessed by, since the dirt from the tombs of all of us
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is forbidden except for that of my grandfather - Al-Husayn ibn Ali (a.s.)
which the Sublime God has established as a means of healing for our
followers and friends.
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Mosayyab added, “Then | saw someone who looked very much like him
sitting next to him. | had seen my Master Al-Ridha (a.s.) when he was
young. | wanted to ask him questions but my Master Musa (a.s.) asked me,
‘O Mosayyab! Did | not admonish you before? | kept waiting until he (a.s.)
perished, and that person disappeared. Then | informed Harun Ar-Rashid.
As-Sindi ibn Shahak came. | swear by God that | saw them with my own
eyes that they thought they were performing the major ritual ablutions for
the dead, but their hands could not reach him. They thought they were
placing the embalmment on him and shrouding him, but they could not do
anything for him. It was that person* who was placing the embalmment on
him and shrouding him. They could see him, but could not tell who he was.
They pretended that he was just helping them. When that person got
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finished he told me, “If you had any doubts about me, be no longer in doubt.
| am your Divine Leader, your Master, and God's Proof for you after my
father (a.s.). O Mosayyab! The similitude of me is like that of the honest
Joseph (a.s.). Their similitude is like that of Joseph’s (a.s.) brothers who
came to him. Joseph (a.s.) knew them but they could not recognize him.”

Then they carried him (as.) and buried him in the cemetery of the
Quraysh, and did not raise his tomb more than he had ordered it to be raised.
The tomb was raised later, and a building was constructed over it.

8-7 Ahmad ibn Ziyad ibn Ja far al-Hamadani - may God be pleased with
him - narrated that Ali ibn Ibrahim ibn Hashem quoted on the authority of
his father, on the authority of Soleiman ibn Hafs al-Marwazi, “Harun Ar-
Rashid arrested Musa ibn Ja far (a.s.) in the year 179 A.H. (794 A.D.). He
(a.s) died in prison at Baghdad on the twenty-fourth or twenty-fifth day of
the (Arabic) month of Rajab in the year 183 A.H. (798 A.D.) when he was
54 years old. He was buried in the cemetery of the Quraysh. He served as a
Divine Leader for 35 years and a few months. His mother was an Umm
Walad who was called Hamida. She was also the mother of his brothers
Ishaq and Muhammad - the sons of Jafar (a.s). Musa ibn Jafar (as.)
clearly appointed his son Ali ibn Musa Al-Ridha (a.s.) asthe Divine Leader
after him.

8-8 Ahmad ibn Ziyad ibn Ja' far al-Hamadani - may God be pleased with
him - narrated that Ali ibn Ibrahim ibn Hashem quoted on the authority of
his father, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Sadaqaal -Anbari,
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“When Abu lbrahim Musa ibn Jafar (as.) passed away, Harun Ar-
Rashid gathered together all the elders of the Talibite (from the progeny of
Abu Talib) and Abbasid clans, and other people from the country including
the judges. He brought in the corpse of Abu Ibrahim Musa ibn Ja far (a.s.)
and said, “This is Musa ibn Jafar who has died naturally. There was
nothing between us for me to ask God for forgiveness - that is murdering
him.> Look at him. Do you see any injuries or signs of being choked on
him?” Seventy of the Shiites went there and looked at him (a.s.). They did
not find any traces of injury or signs of being choked on his body. There
was signs of Henna® on his feet. Then Soleiman ibn Abi Ja'far performed
the major ritual ablutions for the dead, covered him in his shroud, and
followed the corpse with bare feet and without wearing a turban.”

The author of this book (a.s.heikh Sadooq) said, “I have included these
traditions here in this book in order to refute the Wagjifites’ who consider
Musaibn Ja'far (as.) to be alive and deny the Divine Leadership of Imam
Al-Ridha (a.s.) and the other Imams (a.s.) who came after him. Once the
demise of Musaibn Ja'far (as.) is established, their sect will be invalidated.
Regarding these traditions they say, “Indeed As-Sadiq (a.s.) said, ‘Only a
Divine Leader performs the major ritual ablutions for the dead when a
Divine Leader passes away.” They argue that if our claim that Al-Ridha
(as.) isaDivine Leader wastrue, then Al-Ridha (a.s.) should have done the
major ritual ablutions for the dead when Musa ibn Ja far (a.s.) died, while
according to this tradition someone else did that. Their reasoning is not
acceptable for us since As-Sadig (a.s.) has admonished that people other
than the Divine Leaders should not perform the major ritual ablutions for
the dead. Thus, if someone who is not a Divine Leader doesthisact whichis
admonished against, the Divine Leadership of the following Divine Leader
is not violated. Imam As-Sadiq (a.s.) has never said that whoever performs
the magjor ritual ablutions for the dead for a Divine Leader will be the next
Divine Leader. Therefore, they have no case to present using this tradition.

Moreover, we read in some traditions that Al-Ridha’ (a.s.) did perform
the major ritual ablutions for the dead when his father Musa ibn Ja'far (a.s.)
was killed. However, this was done in hiding and only a few people are
aware of it. The Wagifites do not deny that the Divine Leaders are permitted
by the Sublime God to travel long distancesin no time.”
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8-9 Ja' far ibn Muhammad ibn Masroor - may God be pleased with him -
narrated that Al-Husayn ibn Muhammad ibn A’ mir quoted on the authority
of a-Mo’'alaibn Muhammad al-Basri, on the authority of Ali ibn Ribat, “I
told Ali ibn Musa Al-Ridha (a.s.) that | know a man who says that your
father (a.s.) is alive and that you know about this. Al-Ridha (a.s.) said,
Glory be to God! How could God's Messenger (a.s.) die and Musa ibn
Jafar (as.) not die? Yes. By God, he (as.) died, and his property was
divided and his slave wives were married off to others.”

8-10 (The author of the book narrated) my father - may God be pleased
with him - narrated that Ali ibn Ibrahim ibn Hashem quoted on the authority
of Muhammad ibn Isa al-Y agteeni, on the authority of Ahmad ibn Abdullah
al-Gharawi, on the authority of his father, “I visited Al-Fadhl ibn al-Rabee’
while he was sitting on the roof of his house. He told me, *Come closer to
me.’ | went closer to him to the extent that | stood beside him.” Then hetold

f
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me, ‘Overlook into the house.” Then he asked, ‘What can you see in the
house? | replied ‘| see a garment (thrown on the ground).” He said, ‘ Take a
better look!” Then | took a better look and said, ‘| see a man prostrating in
prayer.” He asked, ‘Can you recognize the man? | said, ‘No, | can't.” He
said, ‘That is your master.’ | said, 'Which master? He said, ‘Are you
pretending you don’t know? | said, ‘1 am not pretending, but | do not know
that | have a master.” He said, ‘ That is Abul Hassan Musa ibn Jafar (a.s.). |
watch him day and night. | never found him in any state other than what |
will tell you. He (as.) says the morning prayers. Then he (as.) says the
supplications after the prayer for sometime until sunrise. Then he (a.s.) falls
to prostration and remains prostrating until the sun comes near to
descending (from its midday zenith). He (as.) has ordered someone to
inform him about the sun's coming near to descending. | do not know when
they tell him that the sun has come near to descending. However, he (a.s.)
suddenly stands up and begins to say his prayers without renewing his ritual
ablutions. So | can tell that he (a.s.) does not go to sleep during the period of
his prostration nor does he slumber.

He (a.s.) continues to pray until he (a.s.) finishes saying the afternoon
prayers. When he (a.s.) finishes saying his afternoon prayer, he (as.) fals
into prostration. Then he (a.s.) stays in the state of prostration until sunset.
When the sun sets, he (a.s.) raises his head and says the evening prayers
without renewing his ablutions. He (a.s.) continues to pray and says the
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supplications after the prayer until he (as.) finishes saying his night
prayers. When he (a.s.) finishes saying his night prayers, he (a.s.) breaks his
fast by eating some roasted meat which they bring for him. Then he (a.s)
renews the ritual ablution and falls into prostration. Then he (a.s.) raises his
head and sleeps for a short time.

Then he (a.s.) gets up and renews his ritual ablutions and stands up to
pray in the middle of the night until dawn. | do not know when they inform
him that the dawn has come, but | see that he (a.s.) suddenly stands up and
says the morning prayers. This has been his behavior since he (a.s.) has been
handed over to me.’

| said, ‘Fear God! Do not do what would result in the termination of
blessings. You know well that the blessings given to anyone who does any
evil deeds to any member of this Household will be taken away from him.’

The guard replied, ‘ They sent for me several times and ordered me to kill
him, but | did not accept this and informed them that | would not do that. |
would not do that even if they kill me.’| After some time, the Imam (a.s.)
was turned over to Al-Fadhl ibn Y ahya Al-Barmaki who imprisoned him for
a few days. For three days and nights Al-Fadhl ibn al-Rabee’ brought him
food. But on the fourth night they brought him food from Al-Fadhl ibn
Y ahya. Then he (the Imam (a.s.)) raised his hands towards the sky and said,
‘O Lord! You know best that if | had eaten this before the day, | would have
assisted my murderer myself.” Then he (Abul Hassan Musa ibn Jafar (a.s.))
ate it and fell ill. They brought a doctor for him (a.s.) the following
morning. He (a.s.) showed the doctor the bruise that had developed on his
hand which was the effect of the poison that had gathered in that location
which they had fed him. The doctor faced them and said, ‘By God! He
knows best what you have done to him.” Then the Imam (a.s.) passed
away.”
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Notes

1. It has been reported that this tradition cannot be found in the ‘Atigeh’ script of this
book, and it might be made up and added into some of the versions.

2. This cemetery is located at the Tin Gate. It had been used for the Hashemites and the
noble people for along time.

3. It seems that this is a made-up story. The chain of narrators of this tradition are not
reliable.

4. Hisson Al-Ridha’ (a.s)

5. He meant that he has not killed the Imam (a.s.).

6. Henna comes from the leaves of the plant with the same name. These are crushed into
a green powder, that is being sold in sugs all over the Arab world. To this powder, water is
added, so that it becomes a dough that is put to the body. After leaving the dough on the
body for some time, up to 2 hours, a deep orange colour is left on the wkin that will slowly
fade away over a period of 2-3 weeks.The Henna is often arranged to intricate patterns, and
it is the hands or the feet that are decorated. Henna is used almost only by women, and isin
our days used by women that are in the age where beautifying is natura - young women
that are ready to get married, or women that have a romantic relationship with their
husbands. Henna is considered very sensual by both men and women, even if the Henna is
applied to the parts of the body that are exposed in public. This aso applies to married
women. Henna is also used for dying hair, but is seldom used for colouring other items, like
clothes.

7. The Wagifites are those who believe that Divine Leadership ended at the Imammate
of Imam Musa Al-Kazim (a.s.) and do not recognize the Divine Leadership of the Imams
who came after him.
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Chapter 9: The Descendants Of God's Prophet (S)
Said To Have Been Killed By Ar-Rashid In One Night
After Poisoning Musa lbn Ja'far (a.s.) - Besides Those

Killed By Others

9-1 Abul Hassan Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Al-Husayn al-Bazzaz
guoted on the authority of Abu Tahir As-Samani on the authority of Abul
Qasim Bishr ibn Muhammad, on the authority of Abul Husayn Ahmad ibn
Mahan, on the authority of Ubaydillah al-Bazzaz al-Neishaboori who was
an old man, “Homayd ibn Qahtaba Al-Taee At-Toosi and | made a dedl. |
went on ajourney to see him. He was informed of my arrival and called me
in. | went to see him wearing the clothes with which | had been traveling in
at noon. This happened in the (Arabic) month of Ramadhan. Once | entered,
| saw him sitting in a house from the middle of which a stream of water was
flowing. | greeted him and sat down. They brought a pan and a jar. He
washed his hands and then he ordered me to wash mine. They spread out the
tablecloth and | forgot that | was fasting and it was the (Arabic) month of
Ramadhan.! | started to eat, then | remembered and stopped eating. Homayd
said, “Why aren't you eating?’ | said, “O Amir! It is the (Arabic) month of
Ramadhan and | am neither ill, nor do | have an excuse not to fast. It may be
that the Amir has an illness, or an excuse due to which you are breaking
your fast.” He said, “No, | am not ill, nor do | have an excuse allowing me
to break my fast. | am perfectly healthy. Then his eyes filled with tears and
he cried. Then after he finished eating, | said, “O Amir! What made you
cry?’ He said, “One night when Harun Ar-Rashid was in Toos, he sent
someone to call mein. When | entered, | saw alit candle and a green sword
drawn out of its sheath in front of him. A servant was standing in front of
him. When | stood in front of him, he raised his head and asked me, “How
much will you obey the Commander of the Faithful (meaning himself)?’ |
said, “I am at your service with my wealth and my life.” He looked down
and dismissed me. | went home. A short time later, the same man came and
said, “The Commander of the Faithful has called you in again.” | told
myself, “To God is our return.” | found out that he wanted to kill me, but
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was too shy to do it the last time | went there. | went to see him again. He
asked, “How much will you obey the Commander of the Faithful (the
caiph)?’ | said, “With my life, my wealth, my wife and my children.” He
laughed and dismissed me again. As soon as | reached home again, the same
messenger came to me and said, “ The Commander of the Faithful has called
you in.” Then | went to see him again. He raised his head as he had done
before and asked, “How much do you obey the Commander of the
Faithful?’ | said, “With my life, my wealth, my wife, my children and my
religion.” Then he laughed and said, “ Take this sword, and do whatever this
servant orders you to do.” The servant picked up the sword, handed it to me
and took me to a house. The door was locked. He unlocked it. There was a
well in the middle, and there were three locked rooms. He opened one of the
doors. There were twenty people imprisoned there. Their hair had grown
long. The servant said, “The Commander of the Faithful has ordered you to
kill them.” They were all descendants of the Prophet (S). The servant
brought them out one by one. | beheaded them. The servant dropped their
heads and their corpses into the well. Then he unlocked the other door.
There were another twenty descendants of the Prophet (S) imprisoned there.
He said, “The Commander of the Faithful has ordered you to kill them.”
Then he opened the door and brought them out one at a time. | beheaded
them. He dropped the corpses in the well. All twenty were killed. Then he
opened the door of the third room. There were twenty other descendants of
the Prophet (S) with long hair in chains there. The servant said, “The
Commander of the Faithful has ordered you to kill them.” He brought them
out of the room one by one. | beheaded them, and the servant dropped them
in the well. Nineteen of them were killed in this way. Then an old man with
long white hair was left. He faced me and said, “O wicked one! May you be
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destroyed! What excuse will you have when you are brought on the
Resurrection Day to face our grandfather, God's Prophet (S), for killing
sixty of his descendants?’ Then my hands started to shake and my body was
shivering. The servant looked at me angrily and yelled at me. | walked
ahead and killed that old man. The servant dropped his corpse in the well.
What is the benefit of praying and fasting for me now that | have killed sixty
descendants of God's Prophet (S)? | have no doubt that | will reside in Hell
forever.”
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The author of this book (a.s.heikh Sadooq) said, “Such behaviour with
the descendants of the Prophet of God (a.s.) were also carried out by
Mansour (Dawaniqji).”
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9-2 Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Al-Husayn al-Bazzaz narrated that Abu
Mansour Al-Motarriz quoted on the authority of al-Hakim Aba Ahmad
Muhammad ibn Muhammad ibn Ishaq al-Anmati an-Neishaboori with a
documented chain, “When Mansour was constructing buildings in Baghdad,
he diligently searched for the Alawi ds.®> Whenever Mansour caught one of
them, he would place that person inside the empty pillars and cover them
with bricks and plaster. Once he captured a handsome young fellow with
black hair from the descendants of God's Prophet (S). He handed him over
to the builder, and ordered that he should be placed inside the pillar and
covered with bricks and plaster. Mansour appointed one he trusted to
oversee this. The builder put that young man inside the pillar. However, he
felt sorry for him and left a hole for him to breathe from. He told him, “Do
not worry. Wait and | will come to save you tonight.” When the night fell,
the builder freed that young man from the pillar and said, “Be careful not to
risk my life and the lives of my workers. Hide yourself. The reason that |
saved you in this dark night is that | was afraid that if | leave you in that
pillar, your grandfather - God's Prophet (S) might become my enemy at the
threshold of God on the Resurrection Day.” He then used one of histools to
cut some of that young man's hair and said, “Hide yourself. Do not go back
to see your mother.” The young man said, “Fine. Inform my mother about
my being saved and my escape so that she gets less upset and cries less. Tell
her that | cannot return to her.” The young man escaped and it never became
clear where he went. The builder said, “ The young man gave me the address
of his mother and something as a sign of him. | went there. | heard someone
cry like the sound of bees. | realized that it was his mother who was crying.
| went to see her, told her what had happened and gave her the hair. Then |
returned home.”*
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Notes

1. Note that fasting is forbidden for those who are on a journey. The speaker has either
forgotten this or isa Sunni.

2. It should be noted that Homayd ibn Qahtaba died while he was the governor of
Khorasan in the year 776 A.D. (159 A.H.) during the reign of the Abbassid Mehdi.
Historical records show that Mehdi appointed Abu Oan AbdulMalik ibn Yazeen as the
governor of Khorasan after him. This event seems to have taken place during the reign of
Mehdi or Mansoor since historical records indicate Harun became the Caliph in 787 A.D.
(170 A.H.), and went to Khorasan at the end of his life. He died in Toos in the year 809
A.D. (193 A.H.) and joined eterna torture. How could they have been together at the same
time? It should also be noted that Homayd was one if the well-known characters in the
Abbassid reign. He was once the governor of Egypt. He had been the governor of Basra
Finaly, he became the governor of Khorasan. It seems unlikely that such deeds are handed
over to such famous people. It seems that this story was made up to show the extent of
cruelty of the Abbassids and their animosity towards the household of God's Prophet (S).
They wanted to make the uneducated public and the uninformed followers of the Umayyad
and the Abbasid rulers realize that these people were not the true successors of God's
Prophet (S). The intention is good, but the story is not documented. It may also be that the
Shiites' opponents, who wanted to introduce the Shiites as liars, made up this story. Thisis
not unlikely since the names mentioned in the chain of transmission are not recognizable.
They are unknown. Finally, we must mention that this is an historical event, not a tradition.
Itsrejection will not cause any problems.

3. Descendants of Imam Ali (a.s)

4. We should note that such historical events require credible documentation to be
authenticated. Placing the descendants of God's Prophet (S) in the middle of pillars is not
such a simple matter that can be reported by one or two people, but not be recorded in
historical documents. They are like the news of the caler to prayer falling down from the
main city mosque's place of calling to prayer and no one hearing about it, or no one
announces it except for one person. In such a case the silence of the others implies its
denial. Although there is no doubt about the cruelty of oppressive rulers, and they might
have even committed worse crimes than this, we should not accept whatever is said or
written. It is not clear whether the author - may God have mercy upon him - has presented
these events as authentic accounts, or has just found them in other books that existed before
and hasincluded them here.
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Chapter 10: On Reasons For The Formation Of The
Wagqifites

Chapter 10: On Reasons For The Formation Of The Wagifites"

10-1 Ali ibn Abdillah al-Warrag - may God be pleased with him -
narrated that Sa’'d ibn Abdillah quoted on the authority of Ahmad ibn Abi
Abdillah al-Barqi, on the authority of his father, on the authority of Rabi ibn
Abdurrahman, “I swear by God that Musa ibn Jafar (a.s.) was extremely
intelligent. He knew those who will stop believing in Divine Leadership
after him, and not accept the next Divine Leaders. However, he (as.)
guenched his anger and did not divulge what he (a.s.) knew about them.
That iswhy he (a.s.) is called 'Kazim.™

10-2 Muhammad ibn Al-Hassan ibn Ahmad ibn al-Waleed - may God be
pleased with him - narrated that Muhammad ibn Y ahya al-Attar quoted on
the authority of Ahmad ibn Al-Husayn ibn Saeed, on the authority of
Muhammad ibn Jomhoor, on the authority of Ahmad ibn Al-Fadhl, on the
authority of Yunus ibn Abdurrahman, “A lot of wealth was collected and
was in the possession of each of the representatives of Abul Hassan (a.s.)
when he (a.s.) passed away. This was a reason they denied his death, and
considered the Imamate to be terminated with him (a.s.). Ziyad al-Qandi had
seventy-thousand Dinars, and Ali ibn Abi Hamzeh had thirty-thousand
Dinars (for example). When | noted this and the truth became clear to me,
and | recognized that Abil Hassan Al-Ridha (a.s.) isin charge of affairs, |
expressed what | knew and invited the people to (follow) Al-Ridha (a.s.).
Those two people sent for me and asked, ‘Why are you doing this? We will
make you needless if you are after money.” They offered me ten-thousand
Dinars and asked me to stop. But | replied, ‘ Those two Imams (a.s.) were
narrated to have said, ‘Whenever innovations became known, it is
incumbent upon the knowledgeable ones to express what they know. Else
they will be deprived of the light of faith.” I am not one who would stop my
struggling in the way of God.” Thus those two (Ziyad a-Qandi and Ali ibn
Abi Hamzeh) became my enemies.”
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10-3 My father and Muhammad ibn Al-Hassan ibn Ahmad ibn al-Waleed
- may God be pleased with them - narrated that Mohammad ibn Y ahya al-
Attar quoted on the authority of Ahmad ibn Al-Husayn ibn Saleed, on the
authority of Muhammad ibn Jomhoor, on the authority of Ahmad ibn
Hammad, “Uthman ibn Isa Ar-Ravasay was one of the representatives (of
Imam Al-Kazim (a.s.)) who lived in Egypt. A lot of (Imam Al-Kazim's
(a.s.)) property and six slave maids were in his possession. Abul Hassan Al-
Ridha (a.s.) sent someone to him and asked him to return the slave maids
and the property. Uthman ibn Isa Ar-Rawasi wrote a letter in response and
said, ‘Your father has not died yet.” Imam Al-Ridha (a.s.) wrote a letter to
him and said, ‘My father (a.s.) has passed away and we have divided up his
possessions. There is correct news to confirm his death.” Imam Al-Ridha
(as.) presented some proofs. Uthman wrote to him (as.) in reply, ‘If your
father is alive, you have no rights over his property. If he (a.s.) has died as
you say, he (as.) has not given me any orders to dispose of these
possessions to you. | freed the slave maids and married them.””

The author of this book (a.s.heikh Sadooq) said, “Musa ibn Jafar (a.s.)
was not a man who would collect wealth. However, he lived during the
region of (Harun) Ar-Rashid and had alot of enemies. He could not give the
collected property to the deprived, so he gave them secretly to a few to
divide among the poor people. Thisis how this wealth was collected. He did
not want to do what the ill-wishers told Ar-Rashid about him. Things like
‘he has collected a lot of wealth’, "he believes he is the Imam’, "and he
incites the people to revolt against you,” etc. If it were not for these
accusations, he would have given the wealth to various people. Rather it
consisgted of gifts that his friends had brought for him in order to honor
him.”

o

Notes
1. Seefootnote (1) of Section 4, No.4-1
2. That means one who quenches his anger.
3. It seems that this is not the best justification. The followers of Imam Al-Kazim (a.s.)
used to pay their one-fifth levy to him. Since he was imprisoned, they had to give it to his
representative.
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Chapter 11: On Traditions From Al-Ridha About
Unity
11-1 Muhammad ibn Musa ibn al-Mutawakkil - may God be pleased
with him - narrated that Ali ibn Ibrahim ibn Hashem quoted on the authority
of his father, on the authority of a-Sagr ibn Dolaf, on the authority of Yasir
- the servant that he had heard Abul Hassan Ali ibn Musa Al-Ridha’ (a.s.)

say,
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“Whoever draws a comparison between the Sublime God and His
creatures is an atheist. Whoever ascribes to God what God has admonished
against is also an atheist.”

11-2 Ali ibn Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Imran ad-Daqgaq - may God be
pleased with him - narrated that Muhammad ibn Harun al-Sufi quoted on
the authority of Ubaydillah ibn Musa Al-Royani, on the authority of Abdul
Azeem ibn Abdullah ibn Ali ibn Al-Hassan ibn Zayd ibn Al-Hassan ibn Ali
ibn Abi Talib (a.s.), on the authority of Ibrahim ibn Abi Mahmood, “Ali ibn
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Musa Al-Ridha (as.) said the following regarding the Words of the
Sublime God, ‘ Some faces, that Day, will beam (in brightness and beauty)
looking towards their Lord.”* This means that these faces will be shining
awaiting the reward of their Lord.”

11-3 Ahmad ibn Ziyad ibn Ja far a-Hamadani - may God be pleased
with him - narrated that Ali ibn Ibrahim ibn Hashem quoted on the authority
of hisfather, on the authority of Abdul Salam ibn Salih al-Harawi?, “I asked
Ali ibn Musa Al-Ridha’ (as.), ‘O son of the Prophet of God! What is your
opinion on the following traditions which the narrators of traditions narrate:
‘The believers visit their Lord from their homes in Paradise.” Al-Ridha
(a.s.) replied, O Aba Salt! Indeed the Blessed the Sublime God has honored
His Prophet Muhammad over all His creatures - even the Prophets and the
angels. He has established obeying him equal to obeying God, following
him equal to following God, and visiting him egual to visiting God. The
Honorable the Exalted God said, ‘He who obeys the Apostle, obeys God...”*
God also said, ‘Verily those who plight their fealty to thee do no less than
plight their fealty to God: the Hand of God is over their hands...’*
Moreover, the Prophet (S) has said, ‘“Whoever comes to visit me during my
life or after my death has indeed visited the Sublime God. The rank of the
Prophet (S) in Heaven is the highest rank of all. Therefore, whoever visits
the Prophet (S) in the Prophet’s (a.s.) own rank and position in Heaven has
indeed visited the Blessed the Sublime God.”"”

Aba Salt (Abdul Salam ibn Salih al-Harawi) added, “1 asked, ‘O son of
the Prophet of God (a.s.)! What is the meaning of the following tradition,
‘The reward of saying There isno god but God is looking at the Face of the
Sublime God? The Imam (a.s.) replied, “Whoever considers the Sublime
God as having aface similar to that of the creaturesis an atheist.

L)l ey daagt wale 6 Al s e e G L o

W 16 4 B ey SBI Olie a2 3 WAT e UWEs - 2

5 e Whs 106 sl et o A s 1B Bt Dl 0 422

&Mﬁ&@wu&9¢@j$5¢&g%g¢@gwﬁ

digs 5559 1Al A 035 @ P e L sk e B BTG asA2
5 OIS Jkis 8,00 435106 «GBL L ) St

23 e Uhs 10u e i oz il s sy 2 AR WA - 3

el cadt 3 Jol Lo 02 ah e ile L st o3 gl &8

LT L I e QU Sah) (3 2hila e 145 Onjels Casedhl OF 1eaadhl AT

feadls md B g Ty e Al Lo Tas 5 gl by B0l Oy Tl

153



www.alhassanain.org/Zenglish

JUS 455 55 G (3 L5 iyl Aklaag el ARl Jrag SO G2
LAl Sl WS Ol ) S 106 «all LT As Js2d ok oA s 5
335 a3 3 3 gl o g o 4 ale o A3 J6s el G35 4
ol &5T ) @ oy e 0 S I dsssg «dus

S EIEB 106 L ds G Al 5 A8 Wi e ) wsgs 3 B ol
«JUE a0 ED Y Y g S ey el s g LS D 05
GBS s A S gy (Al Gaiog o e 6T L il e Ju

However, the Sublime God' s Face is His Prophets (a.s.), His Messengers
(a.s.) and His Proofs (a.s.). They are the people by whom the people are
directed towards the Honorable the Exalted God, His Religion and His
Recognition. The Sublime God said, ‘All that is on earth will perish. But
will abide (forever) the Face of thy Lord, full of Majesty, Bounty and
Honor.”> The Honorable the Exalted God also said, ‘...Everything (that
exists) will perish except His own Face.’®. Therefore, looking at the
Sublime God's Prophets (a.s.), Messengers (a.s.) and Proofs (a.s.) in their
respective ranks has a great reward for the believers on the Resurrection
Day. The Prophet (S) has also said, ‘On the Resurrection Day whoever
despises the members of my Holy Household and my *Itra’ will not see me.
I will not see him either.” The Prophet (S) has also said, ‘ Among you there
are some people who will never again see me after they depart from me.” O
Aba Salt! Indeed the Blessed the Sublime God cannot be described by
position, cannot be perceived by the eyes or imaginations.””

Aba Salt said, “| asked, ‘Please tell me whether Heaven and Hell have
been created? Imam Al-Ridha (a.s.) answered, ‘Y es. When the Prophet of
God (a.s.) was taken for the Ascension to the heavens he entered Paradise,
and saw the Fire.””

Aba Salt said, “| asked, * Some people believe that these two have been
destined to be, but have not been created yet.’ The Imam (a.s.) replied,
‘Neither do they belong to us, nor do we belong to them. Whoever denies
Heaven and Hell has indeed denied the Prophet (S) and us. He is not
controlled by any part of our Mastery. He will abide in the Fire for eternity.
The Sublime God has said, ‘ This is the Hell which the sinners deny. In its
midst and in the midst of boiling hot water will they wander around!’® The
Prophet (S) said, ‘“When | was taken for Ascension to the heavens Gabriel
took my hands and took me into Paradise. They he gave me some Heavenly
Dates from which | ate. The date turned into sperms in my loin. Once |
returned to the Earth | made love with Khadija and she got pregnant with
(the Blessed Baby) Fatima (a.s.). Therefore, Fatima is a human houri.’
Whenever | wish to smell Paradise, | smell the scent of my daughter Fatima
(as).””

11-4 Muhammad ibn Musa ibn al-Mutawakkil - may God be pleased

with him - narrated that Ali ibn Ibrahim ibn Hashem quoted on the authority
of hisfather, on the authority of a-Rayyan ibn a-Salt, on the authority
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of Ali ibn Musa Al-Ridha’ (a.s.), on the authority of his father (a.s.), on
the authority of his forefathers (a.s.), on the authority of the Commander of
the Faithful (a.s.) that God's Prophet (S) said, “God - the Exalted the
Magnificent - said, “Whoever interprets My Words according to his own
viewpoint has no faith in Me. And whoever considers Me to be similar to
My creatures does not recognize Me. And whoever makes comparisons in
my religion does not believe in My religion.”

11-5 Muhammad ibn Al-Hassan ibn Ahmad ibn al-Waleed - may God be
pleased with him - narrated that Muhammad ibn Al-Hassan al-Saffar quoted
on the authority of Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Khalid, on the authority of
some companions that one day when Abul Hassan Al-Ridha (a.s.) was
passing by the grave of one of the members of his Holy Household, he (a.s.)
placed his hand on the grave and said, “O my God! Your Might is apparent,
but the people are ignorant of Thee. They try to use measures to recognize
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Thee. Such a form of describing Thee is in contradiction with the belief in
Thy Lordship. O my Lord! | am not of those who seek Thee through striking
similitude. Nothing is similar to Thee. My Lord! They do not understand
Thee. If they wanted to recognize Thee, Thy apparent Blessings were the
Best Proofs for them of Thee. O my God! It suffices for them to ponder over
Thy creatures, and not to try to go deeply into Thy nature. However, they
consider Thee and Thy creatures to be the same. That is why they did not
really recognize Thee, and considered some of Thy Signs to be their Lords.
Thus they described Thee as such. My Lord! Thee are Higher than what
those who compare Thee (with others) describe Thee to be.”

11-6 (The author of the book narrated) my father - may God be pleased
with him - narrated that Sa'd ibn Abdullah quoted on the authority of
Muhammad ibn Al-Husayn Abil Khattab, on the authority of Ahmad ibn
Muhammad ibn Abi Nasr, “Some people from across the river came to see
Abil Hassan Al-Ridha (a.s.) and said, ‘We have come to ask you three
guestions. If you give us the answer to all three questions, then we will
know that you are a scientist.” The Imam (a.s.) said, ‘Go ahead and ask.’
They said, ‘Let us know where the Sublime God is? How is He? What does
He rely on? The Imam (as.) replied, ‘The Sublime God has created the
quality of how to be Himself. Therefore, He Himself has no quality of
being, and this question does not apply to Him. He has created positions.
Thus He is not in need of a place to be. He relies on His Might.” They said,
‘We testify that you are a scientist.””
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The author of this book (a.s.heikh Sadooq) said, “When the Imam (a.s.)
said that God relies on His Might, he (a.s.) meant that God relies on Himself
since Might is a part of God.”

11-7 Muhammad ibn Ahmad al-Sinani - may God be pleased with him -
narrated that Muhammad ibn Abi Abdullah al-Kufi quoted on the authority
of Muhammad ibn Ismail a-Barmaki, on the authority of Al-Husayn ibn
Al-Hassan, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Isa, on the authority of
Muhammad ibn Arafa, “| asked Al-Ridha (as.), ‘Did God create things
using His Might or without it? The Imam (a.s.) replied, ‘Y ou cannot say
that God created things using His Might since when you say that God has
created thing using His Might, you are considering His Might to be
something other than Him. Saying that God has created things using the
Might He has had over them™ is like saying that God’s Might is something
other than Him, and He has used it as a tool with which He creates. Thisis
polytheism. When you say that God has created things using some other
Might, it is as if you consider that Might to be separate from Him and He
gets His Power over things using it. However, God is neither weak and
incapable, nor is He in need of others. He is Glorified, and Mighty in nature,
and not via an external power.’”

11-8 Abdullah ibn Muhammad ibn Abdul Wahhab al-Qurashi narrated
that Ahmad ibn Al-Fadhl ibn al-Mugheerat quoted on the authority of Abu
Mansoor ibn Abdullah ibn Ibrahim al-Asbahani, on the authority of Ali ibn
Abdullah, on the authority of Al-Husayn ibn Bashshar, on the authority of
Abil Hassan Ali ibn Musa Al-Ridha (a.s.), “Does God know how things
which do not exist would have been if they were created?” The Imam (a.s.)
replied, “The Sublime God knows how things are before they are created.
The Honorable the Exalted God said, ‘...For We were wont to put on
Record all that ye did.’™* God aso said the following about the People of
Hell, “...But if they were returned, they would certainly relapse to the things
they were forbidden, for they are indeed liars.’** Thus God knows that if
they are brought back to this world, they would go back and do what they
had done before. Also when the angels said, ‘... Wilt Thou place therein one
who will make mischief therein and shed blood? whilst we do celebrate Thy
Praises and glorify Thy Holy (Name)?** God replied, ‘I know what ye
know not.’** Therefore, the Honorable the Exalted God always knows about
things before creating them. Therefore, Blessed is our Lord. High indeed is
He
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Exalted. He is High and Great. He has created things, and knew about
them before they were created, just as He willed. Thusisour Lord! Heisthe
All-Knowing, All-Hearing and All-Seeing.

11-9 Abdul Wahid Muhammad ibn Ubdoos al-Attar a-Neisaboori - may
God be pleased with him -narrated in the (Arabic) month of Sha ban of the
year 352 A.H. (962 A.D.) in Neishaboor on the authority of Ali ibn
Muhammad ibn Qutayba al-Neishaboori, on the authority of Al-Fadhl ibn
Shathan™ that he had heard Al-Ridha (a.s.) pray one day and say, “Glory be
to God who has created things with His Might. He perfected whatever He
created using His Wisdom. He placed whatever He created in its right place
using His Knowledge. Glorified is Him who knows about the deceitful
hidden looks and whatever is hidden in the hearts. There exists nothing like
unto Him. He isthe All-Hearing, the All-Seeing.”

11-10 Ali ibn Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Imran ad-Daggaq - may God
be pleased with him - narrated that Muhammad ibn Abi Abdullah al-Kufi
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guoted on the authority of Muhammad ibn Ismail al-Barmaki, on the
authority of Al-Fadhl ibn Soleiman al-Kufi, on the authority of Al-Husayn
ibn Khalid: | heard Al-Ridha’ (a.s.) say, “ The Sublime God has always been
All-Knowing, All-Powerful, Ever-Living, Ever-Lasting, All-Hearing and
All-Seeing.” | asked him, “O son of the Prophet of God! There are some
people who say that God has always been All-Knowing with Knowledge,
All-Powerful with His Might, Ever-Living with His Life, Ever-Lasting with
His Past, and All-Hearing with His Hearing, All-Seeing with His Sight.”
The Imam (a.s.) said, “Whoever says this and believes in it has indeed
associated other gods as partners with God. He is not under our Mastery at
al.” He (a.s.) then added, “The Honorable the Exalted God has always been
All-Knowing, All-Powerful, Ever-Living, Ever-Lasting, All-Hearing and
All-Seeing by His own High Nature. High indeed is He Exalted above what
the polytheists say and the similitude they draw.”

11-11 Al-Husayn ibn Ahmad ibn Idris - may God be pleased with him -
narrated that his father quoted on the authority of Muhammad ibn Abdul
Jabbar, on the authority of Safwan ibn Yahya,: | asked Abil Hassan Al-
Ridha (as.), “Let me know about the difference between the will of the
Sublime God, and the will of the creatures.” The Imam (a.s.) said, “The will
of the creaturesisin the form of an inner thought, deciding what is
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best to do, and an action that follows. However, the Will of the
Honorable the Exalted God is the same as Creation. He does not need to
decide and think. These traits do not apply to Him. They are the
characterigtics of the creatures. Once the Sublime God wills, it is what He
does. Nothing else. That is as He says, ‘We but say the word, ‘Be’, and it
is’'® without any articulation, verbal expression, directed attention or
thought. Just as God Himself does not have a quality of being, His Will has
no quality of being.”

11-12 Ahmad ibn Ziyad ibn Ja far al-Hamadani - may God be pleased
with him - narrated that Ali ibn Ibrahim ibn Hashem quoted on the authority
of his father, on the authority of Ali ibn Ma bad, on the authority of Al-
Husayn ibn Khalid that he told Al-Ridha’ (a.s.), “O son of the Prophet of
God! The people narrate that the Messenger of God (a.s.) said, ‘God created
Adam in Hisimage.” The Imam (a.s.) said, ‘May God kill them! They have
omitted the beginning part of the tradition. The Messenger of God (a.s.)
passed by two men who were verbally abusing each other. The Prophet (S)
heard one of them say to his companion, ‘May God disfigure your face and
of everyone who looks like you!” The Prophet of God (as.) said, ‘O
Abdullah! Do not say this to your brother since indeed the Honorable the
Exalted God created Adam in Hisimage.””*’

11-13 Muhammad ibn Muhammad ibn Aasim al-Kolayni - may God be
pleased with him - narrated that Muhammad ibn Y agoob al-Kolayni quoted
on the authority of Ahmad ibn Idris, on the authority of Ahmad ibn
Muhammad ibn Isa, on the authority of Ali ibn Sayf, on the authority of
Muhammad ibn Obaydah, “| asked Al-Ridha’ (a.s.) about the Honorable the
Exalted God’swords, ‘O Satan! What prevents thee from prostrating thyself
to the one whom | have created with my hands?...”*® The Imam (a.s.) said,
‘This means by my Might and Power.’”

The author of this book (a.s.heikh Sadooq) said, “| have heard from some
of the Shiite Sheikhs that the Divine Leaders read ‘O Satan! What prevents
thee from prostrating thyself to the one whom | have created...’*® and then
paused on the word ‘created’ and started again with the words ‘with my
hands.” The verse continues with *...Art thou haughty? Or art thou one of
the high (and mighty) ones??® This is similar to saying, ‘Do you fight me
using my own sword? Do you hit me
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using my own spears? Therefore, the Honorable the Exalted God is

saying, ‘Y ou have been empowered to be arrogant and disobedient using my
own blessings given to you and kindnesses rendered to you.””

11-14 Al-Husayn ibn Ibrahim ibn Ahmad ibn Hisham al-Mokattib - may
God be pleased with him - narrated that Abul Husayn Muhammad ibn Ja far
al-Kufi al-Asadi quoted on the authority of Muhammad ibn Isma’il al-
Barmaki, on the authority of Al-Husayn ibn Al-Hassan, on the authority of
Bakr ibn Salih, on the authority of Al-Hassan ibn Sa’ eed, on the authority of
Abil Hassan Al-Ridha (a.s) who said the following regarding the
interpretation of the verse, ‘ The Day that the shin shall be laid bare, and they
shall be summoned to bow in adoration,...”** “This refers to the Day on
which the veil from the Light will be drawn aside and the believers fal in
prostration but the backs of the hypocrites become so rigid that they cannot
fall in prostration.”

11-15 Abul Abbas Muhammad ibn Ibrahim ibn Ishaq al-Talegani - may
God forgive him - narrated that Abu Sa eed Al-Husayn ibn Ali al-Adawi
guoted on the authority of a-Haytham ibn Abdullah al-Rommani that Ali
ibn Musa Al-Ridha (a.s.) quoted on the authority of his father Musa ibn
Jafar (as.), on the authority of his father Ja'far ibn Muhammad (a.s.), on
the authority of his father Muhammad ibn Ali (a.s.), on the authority of Ali
ibn Al-Husayn (a.s.), on the authority of his father Al-Husayn ibn Ali ibn
Abi Talib (as.), “The Commander of the Faithful (a.s.) delivered a sermon
in the Kufa Mosque and said, ‘Praise belongs to God, who did not originate
from anything, nor did He bring what exists into being from anything. His
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Beginninglessness is attested to by the temporality (huduth) of things. His
Power is attested to by the weakness with which He has branded them (His
creatures), and His Ever-Lastingness (dawam) is attested to by the
annihilation (fana) which He has subjected them to. No place is empty of
Him that He might be perceived by localization (ayniyyah), no object is like
Him that He might be described by a quality (kayfiyya), nor is He absent
from anywhere that He might be known by a place (haythiyya). His
attributes differ from all the attributes that He has originated. He is
inaccessible to perception because of the changing essence of the things He
has created. No created thing having grandeur and tremendousness can
dominate (tasarruf) Him.
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It is forbidden to delimit (tahdid) Him to the penetrating acumen of the

sages. It is also forbidden to describe (takyeef) Him to the piercing
profundities of thought and represent (taswir) Him to the searching probes
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of insight. Because of His Tremendousness, places encompass Him not; and
because of His Majesty measures gauge Him not; and because of His
Grandeur standards cannot judge Him. Impossible it is for imaginations to
fathom Him, understandings to comprehend Him or minds to imagine Him.
Powers of reasoning with lofty aspiration despair of contriving to
comprehend Him. Oceans of knowledge run dry without referring to Him in
depth; and the subtleties of the disputers fall from loftiness to pettiness in
describing His Power. He is One not in terms of number. He is Everlasting
(da’im) without duration, and Standing (ga im) without supports. He is not
of akind that (other) kinds should be equal to Him. He is not an object that
objects should be similar to Him. He is not like things that attributes should
apply to Him. Powers of reasoning go astray in the waves of the current of
perceiving Him. Imaginations are unable to perceive His Beginninglessness.
Understandings are held back from becoming conscious of the description
of His Power, and minds are drowned in the depths of the heavens of His
kingdom (malakut). He is Master over (giving) bounties. He is Inaccessible
through Grandeur, and is Sovereign over al things. Time (dahr) does not
age Him, nor does description encompass Him. Humbled before Him are the
most stubborn in their utmost stubbornness, and submitted to Him are the
strongest cords in their utmost realm of strength.

All kinds of creatures witness to His Lordship (rubobiyya). The
incapacity of all kinds of creature witness to His Power. The createdness
(futur) of all kinds of creatures witness to His eternity (gidmah). The
extinction (zawal) of all kinds of creatures witness to His permanence
(baga’). So they possess no place of refuge from His grasp (idrak). Thereis
no exit from His encompassing (ihatah) them. They have no way of hiding
themselves from His enumeration (ihsa’). They have no way of avoiding
His Power over them. It is sufficient that He has perfectly made them as a
sign (ayah). He has put their natural constitution as a Proof. He has
established the temporal origin (huduth) of their natures as (a reason for
His) Eternity. He has also decreed the Laws of Creation governing over
them as a lesson.
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No limit is attributed to Him, no similitude is struck for Him and nothing
is hidden from Him. High indeed is He exalted above the striking of
similitude and above created attributes!

And | testify that there is no god but He, having faith in His Lordship and
opposing whoever denies Him. | testify that Muhammad is His Servant and
Messenger, residing in the best lodging-place, having passed from the
noblest of loins and immaculate wombs, extracted in lineage from the
noblest of treasures and in origin from the noblest of plantations, and
(derived) from the most inaccessible of summits and the most glorious
roots, from the tree from which God fashioned His Prophets and chose His
trusted ones: (atree) of excellent wood, harmonious stature, lofty branches,
flourishing limbs, ripened fruit, (and) noble interior, implanted in generosity
and cultivated in a sacred precinct. There it put forth branches and fruit,
became strong and unassailable, and then made him (the Prophet
Muhammad) tall and eminent, until the Sublime God honored him with the
Holy Spirit, the Illuminating Light, and the Manifest Book. Moreover, He
subjected Al-Borag™ to him and the angels greeted him.

By means of him (the Prophet) He terrified the devils, overthrew the
idols and gods (which were being) worshipped besides Him. His Prophet's
Tradition (a.s.unnad) is integrity (rushd); his conduct (a.s.eera) isjustice and
his decision is the truth. He proclaimed that which was commanded by his
Lord, and he delivered that with which he was charged until he made plain
his mission through the profession of Unity and made manifest among the
creatures that There is no god but God alone and that there are no partners
for Him; until His Unity became certain and His Lordship became purified.
God made manifest his argument through the profession of His Unity and
raised his rank with submission (Islam). And the Honorable the Exalted God
chose for His Prophet what was with Him of repose, rank and means - may
God’s Blessings be upon him and his pure Household.””

11-16 Muhammad ibn Ahmad al-Sinani - may God be pleased with him -
narrated that Muhammad ibn Abi Abdillah al-Kufi quoted on the authority
of Sahl ibn Ziyad al-Adami, on the authority of Abdul Azeem ibn Abdullah
Al-Hassani -may God be pleased with him- on the authority of 1brahim ibn
Abi Mahmood, “I asked Abul Hassan Al-Ridha’ (a.s.) about
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the Sublime God's words, *...and left them in utter darkness. So they
could not see’”* The Imam (a.s.) said, “Indeed the Blessed the Sublime
God cannot be described using such expressions as ‘left’ as His creatures
can. But when God knows that they will not quit their atheism and lose, God
will deprive them of His Assistance and Favor, and abandon them to do as
they please.”

| asked the Imam (a.s.) about the Honorable the Exalted God's words,
‘God hath set a seal on their hearts and on their hearing,...”** The Imam
(as.) said, “What is meant here by ‘seal’ iswhat is placed on their hearts as
a chastisement for their blasphemy as the Honorable the Exalted God said,
‘Nay, Allah hath set the seal on their hearts for their blasphemy, and littleis
it they believe.’” %

| asked him (a.s.) whether the Honorable the Exalted God forces His
servants to commit sins? The Imam (a.s.) said, “No. He gives them a choice,
but gives them time to repent.”

| asked, “Does God oblige His servants to do what they cannot stand to
do?” The Imam (a.s.) said, “How could He do that when He Himself has
said, ...nor isthy Lord ever unjust (in the least) to His servants.””

The Imam (a.s.) then added, “My father Musa ibn Ja far (a.s.) quoted on
the authority of his father Ja'far ibn Muhammad (as-Sadiq) (a.s.) that you
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should not eat any of the offerings of or accept the testimony of, or pray
behind, or give any alms taxes to whoever thinks that God forces His
servants to commit sins or obliges them to do what they cannot stand to do.”

11-17 Tamim ibn Abdullah ibn Tamim al-Quraishi - may God be pleased
with him - narrated that his father quoted on the authority of Ahmad ibn Ali
Al-Ansari, on the authority of Yazid ibn Umayr ibn Mo’ awiya ash-Shami
that he went to see Ali ibn Musa Al-Ridha’ (a.s.) in Marv and told him, “O
son of God’'s Prophet (S)! It has been narrated on the authority of As-Sadiq
Jafar ibn Muhammad (as.) that ‘There is neither authorization, nor
predestination. Rather there is something in between.” Yazid asked, ‘What
does that mean?" The Imam (a.s.) said, ‘Whoever thinks that God does our
deeds and then punishes us for doing them believes in predestination.
Whoever thinks that the Honorable the Exalted God has authorized the
provision of the daily sustenance for the creatures to His Proofs (a.s.)
believes in authorization. Whoever believes in predestination
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is an atheist and whoever believes in authorization is a polytheist.” Then |
asked the Imam (a.s.), “O son of God's Prophet! Then what is meant by
‘The affairs are something in between.”” The Imam (a.s.) said, “The way is
open to do what God has ordered to be done, and to avoid what He has
forbidden.” Then | asked him (a.s.), “Isit not that the Honorabl e the Exalted
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God’s Will and Volition is applicable regarding the servants' deeds?’ The
Imam (a.s.) replied, “God’s Will and Volition regarding the servants’ acts of
obedience applies to God's Order and His Consent regarding such acts.
God’'s Will and Volition regarding the servants’ acts of disobedience applies
to God's Wrath and His Forbiddance of such acts of disobedience, plus His
not assisting the servants regarding such acts.” | asked, “Does God judge
about the servants' deeds?” The Imam (as.) replied, “Yes. Whatever the
servants do whether it be a good or a bad deed will be judged by God.” |
asked the Imam (as.), “What does this mean?’ The Imam (as.) said, “It
means that God will make a ruling as to what reward or punishment they
deserve to receive in thisworld and in the Hereafter for their deeds.”

11-18 Muhammad bin Muhammad ibn Esam - may God be pleased with
him - narrated that Muhammad ibn Yagoob al-Kolayni quoted on the
authority of Ali ibn Muhammad known as Allan, on the authority of Abu
Hamid Imran ibn Musa ibn Ibrahim, on the authority of Al-Husayn ibn Al-
Qasim Ar-Raggam, on the authority of Al-Qasim ibn Muslim, on the
authority of his brother Abdul Aziz ibn Mudlim, “I asked Al-Ridha’ about
the Honorabl e the Exalted God' s words, ‘... They have forgotten God; so He
hath forgotten them...’?” The Imam (a.s.) said, ‘The Sublime God neither
forgets nor does He neglect. The creatures that are originated forget and
neglect. Have you not heard the Honorabl e the Exalted God say, ‘...and thy
Lord never doth forget.’?® Rather this verse means that when they forget
Him and meeting Him on His Day, the Honorable the Exalted God will
make them forget themselves. The Honorable the Exalted God said, ‘ And be
ye not like those who forgot Allah and He made them forget their own
souls! Such are the rebellious transgressors!’*® Also the Sublime God said,
‘...That day shall We forget them as they forgot the meeting of this day of
theirs...”® That means that We will abandon them just as they abandoned
getti ng prepared for the meeting of this day of theirs.””
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The author of this book (a.s.heikh Sadooq) said, “What is meant by ‘We
will abandon them’ is that ‘We will not grant them the rewards they hope to
receive on that day.” This is because physically ‘leaving’ or ‘abandoning’
does not apply to the Sublime God and the Sublime God has said, *...and
left them in utter darkness. So they could not see.”*" This means that God
does not rush to punish them. Rather He gives them time to repent.

11-19 Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn lbrahim al-Mo’athi narrated that
Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Sa'eed al-Kufi al-Hamadani quoted on the
authority of Ali ibn Al-Hassan ibn Ali ibn Fadhdhal, on the authority of his
father, “I asked Al-Ridha (a.s.) about the meaning of what the Honorable
the Exalted God said, ‘Verily, from (the Light of) their Lord, that Day, will
they be veiled.”* The Imam (a.s.) said, ‘One cannot describe the Sublime
God to be located in a position from which others are veiled. This verse
means that they will be deprived of the reward from their Lord.” | asked him
(a.s.) about the meaning of what the Honorable the Exalted God said, ‘And
thy Lord cometh, and His angels, rank upon rank.”** The Imam (a.s.) said,
‘One cannot describe the Sublime God as coming and going. The Sublime
God is Exalted above transfer or movement in this manner. However, what
is meant by this verse is that the Decree of your Lord came, and the angels
were organized rank upon rank.” | asked the Imam (a.s.) about the meaning
of what the Honorable the Exalted God said, ‘Will they wait until Allah
comes to them in canopies of clouds, with angels (in His train) and the
question is (thus) settled?...”** The Imam (a.s.) said, ‘ This means, ‘Will they
wait until Allah sends the angels to them in canopies of clouds.” Thisis how
the verse has been revealed.’ | asked him (a.s.) about the meaning of what
the Sublime God said, ‘...God will throw back their ridicule on them...’*
and 'Allah will throw back their mockery on them...”* and ‘And (the
unbelievers) plotted and planned, and Allah too planned...”®” and 'The
Hypocrites - they think they are over-reaching Allah, but He will over-
reach them...”*® The Imam (a.s.) said, ‘ The Sublime God does not ridicule,
mock, plan or plot. Rather, the Sublime God grants them the rewards of
their ridiculing, mockery, planning and plotting. High indeed is God the
Exalted above what the oppressors say.’”
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11-20 (The author of the book narrated) my father - may God be pleased
with him - narrated that Sa'd ibn Abdullah quoted on the authority of
Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Isa on the authority of Al-Hassan ibn Ali al-
Khazzaz, on the authority of Abil Hassan Al-Ridha (as.), “On the
Resurrection Day God's Prophet (S) will grab onto the Sublime God, we
will grab onto our Prophet and our followers will grab onto us.” Then the
Imam (a.s.) added, “What is meant by ‘grab onto’ is grabbing onto light.” In
another tradition it is stated “What is meant by ‘grab onto’ is grabbing onto
thereligion.”

11-21 Ali ibn Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Imran ad-Daggaq - may God
be pleased with him - narrated that Muhammad ibn Harun al-Sufi quoted on
the authority of Ubaydillah ibn Musa ibn Ayyoub Ar-Ro’yani, on the
authority of Abdul Azeem ibn Abdullah Al-Hassani - may God be pleased
with him - on the authority of Ibrahim ibn Abi Mahmood that he had asked
Al-Ridha’ (as.), “O son of God's Prophet! What is your opinion about the
tradition which the people narrate about God's Prophet (S) having said that
the Blessed the Sublime God descends from the heavens to this world every
Friday night?” The Imam (as.) replied, “May God damn those who
rearrange the words of the traditions. By God, the Messenger of God (a.s.)
has not said this. However, the Prophet (S) said, ‘In fact, the Sublime God
will send down an angel from the heavens to this world on the last third part
of every night, and from the beginning of every Thursday night. By God's
order, the angel will call out, ‘Are there any callers whose wants | shall
fulfill? Are there any repenters whose repentance | shall accept? Are there
any people asking for forgiveness to be granted? O the ones seeking the
good! Come this way. O the ones seeking evil! Step back!” This angel will
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keep on calling out until dawn. It will return to its own location in the
heavens at dawn. | have heard this tradition from my father (a.s.), who
narrated it on the authority of my grandfather (a.s.), on the authority of his
forefathers (a.s.), on the authority of God’'s Prophet (S).””

11-22 Abu Abdullah Al-Husayn ibn Muhammad al-Ashnani Ar-Razi al-
Adl in Bakh narrated that Ali ibn Mehrayat al-Qazvini quoted on the
authority of Dawood ibn Soleiman al-Farra’, on the authority of Ali ibn
Musa Al-Ridha (a.s.), on the authority of his father (a.s.), on the authority
of hisforefathers (a.s.), on the authority of Ali (a.s.) that God's Prophet (S)
said, “When Moses -son of Imran- supplicated to his Lord - the Honorable
the
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Exalted - he said, “O Lord! Are you far away from me, so asto call you
in a loud voice, or are you close to me and | can speak to you in a low

voice?” The Honorable the Exalted God reveadled to him, “I accompany
whoever remembers Me.” Then Moses (as.) said, “O Lord! There are
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situations | am in which | consider Thee to be High Too Noble to be
remembered.” God said, “Remember Mein all situations.”

11-23 Muhammad ibn Ali Mgjiluwayh - may God be pleased with him -
narrated that Ali ibn Ibrahim ibn Hashem quoted on the authority of al-
Mokhtar ibn Muhammad a-Mokhtar a-Hamadani, on the authority of al-
Fath ibn Yazid al-Gorgani that he had heard Abul Hassan Al-Ridha (a.s.)
say the following regarding the Honorable the Exalted God, “He is Subtle,
All-Aware, All-Hearing, All-Seeing, the Only One, the Independent who
begetteth not, nor is He begotten, High is He Exalted above having an equal
with which to be compared. He has created the objects. He has formed the
bodies. He has depicted the images. If it were the case as they say, then the
Creator and the created could not be distinguished from each other. The
Maker could not be distinguished from the made. However, He is the
Maker. There is a difference between Him and what He made, formed and
created since nothing is similar to God, and God is not similar to anything.”

Al-Fath ibn Yazid al-Gorgani added, “l said, ‘Yes. May | be your
ransom! However, you said He is the Only, the Independent. You also said
that there is nothing like Him. God is One and man is also one. Is it not the
case then that they are alike in being one?

Imam Al-Ridha (a.s.) replied, ‘O Fath! You are saying the impossible.
May the Sublime God make you firm! That is a similitude in meanings. The
names used for everything are the same. They denote the named. When we
say man is one, we mean that he has one body, not two. However, man is
not really one since he contains various organs and is of various colors. Man
consists of a set of different parts. His meat is different from his blood. His
blood is different from his meat. His nerves are different from hisveins. His
hair is different from his skin. His blackness is different from his whiteness.
Other creatures are the same. Therefore, as far as the name goes, man is one.
But in reality man is not one. However, God - the Exalted the Magnificent -
is One. There is no other one but Him. There are no differences in Him or
within Him. There are no
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excesses in Him, nor are there any deficiencies in Him. However, man is

a created creature which consists of many different parts. Although he is

united as one, he has differences within himself. He has excesses and
deficiencies.’

| said, ‘May | be your ransom! You have relieved me. May God grant
you relief. Please explain for me ‘the Subtle’ and ‘the All-Aware” just as
you explained ‘the Only.” | do know that God's subtleness is different from
the subtleness of His creatures. However, | would like you to describe that
for me.’

The Imam (a.s.) said, ‘O Fath! The reason we call Him ‘the Subtle’ is
that He is very subtle in creating. He is aware of delicate objects as well as
indelicate ones. Don't you see the effect of His Creation in delicate and
rough plants, and in the Creation of creatures - small ones like mosquitoes
and tiny mosquitoes, and even smaller ones which can hardly be seen by the
eyes - so tiny that one cannot distinguish between the male, female, young
or old? When we see their smallness yet their degree of being delicate, and
consider their own ways 